What is Real Prayer? 
Most of you know something about the game of Baseball, so I will use some basic baseball terms. Real prayer is the “home plate” of our work for the Master! Unless you hit a long ball from home plate, most likely you’ll not even get to first base. Standing on home plate with bat in hand, waiting for the pitcher to pitch, is only the starting place. Unless you legally hit the ball, you have to start over again. You have three chances to get it right. Three is the number of 1) beginning 2) middle 3) and end, or completion. If you don’t hit it right in order to legally run to first base, the umpire calls “strike three – you’re out.” A trained baseball player tries to get it right the first time. Those trained by the Spirit of Yahuweh in prayer, intercession, and spiritual warfare, understand that, most of the time, if we don’t get it right the first time there are few, if any, options left.   

I grew up playing sports--from hop-scotch, jump-rope, to baseball, field hockey, tag football, tennis, badminton, and swimming. But, basketball was my favorite. I loved watching American baseball, football, and basketball on TV, and also going to live professional games in big stadiums. 
We can learn a lot about life from the rules of those games. If you don’t play by the rules, the umpire can impose penalties, and if those don’t work, he can yell: “YOU’RE OUT.”  The same goes for our heavenly Umpire. 
Sha’ul put it this way in I Corinthians 9:24: “Do you not know that those who run in a race indeed all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way as to obtain it. And everyone who competes controls himself in every way. Now they do it to receive a corruptible crown, but we compete to receive an incorruptible crown.”

You’re not going to win a race if you’re lazy, fat, sloppy, and undisciplined. Winners are disciplined people! Winners allow their coaches and trainers put them through the rigors of discipline so that they are strong and prepared to win. You’ve got to be fit. You have to prepare, work out, take have practice runs, and toughen yourself up to have endurance. My two youngest daughters are runners, one a long distance runner, one a short distance runner, and both are both good at what they do. But, they work at it. 

Your workout in the gym of preparation for eternal life begins daily with prayer. If you don’t work out daily, you’ll not get the rewards you hope for. When I show you what real prayer is, you’ll understand. The religious concept of prayer falls far short!
Since our early childhood, we have all acquired “habits.” Habits can range from the deepest sins to working out a life of set-apart blamelessness, and all in between. Habits can reveal what is really inside a person. Habits direct the course of our life. Habits launch outer actions. Habits are formed as we continually gravitate to what is in our will. A habit is no more than a discipline of the mind that leads to certain outer actions. Negative habits control you, stifle your spirit, and make you a slave! Habits within the boundaries of Yahuweh set you free! But, any habit eventually becomes an integral part of you! 
Thing is, in western culture, there are habits that restrict and even destroy relationship with Yahuweh and Yahushua, that are so common that few know their effects on their lives until it is too late. For a few example: love of entertainment, love of busyness, emotional involvement with soap operas and romance novels, nightly TV, shallow socializing, talking on the phone for hours, useless Mall shopping, surfing the web, reading people’s opinions, and the big Facebook addiction. These are just a few of the time-wasting habits of people that not only slowly eat away at a relationship with Elohim, but habits that can completely shut down the portal of the spirit into His realm. These seemingly harmless habits can even lead a person away from Truth into deception. Tragically, internet surfing and things like Facebook are causing many to lose Yahuweh’s Presence!  
The vilest of sins, attitudes, and actions, begin with the mind. Many make excuses for the most tragic reasoning because they refuse to stop their habits. The habit begins in the mind. Then the mind’s habitual thoughts are acted upon. All negative habits are destructive. Thing is, eventually, all of your habits, good or bad, come YOU! You and the habit become “echad,” as one.  One who continues to abuse alcohol becomes an alcoholic. One who habitually takes destructive drugs becomes a drug addict. One who looks on pornography becomes a mental and emotional prostitute. Entertainment can become an addiction that results in a dulled state towards the things of the spirit.  

We live out our habits--we either hide them, or expose them, but we live them out.  Those who have totally committed their lives to Yahuweh have certain habits/disciplines, too. Good habits also take over one’s nature. These habits are used by the Spirit of Yahuweh to transform a person into the nature of Yahuweh. Yahuweh has habits. He is consistent. Those who have His nature are consistent, faithful, not in flux, stable, and mature.  Daily studying of the Word, prayer, worship, witnessing, obedience, disciplined set-apartness from the world – these have powerful rewards. 
Unless you are demon possessed, your will is still active. You can choose to gain habits of righteousness, and get rid of habits of destruction. Some are hard to get rid of. It is said that addiction to pornography is 8 times as severe as an addiction to cocaine. But, by the Spirit of mercy and grace, if you submit to Him, He can set free you free.
Prayer is a positive habit. Worship is a positive habit. Study His Word with Him as the Teacher is a positive habit. If these habits are enacted daily, they will be used by the Spirit of Yahuweh to actually transform you into a new creation, one who has the nature, ways, and thinking of Yahuweh and Yahushua.  You have a will – use it to form good habits/disciplines that will only bless you!
But, in establishing habits/disciplines of the spirit, make sure you are aligning to the whole Word, from Genesis to Revelation. Don’t take on a discipline that may be someone’s opinion, and not backed by Yahuweh, no matter how good it appears. Some religious habits can make a person proud, judgmental of others, and even idolatrous. Some are very proud of their natural food habit, their raw food habit, their wearing of linen, their wearing of tzitzi, or head coverings, etc. Make sure that your habits have no religious connections that make you “fit in,” or puff you up with pride. Those things are good. But, if not controlled by the Spirit of Yahuweh they can become idols, producing pride and exclusivity in the wrong way. Make sure in forming a habit that it aligns to  Abba’s nature.  Remember, He is 100% outside the religions of man. He deals with us in our re-born spirit.  He has nothing to do with religiosity that is in the flesh. If you do not know Him, then you might think something is from Him when it surely is not. Gentle humility is the spirit-garment to wear. Submit yourself to learning from Him. He is the only valid Teacher of His children. Doesn’t it say in Deuteronomy 6 that the fathers should instruct their children day and night in the Torah?  Is your heavenly Abba teaching you, or have you pawned yourself out to someone who may not know Him?
I grew up in church “prayer meetings,” – most of them BORING! People sat in a circle, and one by one people prayed.  They’d ask God for Sister Susie to get healed of her ingrown toe nail, or for things much bigger, but always ending their prayer with “if it be your will God,” which usually is a safety net “out” if He doesn’t answer. It reflects that the one praying really does not know His Word, or knows Him personally. Yahuweh is a Person. He is not aloof. He is not impersonal. He is not an “it” or a “God” out in the sky somewhere who cannot talk or impart His thinking to you. 
Before we start to ask for anything from Abba, we must find out what He thinks about it! That’s Scriptural! That’s also the difference between prayer and supplication!  Otherwise, we engage in little more than a boring session of asking the “God” version of the fairy mother, or Santa Claus, to do what we want, then tagging on “your will be done,” when we really don’t want His will done.   
Some make big resolutions on New Year’s Eve: “I’m going to pray every day!” Then they start out the first day, and after 2 minutes they’ve run out of things to say to God, and are bored stiff. I really understand that. But, many who guard the Torah are the same. They don’t know how to pray because they do not know what real prayer is all about. They do not know Yahuweh personally enough to ask Him how He thinks about things.
Psalmist Kent Henry has a favorite saying: “Prayer, proclamation, and praises.” He encourages people in his meetings to pray as they are worshipping. He’s got something very powerful there. When you are in worship, your re-born spirit is opened to the eternal realm more than usual. He speaks to us during worship. Indeed, true prayer is a form of worship!

As I am sitting set-apart, listening to worship music, I feel the portal of my spirit open wide. My emotions are affected. I am free to hear from Him, speak to Him in conversation, and to also offer “supplication”– which is asking for things. I rarely ask anything for myself. I ask for others, but am always sensitive to find out from Him how to ask.   
Basically, prayer is not asking for things. Prayer is dialogue between two “persons” who love and trust one another.  In this case the two are you and the Creator of the universe. 

“Supplication,” which is asking for things, can be added to the end of prayer, AFTER we get Abba’s mind on what to ask. 
Prayer is to hear from Him, to learn what He wants us to do, what He wants us to say, what is all right to ask of Him in accordance with His will.  Never ask from your own will, it’s a waste of time!   

Intercession is not asking for things – it is proclaiming and declaring what He has already said to declare. It is the opening of portals for His entrance. We boldly proclaim His Word into the earth for its fulfillment. We know His will, and we proclaim it. 
[For clarification on Intercession: “Intercession, Knowing the Basics”/July 15, 2007] 

During prayer, He begins teaching me and giving me instructions of what He wants me to do the next day, or what to work towards in the future.  He gives me His will in prayer! He also reveals His secrets to me regarding Scripture, His timing, and what He is about to do. Prayer is communication between two friends. 
The reason most people don’t hear from Him is because they are too lazy to sit peacefully and give Him room to talk. They don’t know how to shut off their minds long enough to hear Him. [Refer to: “Too Busy to Hear”/June 2005] 
Eliyahu (Elijah) found a cave on Mount Sinai. There the “still, small voice” gave him instructions for the rest of his life. In His Presence He gives us instructions regarding our future, too. 
Psalm 16:  King David says to Yahuewh: “You show me the path of life. In Your Presence is fullness of joy. At your right hand are pleasures forever.”

So why would anyone substitute being in His Presence for the pleasures of this world?   
Ephesians 6:18, KJV: “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching with all perseverance and supplications for the set-apart ones.”  

Philippians 4 6: “Do not worry! But, in everything by prayer (fellowship, listening, interacting, sharing with a Friend) and supplication (petition), with thanksgiving, let your requests be known unto Elohim.”

I Timothy 2:1: “First of all, I urge that petitions (supplications), prayers, and intercessions be made for all men…”

Hebrews 5:7: “…who in the days of His flesh (Messiah) offered up prayers and petitions (supplications), with strong crying and tears to Him …” (all italics mine)
Supplication: v. sup·pli·cat·ed, sup·pli·cat·ing, sup·pli·cates .
1. To ask for humbly or earnestly 
2. To make a humble entreaty to; beseech.
To make a humble, earnest petition; to beg.

This definition Webster’s Dictionary shows that “supplication,” is asking. The Word makes a distinction between supplication and prayer, as you see in the above Scriptures. Supplication can be included in prayer, or follow prayer, but in prayer Yahuweh tells us what to ask for, and how to ask. 

Messiah spent whole nights in prayer to His Abba, then He got up the next morning and did what Abba had instructed Him to do. In prayer, we get our basic instructions, then, as we act on them, He fills in the blanks as we go. 
(Luke 6:12-13) John 17 shows Him asking for things, too, as He moved into supplication. And He always got what He asked for, except for one time, because His motives were pure and aligned to Abba’s will. One time He asked that if it were possible could He please redeem the lost sheep of the house of Israel without dying. He knew there was no other way to redeem us … but He asked, and added “Not my will, but yours be done.” He knew His Father’s answer, but He was also fully human. It was the one time Father ever denied His Son His request. We must always submit to His will in how He wants to answer our prayer. We can’t control the Almighty.
What’s this “pray always,” exhortation in Scripture? (Luke 18:1; 21:36; Ephesians 6:18; Colossians 1:3; II Thessalonians 1:11) It simply means that we keep the portal of our re-born spirit free of clutter from this world, and open always to His Spirit, in His realm, so that He can communicate with us, and we with Him. 
Abba does not play guessing games with us. He works through what He has seen from eternity past and into eternity future. If the portal of our re-born spirit is open to His realm, and we daily live in His eternal realm, then we can tap into His thinking, and pray with wisdom, and confidence, knowing our petitions will be answered. 
I John 5:14-15: “And this is the boldness that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions (supplications, requests) that we have asked of Him.” (Italics mine) 

In prayer, we receive instructions. In prayer, He tells us how to supplicate, so that we get what we ask for. Years ago, I was close friends with a precious pastor, his wife, and daughter. I attended their church. The daughter was in her early 20s, but was dying of cancer because she refused to allow her doctor to remove a cancerous sore from her leg. The cancer spread throughout her body. The church banded together to ask God for her healing (supplication). But, no one asked Father what He wanted for Molly. Faith was high. But, real faith is not based on what we think, or want, but upon what He thinks and what He wants!  During prayer on day, Abba showed me a vision of her death. I could no longer pray for her to be healed. It appeared she was getting better. Everyone was excited. But, then she died shortly after that. People were so perplexed as to why God didn’t answer their “faith.”  In prayer, we must tarry until we get His mind and then base real faith on “thus says Yahuweh!”  Yes, the Word says that He heals. I have received many healings. I have laid hands on people and seen many healed. But, we can’t take a verse out of Scripture, apply it to us, and then expect God to do as we will. 
We have to get His mind on things. And once He has spoken, put faith in what He has said, and never back down from it!  But, Molly should have had that cancerous sore removed from her leg. Abba never told her not to.  Oftentimes in charismatic circles people don’t act practically, but base their “faith” outside His will.  I was a “Reverend” – an ordained minister in Assembly of God circles, so I understand the unscriptural concept of “God,” that so many have. He had to take me to Jordan for eight years to get all that out of me and help me to know Him as He is. 

In prayer, we learn His will, so that we act in real faith.  Yahuweh is a practical Elohim. He lets us know when to trust Him to do things for us that we can’t do for ourselves, and when we need to take action and do things to help ourselves. We have to tap into His wisdom! Then we can “supplicate” correctly. Taking a verse from the Bible out of context and applying it is not right. Abba has to personally tell us what He will do. We have to ask for ourselves before we go off mindlessly with religious zeal, not according to His will. Many times healing comes by very natural  means. Many types of cancer can be cured and controlled by simple natural means. 

One time, after we moved from North Carolina to Fort Worth, we wanted to buy a house. We found one we wanted. It was reasonably priced. But, the bank wouldn’t extend us credit. Wow was I mad at “God!” I had faith! So, I figured He failed me. I let Him know what I thought. Patiently, He spoke to me in my spirit: “Did I tell you that was your house?” I calmed down. I said, “No.” He said, “Unless I tell you something is yours, it is not yours.” OOOOOHHHH! I shut up. 

Do you understand? Don’t go blabbing it and expecting to grab it, or naming it and expecting to claim it, unless He says it is yours. Real faith is based on His Word, and His Word alone!  That goes for all things!  So, in prayer we get His mind. We learn what is ours, and what is not. I didn’t ask Him about that house! 

Prayer brings us into union with His mind! Then we pray His will back to Him in supplication and receive our petitions! 

Once He speaks, if we do not go out and do as He says, He draws back. He only continues to work with someone who has died to “self,” and submits to His discipline, and is a servant at heart – always ready to obey without compromises or excuses.  He is not going to keep coddling the flesh-appeasing lazy or rebellious. 
Luke 9:62: “No one who puts hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the Kingdom of heaven.”  
When you sign on to follow Yahushua, you sign away everything you are and everything you have or will ever have, including your own will and personal agendas, on the dotted line. (Luke 14:25-33; Matthew 10:34-39; Mark 8:34-36)  The same was true for those whom Yahuweh called to serve Him before Messiah came.
When we start on this journey, to look back, balk, or try to maintain a lifestyle that we create, is to forsake the journey. He requires total surrender to His will, and total obedience to His commands. We are servants; we are soldiers; we are ambassadors of His Good News – if we accept His salvation.   

If we are going to get the results of Messiah, His Apostles, and His disciples, in our life,  then we have to do things the way they did them.  We can’t fit modern western thinking into anything meaningful, including prayer. For that is like mixing ice water into a cup of hot coffee, it just makes it lukewarm. Messiah will vomit out what is lukewarm. He’s already started. (Revelation 3:15-18) The “lukewarm” are apathetic, lethargic, always putting off to tomorrow what He has said for them to do today. 
Forget Walt Disney’s Fantasy World, abstract concepts, philosophies, what some teacher has said out of his head, and the reasoning of your own mind. It’s time to tap into Yahuweh’s mind by His Spirit. Prayer that gets results comes out of the spirit of a person who is aligned to the Eternal realm, who sits in “heavenly places in Messiah.”   
If you do not have anything you’re willing to die for, you have nothing to live for either. If you have no passion for Yahuweh and Yahushua strong enough to override what is not of Them in your life, then you don’t have what it takes to overcome.

Read Revelation! There are only two types of people in Revelation, just like only two types “in the days of Noah,” -- the masses who give in and join the anti-messiah, and those that overcome by resisting him, either enduring alive, or through martyrdom. 

Messiah said to take up our own stake and follow Him, to forsake all, to deny self, and walk His road.  [Refer to: “Walking the Hard Road”/November 27, 2009]

Satan stole our passion for His Presence in the Garden of Eden.  The true new birth gives it back to us! [Refer to: “The True New Birth”/July 30, 2009]  

In the true new birth, we are set free from the lusts of the flesh, the world, and the power of the Devil over us.  (I John 3:8) But, most so-called “believers,” whether truly born again or just religious, gravitate to the things of the flesh, for they are easy, comfortable, and bring security. The world enslaves them to its system. The whole of western culture is geared to enslaving people to the lusts of their flesh. Where do we start to get back on the path of peace that leads to making a life worth living, and a life worth dying for? We start with I Peter 5:5-6: “…gird yourselves with humility toward one another, for `Elohim resists the proud, but gives favor to the humble.’ Humble yourselves, then, under the mighty hand of Elohim, so that He exalts you in due time.” A meek and quiet spirit, He will not turn away! We return to peace through prayer and gentle worship. 
Coming before His throne boldly is for those whom He knows, and whom He allows to approach Him because their heart is aligned to His! They come humbly before His throne – not with pride, arrogance, or a haughty spirit – NO. They come from hearing His will in their spirit, and from the Word. So that when they offer supplications, He answers because He has gotten to know them through prayer – which is intimate tw0-way communication! 

Some people write me and tell me they can’t hear from Abba like I do. That disturbs me. I’m no one special. I’m an old lady who was born in the Ozark Mountains of Arkansas. My dad grew up on the Cherokee Reservation of Oklahoma. The world has never had much influence on my thinking. Most of the time, it is boring to me. I don’t need to be entertained. The world’s entertainment is boring. My “entertainment” is walking with Him, and obeying what He tells me--one day at a time. The real life “that is like no other,” is not found in front of a TV! My dad’s greatest joy was talking about the Word. On his tombstone is engraved the last part of I John 5:4 (KJV), which I have here in red: “Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: And this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”  My dad was also a man of prayer.
What is faith? It sure is not a theological, church, or denominational belief-system in your head! It is active obedience to the written and spoken Word of Elohim, like a little child obeying a beloved parent. Faith has to be seen or it is not faith. Faith operates with humility and contriteness, with a yielded spirit to His Spirit. (Ya’cob 2:14-26)
So folks: Prayer is the home plate where we get ready to hit that ball. Faith is the bat that sends the ball flying out before us in obedience to His will, so that we run the base-race, touching all the bases correctly, and come back to home plate with victory. Hit a home run! When Messiah rose from prayer, He acted, and Abba backed His actions with His actions!
The set-apart remnant of our day who will overcome all and stand before the Son of man, is a people who live by faith: “…But, those that know their Elohim will be strong, and will act” (do exploits). (Daniel 11:32) “The just shall live by his faith.” (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Hebrews 10:38)
First you have to know Him. You get to know Him in prayer--in communication and interaction with Him, as you submit to being His servant, and take on the requirements  of a servant-disciple. The word “disciple” means a “taught one.” You are a disciple of whoever you submit to, to teach you. Always remember: He is Elohim, you are not! He is Creator, you are not! He is the Master, you are not! Submit to His control over you!
One time, I was driving down a steep hill, and the steering wheel froze; I couldn’t move it. I slammed on the brakes and ended up one inch from going forward into a steep ditch. If you want to steer your own life by what you reason, go ahead, but you’ll do so with an unstable, faulty steering wheel. The Creator holds the steering wheel for His set-apart ones who have relinquished their control over their lives, and submitted it to Him! His Word, His will, His boundaries, His leading—these are the only ways to have your life secure, safe, and steered into the right direction! Unless we allow Him to control our life, there is no stability. In prayer you find out what He wants you do it, and in what direction He wants you to go. Then, as you let Him steer your life, you get to the place you really want to be – in His safe zone.
Get off your rat wheel and into your “closet,” and “He who hears in secret will reward you openly.” That “closet” is the tallit over the head and shoulders of His servant – closed in front around the face. On the tallit hangs the tzitzi – the commandments.

You women should have one of these closets, too. There is no Scripture which says you can’t have one. But, real prayer is something to be done while alone. We can’t be where there are distractions that keep us from hearing Him. Eliyahu had a nice cave.  
He wants us to get alone with Him daily, shut out the world, and let Him re-arrange our lives, so when we come out of our “closet” we are ready to hit a home run. 

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise.” (Psalm 100:1)

Let His peace and joy rule you. If you are truly in need of help, He is ever-ready to comfort those whom He knows and loves. He is ever-ready to help! But, He cannot comfort negative emotions, fears, complaining, and hurts, borne from the flesh. He comforts those that truly need comforting. He helps those who do all to help themselves in obedience to His Word.  He says to “flee” from America before it’s too late, but He sure is not going to help you pack. He’ll give you strength, encouragement, and His Presence, but you have to do the downsizing, and packing. 

John 15:7: “If you abide in Me, and My Word abides in you, you can ask what you will and it shall be done unto you.” You have to have whole His Word, backed by His nature, ways and thinking, abiding in your spirit on every matter. Then you pray His will back to Him and He does it. He only promises to protect those who fear Him, and obey Him. (Psalm 103:11-14, 17-18; Malachi 3:16-4:4, as examples) There is a condition for receiving anything from Yahuweh! Though Yahuweh is love, He cannot extend unconditional love. He is Light. Light cannot speak to darkness except to rebuke it. “Abiding” means to dwell, live, and remain--your thoughts, actions, words, and your whole being residing in Him. Psalm 91:1: “He who dwells in the secret place…” You “dwell” in your house. If He does not dwell in the temple of your spirit, and you do not dwell in His Word, then you can’t communicate with Him, or get what you want. Dwelling doesn’t mean that you carry on an earthly carnal life, do your religious weekly duty, and then think He is supposed to give you what you want. If someone says they dwell (reside) in your house, yet their “treasures” are not kept there, and you almost never see them or communicate with them in any way, they do not “dwell” in your house. At best, you are a temporary convenience to them when they need you. Dwelling is an open permanent position, where people feel “at home,” and interact. 
Prayer begins with repentance, with humility, with submission to His will. “Our Father who is in heaven, set-apart is Your Name. Your Kingdom come; Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” This establishes relationship. He is Creator-King, we are the created. Once relationship is established, then we can move into supplication – “give us this day our daily bread.” (Matthew 6:9-13) Prayer ends with praise and worship.  

If you are unwilling to lay down your life to pick up His, don’t bother to pray. He can’t hear you. Prayer begins by approaching Yahuweh on His conditions, playing by His rules. Prayer is coming into the Presence of the Creator of the universe, calling Him Abba, and humbling ourselves to fear Him and obey Him. Like I said: True prayer is a form of worship, in which Elohim is the focus, not our needs!

This “dial God on the phone,” silliness is blasphemous. Exalt Yahuweh to His rightful position in your thinking! We must approach Him with repentance, thanksgiving, and a blameless heart, to do as He says. But, first of all make sure you’re in the right ball park. Make sure you have the right Elohim (“God”). The Elohim of Israel, of the Scriptures, has nothing to do with religion. His Son is not a religion, either. His Word is set-apart from all the ideas and opinions of man!  He demands that we be set apart, AS HE IS set-apart. That’s being really set-apart. And for those set-apart ones in this day, we are told by Him to be “more set-apart.” (Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7-8, 24; I Peter 1:16; Revelation 22:11)  

Like I said, sometimes we are burdened, with heavy loads, hurt, bruised, and weeping.  He comforts us. He is compassionate. But, if we come with gripping and complaining, forget it. He wants to help us, but He can’t if we don’t play by His rules!

I wrote a powerful article entitled “Esther”/December 2010, showing how to approach the King so that He will hold out the golden scepter to you, to answer your requests. Learn from it! Take your Creator-King more seriously!
In prayer, we come before Him like a little child. We want Abba to talk to us. There has to be preparation. You can’t just jump off the couch after watching TV, and pray a prayer before going to bed. Well – you can, but that’s a waste of time. You’re filled with the world. That’s why you have to come to Abba to be cleansed and set-apart from the world and all its cares. (Luke 21:33-36)
“Unless you convert and become like little children you cannot in any wise enter the Kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:1-4) Is that simple enough!

Let’s get back to baseball. If you hit a home run and start running towards first base, but then for some reason decide in your pea brain to turn around and return to home plate – you’re OUT. You have to run from home plate to first base and touch first base, then run to second base and touch second base, then run to third base and touch third base, then you can run to home plate. But, be sure to touch home plate again.  

Luke 9:62: “He that puts his hand to the plough and looks back is unfit for the Kingdom of heaven.”   [Refer to: “Forward March”/February 20, 2010/ and “Letting Go”/November 12, 2009] He never tells you to back up! He says: “Go into all nations and preach the Good News.” Look at YOUR Acts 1:8 pattern. He will personalize it for you, one day at a time. He says “go.”  As in baseball, when the ball is hit, the runner runs according to the rules. He does not run from first base back to home plate. He has a course to run. Finally he gets to touch home plate, until the next time he’s “up to bat.” 

Notice there is nothing in the Word that says turn tail and retreat if things get tough? In prayer, you get your plan for running. In prayer you get your own instructions for your base-running. Our final touch of HOME plate is the eternal Kingdom of Elohim on earth! (Revelation 21-22) You might have to run around those bases many times during the game, but finally, when you touch home plate the last time and the game ends, you go home to your permanent home.  
Daily, Abba tells His servants to get in their spirit-car, start the engine, and proceed forward. Once you’ve acted on what He has said, THEN AND ONLY THEN will He guide you. He’s not going to direct the parked car of your life!  And back to baseball: Once you hit that ball out into center field, you’d better run fast towards first base. If you balk, and don’t run as soon as that ball starts flying, then you may not even get to first base before you’re tagged OUT.  

You have to act, show your faith--THEN He will tell you what to do and lead and guide you. But, don’t start running and then decide to stop and have lunch. Once you start on His will, prepare to complete it. That’s why Messiah warned in Luke 14:25-33 – you need to assess your own life and see if you have it in you to run all the bases and end up back at home plate in victory. 
The whole Word is spoken to a nomadic people, a people whose focus is on the heavenly Jerusalem. Read Hebrews 11. It’s not that He doesn’t want His people to have a home base, or a job to support the family, but don’t drive the tent-pegs down too deep. Stay in Exodus 12 mode – sandals on the feet, staff in hand, ready to go. Many, like Sha’ul, have learned practical trades, so that they can work almost anywhere. But, they are not enslaved by the ethereal “American dream.”  
If you’re not allowing Him to teach you, and discipline you, and direct you by His Spirit, then what good is your praying and supplicating?  You’re not playing by His rules.
We have to get His mind on everything. You can’t go shoving your opinion in His face and expect Him to talk to you. Prayer is to hear His mind, how to pray, and how to act.

It takes time. You can’t just throw up a “dear Jesus…Amen,” and expect results.

Prayer leads into supplication. At times prayer and supplication can be intertwined. Like I said, prayer is the home plate. If you hit a home run there with Abba, then enjoy running the bases. 
Then again, if a beloved child asks of his father something, the father is quick to grant the good child’s request. He knows the child. Make sure you are a “beloved child.” Lazy, rebellious children are a pain in the ___ to their parents. Don’t be like that!

Take your Tehillim, and your full Bible, into prayer with you. I John 5:14-15:  He answers His will. We have to take the time to find out what His will is. Then pray His will back to Him.  His will is His Word! Messiah asked His Father if He wanted Lazarus raised from the dead.  Messiah just didn’t reason to do that. Messiah’s will and His Father’s will are so intertwined that there is no difference in Their will. He wants that for us. Slowly read over John 17. Also read John 3:34, 7:16-18, 8:28, 8:40, 12:49-50, 14:24, 17:8. 
If you discipline yourself to prayer, you get used to being in His Presence. You get used to hearing from Him. Talk to Him all day long like a chattering child talks to a beloved daddy. Tell Him everything. He knows it anyway. There are 40 ways that He talks. [Refer to: Forty Ways Elohim Speaks to His People/2005]  The primary ways are through the Word and impression to the re-born spirit, which is portal into the eternal realm of Yahuweh. Your spirit is located behind your belly button – in the area of digestion and reproduction. 
We have hardly any time left to get to know Him well enough to trust Him in severe emergencies, and for Him to get to know us and trust us with His will. Those that are busy about His business are well taken care of by Him – not by the standards of western society, but by what He deems best for our development.

Prioritize your life, downsize, simplify, and adjust attitudes. It is better to live in a one-bedroom apartment with Him than in a palace without Him. To know Him and bask in His Presence is the highest privilege we have on earth!
Enjoy real prayer! Then enjoy running the bases until He comes!  

Love and blessings, joy and shalom,

Yedidah, October 2, 2013
Appendix below…
APPENDIX A:
PRAYER QUOTES BY SADHU SUNDAR SINGH

From his book Parables and Insights
Sundar was a Christian from India, born again most miraculously, who lived in the early 1900s. I came to know of Sundar in the 1960s. He understood prayer! He had great influence on the lives of missionaries he was around because of his purity of heart. Though from a wealthy family, he chose the life of an Indian sadhu. He was what the Word calls a disciple of the Master--and was led by the Spirit of Yahuweh. 

I share these few quotes with you to give some confirmation of what I have said above. Sundar was no eastern mystic. He knew the Word, and he understood Messiah, and had great power with Elohim. He lived a life of miracles as he served the Master in extremely difficult situations. He was so delighted that Yahushua was from the East. Seeing the lifestyle of Christians in the UK and America grieved him so much that he came back to India, returned to Tibet where he often ministered, and was never seen from again. Note: You can change his christianese language into the real names and titles of Father and Son (smile).  

------------------------------------  

QUOTES: “The breath of the soul is prayer, through which fresh currents of air sweep into our being, bringing with them fresh supplies of vital force from the love of God, on whom our whole life depends…All life comes from God, but most people never think about this at all; they are quite unconscious of their spiritual life. It is only when a man begins to pray that he becomes conscious of this relationship. Then he begins to think, and realizes how wonderful it is to live in God.” 

“Those Christians who do not set apart quiet times for prayer have not yet found their true life in Christ…”

“God has created both the mother’s milk and the child’s desire to drink it. But, the milk does not flow of itself into the child’s mouth. No, the child must lie in its mother’s bosom and suck the milk diligently. God has created the spiritual food which we need. He has filled the soul of man with desire for this food, with an impulse to cry for it and drink it.  The spiritual milk, the nourishment of our souls, we receive through prayer. By means of fervent prayer we must receive it into our soul. As we do this, we become stronger day by day just like the infant at the breast.”

“Prayer is both the air we breathe and the mother’s milk of the soul. Without prayer it is impossible to receive…gifts from God.”

“Prayer is the necessary preparation for receiving spiritual gifts from God.”

“Only longing and prayer make room for God in our hearts.”  “God cannot give us spiritual gifts except through prayer.” “It is only as we are immersed in the spiritual world that we can understand spiritual things.”

“Prayer is the key which opens the door of Divine Reality. Prayer leads us out of that darkness in which, in spite of all our intelligence and power of vision, we cannot perceive the Light of Truth. Prayer leads us into the world of spiritual light.” “Through prayer, by the simple method of prayer, we become aware of Christ’s Presence and learn to know him.” “You must go, into the stillness and pray to Christ in solitude. There you will hear the Voice of Him who alone can help you.” If you read His Word and pray to Him even only half an hour every day, you will have the same experience. He will reveal Himself to your souls.” “I am sure that He will reveal Himself to you in prayer, then you will know Him as He is. And He will not only reveal Himself to you, but He will come and give you strength and joy and peace.” 

***“The essence of prayer does not consist of asking God for something but in opening our hearts to God, in speaking with Him, and living with Him in perpetual communion. Prayer is continual abandonment to God.”  “Prayer does not mean asking God for all kinds of things we want--it is rather the desire for God Himself, the only Giver of Life.” “Prayer is not asking, but union with God.” “Prayer is not a painful effort to gain from God help in varying needs of our lives. Prayer is the desire to posses God Himself, the Source of all life.” “The true spirit of prayer does not consist in asking for blessings, but in receiving Him who is the giver of all blessings and in living a life of fellowship with Him.” “Prayer is not a kind of begging for favors; it is rather breathing and living in God.” 

“Through prayer we receive the greatest of all miracles—heaven upon earth.”

