New Moon - Shmittah Year - 2015
REPORTING FROM JERUSALEM AND NORTH ISRAEL
Exodus 23:10-11

Leviticus 25:1-7

Deuteronomy 15:1-8

II Chronicles 36:20-21

Greetings: 
Derek, Rivkah, and I, arrived in Israel September 17th. On September 23rd, we went up to Jerusalem for Yom Teruah. We joined Jewish people at the Western Wall the night of their pre-set rabbinic Yom Teruah--September 24th.  We heard the men shouting, playing the drums, and singing. We saw their joyful dancing, too. Some of the women were also dancing. We did our prayers and proclamations that He instructed us to do. 
The next morning--the 25th – we again went to the Wall area for proclamations and prayer. We heard the sounds of the shofar blowing, as well as more shouting and singing. It was joyfully wonderful! We went that morning also to the tomb of David and joined services going on there, with the men and the women in their separate areas. Some of the men, and the women, were raising their hands in praise of the Creator--for Yom Teruah celebrates the re-creation of the world, the birthday of the world, as we have known it. It is not our “new year,” but it is a marker of time for us, and for the world, as you will read in Appendix A. 

Because Elul 1, by the sighting of the new (renewed) moon, was a day later than the rabbinic pre-set date, the time for sighting the new moon for Tishre was set for Elul 29 at sunset September 25th. On the eve of the 25th, we met with a group of moon-sighters in Jerusalem. However, even though there were no clouds, we were not able to sight the new moon. In fact, we learned that evening from Nehemia Gordon’s information-gathering that no one reported sighting the new moon from anywhere in Israel on that night. The NASA astronomy program showed the moon exactly above the horizon on the 25th, but no one in Israel saw it and reported it. A dear friend in Tampa Bay, Florida, saw it, but it has to be sighted over Jerusalem according to the ancient paths – in the city where He put His Name forever. So, by technology, the moon was there, but going by the ancient paths, and future paths in the Kingdom, technology is invalid.
Jeremiah 6:16: “Thus says Yahuweh, `Stand in the way and see, and ask for the ancient paths where the good way is, and walk in it, and find rest for yourselves.’ But, they said, `We will not walk in it.’  `And I raised up watchmen over you, and said, Listen to the sound of the shofar!’ But, they said, `We will not listen.’ ”  

Sounds like the attitude today, doesn’t it? He is speaking of Yom Teruah, the time of the blowing of the shofar to announce the new moon of Tishre 1. It is by these ancient ways that we can better prepare for the coming of Messiah.
Psalm 81:1-3a: “Shout for joy to Elohim our strength! Raise a shout to the Elohim of Ya’cob. Lift up a song, and beat the tambourine, play the pleasant lyre and the harp. Blow the ram’s horn (shofar) at the time of the New Moon…” 

The sighting of the new moon by two or more witnesses from Jerusalem is necessary for more than just determining each new month, especially when it comes to Aviv and Tishre. In Revelation 11:3-19, we read about two witnesses.  To determine the sighting of the new moon from the time when Jerusalem became the capitol city where Yahuweh put His Name and dwelt with His people over the Ark, two or more witnesses had to report to the  High Priest on the Temple Mount that they had sighted the new moon. The High Priest would then order the shofar to be blown and the fires lit on hills all over Israel to announce the new month, beginning with a fire lit on the Mount of Olives. Yahushua Messiah must return on a Yom Teruah at the sighting of the new moon, for all prophetic Scripture of the end times indicates this. (Matthew 24:27-31)

Psalm 89:15: “Blessed are the people who know the festal shofar sound! They walk, O Yahuweh, in the light of Your face.”

I’ve studied these things from Genesis to Revelation for most of 50 years, yet in going over Psalms in Jerusalem this last week, I found more and more indications of His coming following judgment on the Day of Yahuweh, and the timing of it being Tishre 1. 
[Refer to the Scriptures in “The Season of the Coming of Messiah and Yahuweh’s Judgment on the World –- From the Grape Harvest to the End of the Olive Harvest”/January 8, 2012]  
The expression “no man knows the day or the hour” was a common expression in Messiah’s day, referring to Yom Teruah, since it is the only festival that comes that comes on a new moon, which is determined by the sighting of it by two or more witnesses. 
We wanted to see the moon and photograph it the next night, the 26th, at least. We were staying in the Jaffa Gate, Old City, area, but because of the tall buildings, a new moon is not usually seen until the 3rd night. So, we didn’t know where to go to see it. We didn’t have a car to drive higher up in the city. I asked Abba. He gave me a flash picture of the big plaza area just outside the Jaffa Gate. I told them. So, at 6:30 PM we went to the plaza, and THERE IS WAS—BIG, BEAUTIFUL, CLEAR, AND SHINING. Derek began taking pictures, first of the moon with the Israeli flag in the foreground, and then by itself over the horizon of modern West Jerusalem.  It was very exciting to us. We proclaimed Psalms and praises to our Creator, as well as declaring our proclamations Yahuweh gave us previously. 

That night, Derek sent a couple of his pictures to Nehemia Gordon, who posted them on his Facebook page. So, Yom Teruah officially began at sunset September 26th, which began the 27th. Remember, Yahuweh’s days begin at sunset and end at sunset (Genesis 1).
From Nehemia Gordon regarding Festival dates, if the new moon is sighted  the night of the 26th--which it was.
Yom Teruah – sunset Sep 26 through sunset Sep 27
Yom Kippur – sunset Oct 5 through sunset Oct 6
Sukkot Day 1 – sunset Oct 10 through sunset Oct 11
Shemini Atzeret –  sunset Oct 17 through sunset Oct 18
Below are two of the pictures Derek took that evening, looking west towards modern Jerusalem.
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From the day we got to Jerusalem, we began doing the 14 proclamations that Yahuweh had given to us--at the Western Wall, the City of David (the real Mount Zion), the tomb of David, as we sighted the new moon, on the top of the ruins of ancient Masada, above Metula looking into Lebanon from Dado Point, and on the top of Mount Hermon towards Damascus. We will continue to do so during Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles) back in Jerusalem. 
Some of you were doing the prophetic and Scriptural proclamations with us.  We thank you very much for joining us! We proclaimed the Shmittah year, the symbolic 7th day of Noah, the call for Messiah’s return, the imperative preliminary return of Eliyahu (Malachi 4:4-6) to establish His order and unity in the earth (those siding with Him vs. those who do not – a renewed Mount Carmel of I Kings 18), the final preparing, equipping, empowering, anointing, and sealing of the forerunning company and Bridal remnant, the liberation and redemption of Jerusalem, the protection of the remnant and their setting apart unto Yahuweh, the joining of the House of Judah with the House of Ephraim--the “two sticks” in His hand (Ezekiel 37)--, the rising of Yahuweh against His enemies and the enemies of His people to protect the poor, the orphan, the widow, those suffering for their faith in Messiah, those crying out for His help, the marking of the remnant of Ezekiel 9, the restoration of the Davidic Kingdom, and the rising of Yahuweh to His rest.  In the last week, I’ve touched the heart of Yahuweh, who has to judge but doesn’t want to, I have felt His pain and suffering. Psalm 132:8, 13-14 is a call for Him to arise to His rest (His release from sorrow), and dwell with His people who love Him and desire Him over everything else in this world, who call for Yahushua to come, who desire to walk in His nature, His ways, and think with His heart. The Shmittah year is the year of release. At the end of a Shmittah year, the 7th Shmittah of a cycle of 49 years, we enter the 50th year – the Jubilee year - when Abba’s wrath is over and He can rise to His rest with His family. [Refer to: “Arise to Your Rest” September 2014]

The greatest passion of His heart is to restore a remnant of the whole House of Ya’cob back together in His hand. He will have His family united!  The greatest amount of Scripture is about this restoration, throughout the Word. 

Jeremiah 32:37-41 tells about His passionate heart. [Refer to: “The Aliyah Scriptures” to learn how great this restoration is] 

When archeologists first went up to Masada, after nearly 2,000 years, they found the bones and many remains of that group of over 950 who resisted the attack of Rome. But, in the synagogue later, they found two scrolls. One was part of Ezekiel 37, which asks: “…can these bones live?” The other scroll contained Deuteronomy 33 and 34, which describes the return path of Messiah and the preparation to enter the Promised Land. This gives me chills, for Ezekiel 37:1-14 has been fulfilled, Ezekiel 37:15-28 is being fulfilled now. [I recommend the DVD The Masada Mystery by Jonathan Cahn, which powerfully tells the story of Masada and the restoration of Israel] 

Then there is Psalm 102:13-22. Our favorite place on earth is Zion – the City of David – just south of the southern wall of the Temple Mount.  This is where King David put the Ark under a tent covering, and worshipped Yahuweh with close Levite friends, for 40 years. It was here that most of the Psalms were written. As Psalm 102:13-18 says—Yes!, We love her stones and favor her dust. For from that dust will rise the palace of the Davidic Kingdom once again for its new owner – Messiah Yahushua Yahuweh!
In all of our proclamations, we use Scripture as our foundation. We never say a word that is not firmly established in His Word! True intercession is not making petitions, or screaming at the Devil. It is proclaiming the Word of Yahuweh into the earth--portal openers in the mouth of His servants for the working of His will. [Refer to: “Intercession: Knowing the Basics”]

All of His trusted servants are in tune with His mind and desire, for His has trained and instructed them. Mankind as a whole has rejected His right to rule as Creator, and His right to intervene in human affairs as Elohim. 
But, a small remnant opens doors for His entrance because we love Him. We make no show of doing what we do, for the enemy constantly watches to try to thwart the work of His servants.  We stay hidden in the shadow of the Almighty. However, the result of what we do at His command is manifested in the natural realm and in the eternal realm.
On the morning of the 24th, we set out at about 9:00 AM for the City of David. As we descended the steps to the Western Wall Plaza, we heard loud sharp sounds that sounded very much like gun fire, “molotov cocktails,” or large fireworks, coming from the Temple Mount. We looked around and saw that the Jews were going about life as usual. We proceeded to the City of David and had a wonderful time in His Presence--proclaiming, and sharing, near the base of King David’s palace.

Later we found out that indeed, all of those things were happening on the Temple Mount, plus the usual rock-throwing, and that some of the police were injured. As a sister in Messiah and I tried to go into the ruins of the Ophel area that connects the Temple Mount with the City of David this last Passover week, we found that the police had closed off the Ophel because of rioting on the Temple Mount. Terrorism, acts of violence, rioting, attacks on police and the IDF, and on Israeli citizens, are increasing. We are on the outskirts of a full-blown third Intifada. Tourism was down in number, as you can imagine. However, it has not stopped tourists from coming. This Sukkot should bring more tourists, for it is the major in-gathering Festival of the Festival year. It represents our “tabernacling” with Elohim forever. 

Some rockets did come into Jerusalem during the recent war with Hamas, and more bomb shelters were built in Jerusalem. But, we stay in the north around Lake Kinneret (the “Sea of Galilee). After living in Aqaba, Jordan, for 8 years, Abba moved me up to Tiberias, on the Lake, in 2007. I have stayed there 5-6 months out of the year ever since. Now that it is hard for me to walk, and to see clearly, I am very appreciative to my two team mates – my son Derek and his wife Rivkah--to help me. 
Yesterday, we took the ski lift to the top of one of the peaks of the Mount Hermon ridge to do intersession-proclamation. Israel owns 7% of that huge mountain range, referred to in Genesis 14:16 and Deuteronomy 3, in the area of the ancient tribe of Dan. Most of the mountain is in Syria. I thanked Abba for allowing me to walk up the hill past the ski lift. From there Damascus is only 40 miles to the northwest. I am so grateful for everything He allows me to do for Him!
Added to our proclamations, for many years now, has been Psalm 83 and Psalm 2, calling for Yahuweh to arise and avenge His enemies and the enemies of His children. From meeting with believers from Damascus, while living in Jordan, I know that our brothers and sisters are suffering for their faith in Gaza, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and in other nations of the Muslim world. We must not forget the Arab and Persian Christian believers, Egyptians, and “Palestinians,” too, who are greatly suffering and dying for their faith in the One who died and rose again for their salvation.

At this point, believers in Jordan have freedom, but with terrorists entering free Muslim nations, how long will they be able to protect Christians? 
The Israeli farmers, who do not observe the Shmittah law of Elohim, threaten to boycott the IDF, who has decided not to buy Israeli food from farmers who disobey the Shmittah but to buy from Europe. Read the article “Israeli farmers threaten IDF boycott” By Times of Israel, September 29, 2014.  

For centuries, the rabbis have found ways to get around obeying Yahuweh’s Shmittah decree by wily finagling, which is deceitful, dishonest, and disobedient to Yahuweh. But, buying from Europe is not valid either, nor is compromising with the Israel rebellious farmers. There are some Orthodox Jews who observe the Shmittah year and are blessed, but they are independent families. There are over 5,000 observant Orthodox in the IDF.  Because they want to obey Elohim, they are trying this year to do something to observe the Shmittah as an army. I pray a lot for His remnant of Judah who will find Messiah as their “Lamb of Elohim.”  A few months ago, Prime Minister Netanyahu said that he thought it would be good if Israel observed the Shmittah Year as a nation. But, modern Israel is deeply tied to the Luciferic world system and other nations for their survival. Thus, obedience to Yahuweh, at best, is compromised. Rabbinic Judaism is a master in overriding the decrees of Yahuweh by compromise or by changing His rules. [Refer to: “Exposing Rabbinic Judaism and Its Link to Rome”]

For understanding detailed ramifications of Yahuweh’s Shmittah command, I recommend you read the Scriptures regarding the Shmittah year, and the book The Mystery of the Shemitah by Jonathan Cahn, released September 2, 2014. It is amazing information for us today, especially for Americans.   

There are two sides to the Shmittah year: 1) blessing for those that observe it, 2) cursing and judgment on those that do not obey it. The Shmittah cycle marks time from Creation. The three Festivals of Tishre 1, 10, and 15-22-- Yom Teruah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot--give us the last three puzzle pieces of the plan of salvation. The plan of salvation was conceived in the minds of Yahuweh and Yahushua before the foundation of the world. The seven Festivals give details and timing of this 7-part plan. [Refer to: “Seven Appointments With Man” and the recent article “Shmittah Year 2015”]  
The Shmittah years also determine the Jubilee years. The Jubilee always follows the 7th Shmittah year, or the 50th year. 
In Genesis 6:3, we read that the Spirit of Yahuweh gave man 120 years from the time of the judgment by water/Flood to the time of the judgment by fire-- referring to 120 Jubilee years, 120 cycles of 50, or 6,000 years of human history, to repent and align to Yahuweh, their Creator. Those 6,000 years ended at the beginning of the Shmittah year 2000-2001. As this Shmittah Year ended, the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York City were brought down to the ground on September 11, 2001. The towers represented America’s wealth, prosperity, pride, arrogance, and defiance of Yahuweh--and its kingship over the earth. What are the odds of the symbol of America’s status as world super power, which she gained in the Shmittah years of 1917 and 1945 at the end of World War I and World War II, bring brought down to the ground, AND the worst Wall Street Stock Market Crash of history, affecting the world, happening just at the end of a Shmittah Year, and the end of the 6,000 years allotted to man by Yahuweh? Now, the judgment of the ages is about to commence--the prophesied “Day of Yahuweh.”  We’ve entered a time tunnel of no return!     
At the end of Jonathan Cahn’s book, he reviews the Shmittah years, and the year following 1917 and 1967, comparing the year following to the blessings of a Jubilee year. 1916-1917 was a Shmittah year. World War I ended in 1917. In 1917, the Ottoman Empire was defeated, and Jews began returning to Israel after being scattered into the nations since 70 CE. It was a year of release/”Shmittah.” 1966-1967 was a Shmittah year. Israel regained Jerusalem in June of 1967. These restorations and more match what takes place in a Jubilee year, which is a kind of “super Shmittah.” 

Without setting dates, we look at His Scriptural signs. We watch for the alignment of His watchmen in what they are reporting. These things are happening in abundance now. In my two articles, “The Shmittah Year Prophecy”/2007 and “2014: The Beginning of Ya’cob’s Troubles,” you can see the patterns of the 7-year cycles, and the prophecies going back hundreds of years regarding our time. In fact, in going over Psalms and many other Scriptures for the proclamations, I saw many more connections between the signs of our time and the coming of Messiah ben David and the Kingdom of Yahuweh. It is the major theme of the entire Bible. 
The Bible from Genesis through Revelation is a love story about a wedding, and a family. Thus the closer we get to the wedding, the more revelation we can receive from His Spirit as we study the Word. But, sadly, for the most part, intellectual religious man is totally in a ditch on the side of a rocky road because they do not listen to Yahuweh’s Spirit, or learn from the Word from Him, but run after what tickles their ears and their intrigues their fancies. There are thousands of opinions out there, each using a verse here and there to try to prove their idea of what’s to come. Truth is: Anyone not speaking 100% for Yahuweh is a false prophet! All of Scripture will back up what He says. The true prophet only repeats what He says! Most Christian churches now won’t even talk about Messiah’s return because of all the chaos and opinions being touted about the timing. Yet, the signs are very clear to those who are Spirit-taught. The only sane thing to do is to get alone with the Word and let the Spirit teach you. Why go to some human who doesn’t know Yahuweh personally, who touts his knowledge--some right, some wrong—using a few verses to back it up, and then takes up the offering, when you could sit alone with Yahuweh Himself and let Him reveal to you His knowledge and His secrets. So, where is intelligence? If you compare the big-name teachers today with the prophets of the Word, you see the huge difference in their character. [Refer to: “The True Prophet, the False Prophet, and the Speculators”/December 16, 2013]  His true remnant is being hidden now, in the “secret place of the Most High.” They are “abiding in the shadow of the Almighty,” under His tallit, in His Presence. They are Spirit-taught, thus in unity with Yahuweh and with each other. They are servants under orders, always on assignments for Him. Their priorities are His. They know Him, and He knows them. He trusts them by having proven them through many tests. The true prophet is dependent on Yahuweh 100% for everything. He is humble, contrite, and trembles at the Word, so as not to offend Yahuweh in anything. He is set-apart, pure of heart, and receives what He says from Yahuweh directly from his Spirit.
His faith is simple and vibrant like that of a little child, yet his wisdom is infinite, for it comes from Yahuweh. 
The Shmittah year is a BIG TEST: In this test Yahuweh says to us: “Will you depend on Me for everything, or on yourself? Will you release your possessions to the needy; will you release those who owe you money or possessions? Will you trust Me to meet your every need?” 
Messiah said: “Unless you turn and become as a little child, you cannot enter the Kingdom of heaven.” Elohim’s ways are simple ways. Obedience, without compromise, opens doors for the miraculous!
Those in Israel who plant and harvest during the Shmittah year say by their actions: “NO, we will not trust You.”  They rebel against the control of Yahuweh over them. They are “self-sufficient.”  This is the message of the Serpent in the Garden of Eden: “Who is God? You are gods. You don’t have to obey Yahuweh. You can make your own decisions. Do as you want. He has no right to keep you from advancing in this world, and gaining knowledge of good and evil to help you prosper, and help you enjoy life.”  
Every human being born since then has bought into this lie, and thus rebelled against Yahuweh. But, by Yahuweh’s mercy, He has set apart a remnant unto Himself, and freed us from the lies of Lucifer/Satan through faith in Yah’s precious Son, our Lamb! 

The Shmittah year commands were given to Israel in the Land! They were not given to those outside His Land. He said to me in 2003, “All of My people outside of My land are in captivity.” Yet, those in captivity can keep the spirit of the Shmittah - i.e. repentance, release of all who “owe us,” whether money, possessions, apologies, or recompense for wrong-doing against us.  We must release our “debtors” on the last day of the Shmittah, Elul 29, as per Scripture. But, to live righteously before Yahuweh, we must forgive and release all offenses and debts on a daily basis!  

“Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” (Matthew 6:11-12 KJV; with Mark 11:25-26) The word “Shmitah” means “release.” Thus, we can, and must, release all negative feelings towards others--all bitterness, all desire for revenge, all hate, all anger--and repent of our own sins against Yahuweh and others, and our sins against ourselves. We must make things right, as best we can. Our prayer must be that of Psalm 139:23-24: “Search me, O Yahuweh, and know my heart…”  Repentance cleanses us, releasing what is wrong sets us free!  

We are now in the ten “Days of Awe” leading to Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16). Repentance does not mean saying “I’m sorry,” knowing that you’ll repeat the sin. Repentance is a turning away from sin, and restoring what is righteous before man and Elohim. 

The story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:2-10 is a good example of repentance.  

Here was a thieving tax collector, who received Yahushua as His Messiah and Savior.  The first thing he did was to restore to those what he had stolen. 

“`Look Master, I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have taken whatever from anyone by false accusation, I repay fourfold.’ And Yahushua said to him, `Today salvation has come to your house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Adam has come to seek and to save what was lost.”  Yochanan the baptizer, in Matthew 3:8, said: “Bear fruit worthy of repentance.”  Repentance is not just words, but actions. Read Luke chapter 15, and Luke 18:9-14 and see what real repentance brings.

The word “Shmittah” in Hebrew means “release.” The land was released to rest for a year, but on Elul 29, anyone who owed a person anything was also released and set free. You can see how devastating this would be in a “first world” culture. Imagine your credit card company wiping away all debts. They would go bankrupt instantly. In America, observing the Shmittah would wipe out the entire economy, and crash it. Jonathan Cahn brings out that the most major stock market collapses and crashes in America, affecting the whole world, took place, not only in Shmittah years, but on Elul 29 (or 30th)

--the end of Elul by the sighting of the new moon for Tishre--the day of nullification of debt. World War I ended in a Shmittah Year. World War II began and ended in a Shmittah Year. And here we are facing World War III and we’ve entered a Shmittah Year. 
The judgment woven into the fabric of the Shmittah laws, affects nations, and the world as a whole. The dispersion of Judah in 586 BCE into Babylon was a Shmittah Year. The reason for their 70 year punishment was because they did not let the land rest for 70 years/70 Shmittahs--they disobeyed the Shmittah laws. Now, modern Israel, as a nation, has been rejecting and compromising with His Shmittah laws.   

What can you do? You can keep the year spiritually, if you are in captivity. 

But, as an individual, IF you are led by the Spirit--not by a false sense of duty or responsibility from a religious mind--and you have a farm, and if then if He gives you peace about it, then go ahead and guard the Shmittah in actuality. You will not only be blessed, you will learn some invaluable lessons! But, once you decide to guard it, don’t back off of your vow. Also, remember, Yahuweh doesn’t do things on the spur of the moment. If you are going to obey the ancient rules of the Shmittah regarding planting and harvesting, you should have stored up food already in preparation. Obeying the laws of Yahuweh requires submission, and preparation.  
I’ve had several people ask about the two calendars – Yahuweh’s Festival Calendar and Yahuweh’s Civil Calendar, so I wrote a 1 1/2-page explanation, which is below in Appendix A. 
Let us return to His rest, and call for Him to come to His rest on Zion!

Shalom, Yedidah, 
October 2, 2014 

---------------------------------------------  

APPENDIX A
Why Two Calendars?

There are two calendars for the people of Yahuweh, and one for His creation as a whole. Many nations have two calendars. America has two or three calendars affecting different things - all are all valid, i.e. a calendar beginning January 1st and a Fiscal Calendar, for example.  Abba has two calendars. He never trashes anything.  Both calendars are very important for different things for us as His people.   The Tishre calendar marks time from Creation in 7-day, 7-year, and 7-millennium cycles.  It is for the world, for all creation, as well as for us. It is Israel’s “Civil Calendar.” It counts the timing of the Shmittah years, the 7-year cycles, and the Jubilee.   

He gave the Pesach Festival calendar of Exodus 12:2 to Moses. But, there was at least 2,000 years separating Adam from Moses.  The creation calendar was very valid for 1/4th of the time of human history!  The Civil Calendar is a calendar of natural timing for all humankind, but more so for us - for we, as His people, understand His timing for Messiah's 1st and 2nd coming by the Tishre calendar.  The children of light are not caught by surprise when Messiah returns, for they understand the Tishre calendar which marks the timing of His return. (I Thessalonians 5)

Notice the wording in Exodus 12:2: “This is the beginning of months FOR YOU. It is the first month of the year FOR YOU.”  

The expression "for you," is in there twice for emphasis. The calendar that begins with Pesach is not for the world.  It is for us who guard His commandments. It is for us who are His people.  Instead of the Tishre calendar being the 1st month as it was for a couple of thousand years, it became the 7th month.  It is the month marking 7s – 7-year cycles, the 7-year Shmittah cycles, and the Jubilee cycles of the 50th year following 7 Shmittah years.  Messiah was born on a Tishre 1, and will return on a Tishre 1.  

While in Jerusalem at the Western Wall on the eve of rabbinic Yom Teruah, and the morning of rabbinic Tishre 1, we heard shouting and drumming and dancing, singing, and shofar-blowing.  At the City of David on the morning of rabbinic Tishre 1, September 25th, we attended meetings in the tomb of David area--Rivkah and I in the women and children area, and Derek with the men in their area. We saw them raising their hands in praise and worship of Elohim.  Shofars were blown. They sang and proclaimed Psalms.  Yom Teruah means the Day of Shouting and Trumpets. 

Psalm 81:1-3: “Shout for joy to Elohim, our strength!  Raise a shout to the Elohim of Ya’cob! Lift up a song. Beat the tambourine, play the pleasant lyre and the harp. Blow the shofar (ram’s horn) at the time of the New Moon…”  The Exodus 12:2 calendar is for us! It is the calendar that lays out the plan of salvation through Messiah. The seven Festivals begin with Passover (His death), then Unleavened Bread (His burial), then First Fruits (His resurrection), then His outpouring of the Spirit into those who have received Messiah’s salvation (Pentecost), then the final 3 festivals giving His return, His declaration of all Israel saved, and His wedding and 7 days in the chupa. The Festivals are the backbone, the prophetic declarations, of the whole plan of salvation from Yahuweh.  So, that's for us who are children of Yahuweh through faith in Messiah Yahushua.  But, the timing from creation helps us understand what Abba wants all mankind to understand - that He is Creator, and His timing proceeds forward from Genesis 1 - from eternity past to eternity future.

It is so simple, a child can understand. In fact, the Creator has made everything so simple that a child can understand it, but the intellectuals and religious people stumble at the simplicity of such an infinite Elohim. This is why Messiah said: “Unless you become as a little child, you cannot enter the Kingdom of Elohim.” 

It is the simplicity of faith in a loving Father that causes Him to act in our behalf. 

Adam and Eve exchanged the life of simplicity for intellectual pride and damnation. It is the same trick that Satan still uses on every human born into this world, and, except for a few, it works every time on everybody. Pride is what made Satan fall in the first place. It makes every human fall, for pride doesn’t want to be simple and child like. People want to be intellectually important and puffed up before others. The Word of Yahuweh is for those that walk in simple child-like faith, who, in obedience, apply it in their everyday life. These do not view the Word as a text book to study to gain knowledge about a theology of someone they don’t know. The child-like view the Word as a love letter from their heavenly Father – something that helps them know the nature, ways, and thinking of the One they love! 

