MULTIPLE WIVES – IS IT SCRIPTURAL?

The word "Torah" mean instructions and teachings--there is not one teaching in not one verse in the entire Word where Yahuweh instructs men to have more than one wife. All seed-precedent was set in the Garden of Eden. He created Eve--not Eve, Sally, Martha, and Judy. The practice of taking more than one wife came from the eastern pagan world. It was also common practice for pagan kings. But, the thinking of the East is far different than the thinking of the West! The thinking of the West has its roots in Greece and Rome--in the lusts of the flesh, and the exaltation of the mind. 

In many cultures of eastern thinking--ancient and modern--a woman is primarily to have children and keep house. It is common for eastern men to rate their success in life on how many children they can produce. So a woman is mainly for having babies, not necessarily for pleasure alone--thus to have lots of children, the men needs lots of wives. But, unfortunately, in the tribes of Ham, following the lust of Ham, “pleasure” often means homosexuality, which is rampant in the Arab and African worlds, or some bizarre form of sexual expression--thus Sodom was a leader in “sodomy”. 

In the West, most couples want small families of one or two, or no children at all. Therefore, sex is for pleasure almost exclusively, and thus pornography is rampant, along with the practice of fornication, adultery, child sexual abuse, and sexual deviations like sex with animals. As we see from Hollywood and sports stars, many western men pride themselves on how many women they can take to bed – not for children, but for pleasure. In the Scriptures, an eastern “Book”, marriage of more than one wife to have lots of children was the norm.   

In the East, like in the Muslim world, as well as in Africa, the practice of having multiple wives is common--part of their culture. In the East men know that each marriage is a covenant. When they make a covenant with a new wife, they know that their responsibility to each is to protect them, provide for them and the children, and give them a good place to live for security. In the West men take women for pleasure, and often abandon their wives. There is no concept of a covenant relationship, of their responsibility to take good care of the woman and her children, no commitment to her at all.  A man and woman may live together in college, for example, and when its over they go their own way. If she gets pregnant she gets an abortion. It is sterile with no commitment, no responsibility to each other, and certainly not for children. In the East, each woman taken is “married”--publicly acknowledged as the man’s second, third, or fourth wife. In the Muslim world, a man can take 4 wives. It is in the fantasy world of Islam that if man dies for Allah, he will go into paradise and have 72 virgins. That ruse is used to attract young boys to become suicide bombers. Muslim men I’ve talked to are reticent to take more than two wives because of the responsibility. 

Many now, like the ultra pompous “Rabbi” Moshe Koniuchowsky of Florida
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are advocating polygamous marriages--multiple wives. He’s the guy who raked the Prophet Zechariah over the coals, calling him names, mocking him as a stupid idiot for asking questions in the fourth chapter of his book. So much for humility! I sure wouldn’t want to be one of his wives! 

The twisting of truth is this: Nowhere does Yahuweh command men to take multiple wives! It is not TORAH!  Yet these over-sexed teachers are saying it is OK, because it is in the Torah…Lie!  Just because Yahuweh allowed it for a season doesn’t mean it is His perfect will for all of us.  But, the lusts of men are getting out of hand as the demons of sexual lust and perversion are become more and more wicked and open. Many are using Abraham, Jacob, and King David, even Solomon, to justify taking more than one wife. Some say wife two and on, are “concubines”.  A concubine was treated as a wife--like Ya’cob with Leah and Rebecca’s concubines. 

In the Eastern culture of the Scriptures there was kindness in the taking of multiple wives, for the men cared for the women and their children, keeping them off the streets and from prostitution, which may have been their only recourse if their husband died and they had no son to care for them. 

Messiah raised the widow’s son at Nain because otherwise she’d be out on the street destitute--her husband had died and her son had died. So in restoring the son, Messiah gave the woman her life back. (Luke 7:11-16)

In Africa today, like among the Luo tribe, which I worked with on and off for seven years, if a man dies leaving a wife and children, just like in the days of the Scriptures, the wife is given in marriage to the brother of the deceased. Why is this practiced among pagan tribes? It is because it is still an act of kindness and respect for the dead brother to care for his wife and children. Is this the thinking of the western teachers who teach multiple wives?  NO…  Even when Judah was negligent to give Tamar his third son for a husband, to make things right so that her dead husband had an heir, she had to trick him into having sex with her to produce an heir for his son, otherwise the lineage of Messiah would have ended, and the world would not have Torah, nor be blessed by the Jews. Everything depended on her forcing what was culturally right in her day. 

The thinking of the ancient East, which is still prevalent today in many eastern cultures, is to protect the lineage of the deceased, as well as the wife and her living children.  

I’ve talked to wives out in the bush of Africa. A woman alone, without a husband in primitive eastern culture, or Arab sophisticated culture, is considered a “bad woman”. The first few years I was in Aqaba, Jordan, the men and women thought I was a bad woman (a prostitute) because I was alone by myself in my apartment—no husband, no son. But, one ay wife #2 of my landlord, a lovely woman from Lebanon, invited me to her son’s 1st birthday party. There were several Muslim women there. She told me that they had figured out that I was not a bad woman, just a western woman living alone, and in my culture that was 
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all right. She I made friends. But, for a woman to be by herself in ancient days, and now in Africa and the Arab world, means hardship, abuse, cruelty, aloneness, and often death because of poverty and starvation. Many women and children became beggars. The children also are treated cruelly. In Africa, oftentimes the pastors who had one wife, would take in widows and many orphans just to keep them off the street. But, the ones I knew were loyal to their one wife and had happy families. 

In the western world most women can get a job, rent their own apartment, and live a decent life without a husband, but, in general, not in the East.

King David was very gallant, a prince if there ever was one, to take Avigail as his wife when her wicked husband, Nabal, died. He took her as his second wife to keep her from having to resort to prostitution to survive. (I Samuel 25)

This is why Messiah makes this statement, strange to the western mind, in Matthew 5:32: “…whosoever shall divorce his wife, except for fornication, causes her to commit adultery…”  If a man divorced his wife in that culture, she’d be out on the street to beg or turn to prostitution, or to marry another man just to survive, thus breaking a perfectly good marriage covenant.  

I have met many who have multiple wives in Africa and in the Muslim world, and it is far different than what the Messianic world is promoting. For in the East, the prime reason for taking another wife, done legally within their religions, is to have loads of children--making the man a respected big shot in his community. One Arab man told us that he had no children. But, we knew he had five daughters. In the East to have a son is what brings honor to the man, not having a girl. If a wife only produces girls he gets another wife to give him boys. Thus you can understand the thinking of Leah in having boys for Ya’cob. 

In China, they have a one -child law. If a woman has more than one child she is sterilized, and the family fined so much money it takes years to pay off their debt to the government. Thus, the girls are aborted, or even they are killed later on if the woman is pregnant with a boy. They kill the girl to keep from having to pay the fine. So, this is also an example of Eastern thinking. The boys are wanted—they are the leaders in Eastern society. The girls are for reproducing children, for the most part.  

I met one man in Africa, an elder in the church--not the pastor--who had five wives. All the wives and children were well cared for. He was a prosperous man. If I told him to send the other four away I would be condemning those women and their children to a life of great hardship and struggle. I told him what the Word said about church leaders having one wife. I said to think about keeping the #1 in his house, but having a good home near him for the other four, so that they could continue to be protected, and also their children, but without sexual encounter from him. I don’t know if that was the best advise, but that was my thinking in 1996-2001 during my seven times in Africa. 
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Multiple marriages was one of those things that Abba allowed as man progressed forward in his revelation of Him, though He did not make it a teaching of His will. 

Having many, many children is a pride thing with men in the East--primarily in the Arab world. But, I was friends with an African pastor who had pastured a large church in Burundi. When an opposing tribe slaughtered so many of his tribe, and almost all of his congregation, he and his wife and children fled to 

Nairobi, Kenya.  He later told me that he was determined to have as many children as possible who were full blooded Hutus – a major tribe in Burundi – to make up for the deaths of those he loved.  Such, again, is the thinking of the East, but not of the West. 

But, as you noticed in the Bible, as with Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Hannah, they suffered greatly because they were childless. Abba opened their womb to have children. It was pride thing with the women too. Remember that Leah kept bearing boys to impress Ya’cob. She felt that if she had more children he would love her.  So in the East it is children that is the root reason for multiple wives, whereas in the West it is lust. 

The early Mormons practiced polygamy. But, they did so, as far as history tells, like the eastern people--they cared for their wives and children. The only problem is that in many cases, not just with Mormons, but in the eastern cultures, the men “marry” their daughters, some as young as 8 years old, but many times 13-14 year olds, like Mohammed did. Thus you have inbreeding—incest--that produces sometimes a mentally deficient offspring. This inner breeding goes on among the Samaritans on Mount Gerizim today. Only about 600 Samaritans remain, but because of intermarriage many are deformed in body and mentally deficient.  

The East is a culture of male dominance. The women mostly stay to themselves and gather with other women. Most stay covered up also, depending on how covered up their husbands want them to be. In the Arab world, there is an entrance into the house for men, and a different one for the women. The woman is considered ½ a person in the Muslim world--but that’s the “gentile” world—the pagan world. Lot offered his two daughters to the homosexuals in Sodom rather than give up the angels to them.  That sounds so horrible, and it was, but to the eastern mentality of his day a girl was not that important, if a man could be spared. 

These things are not compatible with the nature of Yahuweh. In Abba’s world, He elevates women to their proper position—giving them honor. The male is the head of the home, yes, but the female is not the slave of the man--each have their roles, but love is emphasized. In the Arab world, things like love, compassion, tenderness, kindness, gentleness are generally mocked as weakness. I lived with Jordanians and a lot of Palestinians too, and love and compassion as we know it were foreign to them, except for the few—there’s always the few. An example is that from age two-three when a boy is weaned 
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from his mother’s breast, he must learn to fight for his male place in society--learning to throw rocks and abuse others weaker than he, otherwise he puts himself in danger.  Wives are not loved, as we know love, but “kept” well. The Scriptures teach men to love their wives, not just “keep” them. The Koran teaches that the husband has to periodically beat his wife, to make sure she is 

kept in subjection. In the western world because women learn early to  dominate their husbands, it is the man who is abused, emasculated, and put down, and the wife who is the ruling jezebel.  Most western women do not want more than one child, if that. Their careers are most important.  

But, just because Yahuweh allowed multiple wives for the reason of kindness in a hard and cruel eastern world, and perhaps still does, still it was not a teaching or instruction or a precedent that He put forth in His Torah. The Torah is the Covenant that rules the Kingdom of heaven—“as above, so below!”  

Moses killed an Egyptian for beating a Hebrew slave. Abba did not strike him dead for that, but that did not set a precedent that we can kill anyone we see doing wrong, and it will be overlooked. Rahab was a harlot. She protected the spies at Jericho. She later ended up in the lineage of Messiah. But, that doesn’t mean that harlotry is Ok if you are kind to fleeing Jews. People in the word did a lot of things that we do not hear Abba denouncing them for, but that doesn’t mean He is making a statement that what they did is all right. Sin always faces  judgment in some way. No one gets away with anything that is wrong.  

Like I wrote in the article “East vs. West”, the thinking of the east and west is incredibly different!  That is why it is almost impossible to understand the Word without understanding eastern mentality, for the Word is focused only on one land and one people, and one Covenant with the one people—Israel, Hebrews, and Torah.  

Mankind is becoming more and more animalistic--a lot of that is due to the DNA 

manipulation that is purposely gong on through food, water, and air--chemicals in clothes, etc. all over the world, but also the influence of demons is increasing and in some cases a whole culture is being demonized like in America. But, also, the teaching of evolution teaches that man is just a higher animal that has evolved from a lesser form. The reasoning, then, is that if we are no more than biological animals, why not do as they do – take what we want to satisfy us, with no responsibility for our actions? Thus the people in western society are thinking, and becoming, more and more like animals. This is the return to the days of Noah. Demons took wives – and from them bred combination creatures of demon and human, called “Nephilim”.  Now we see a major morphing back of the human race to the time of the Nephilim, when evil filled the earth to overflowing. 

But, aiding this are the new Messianic teachers/rabbis who use the Torah to justify sin, and twisted thinking.  Another example, some Americans who have come to Israel are so fearful of not being able to stay in the country, that they 
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are converting to Judaism, lying that they deny Messiah, but saying to their Messianic friends that is OK to deny Him in a lie, because Jacob lied and Yahuweh did not spank him for it. Such twisted minds are very scary—whatever man can imagine it seems man is doing. They have no fear of Yahuweh and 

Yahushua, for they do not know Them. These people practice the outward rules of Torah – but at the same time twist the Torah to justify sin, and their Messianic friends in Israel are saying that’s OK.     

The use of the Torah to justify evil is rampant now--but mainly among Americans and American Israelis. I’m sure it is happening in the UK and Europe, too, but not to the extent that it is happening in America. America has become the greatest exporter of heresy, lies, deceptions, and twisted truth than any other nation on earth. They’re also the greatest exporter of pornography, including child pornography, violent movies, and violent music, hard addictive drugs, sexual perversion, filthy books, and destructive medicines, food, and even chemically tainted clothes. And it is this culture, which is more than any other culture, promoting multiple wives among Messianic people.   

The use of the Scriptures to defend all kinds of pagan beliefs is rampant – Babylonian beliefs, New Age beliefs, even resorting to astronomy for timing of prophecy, and demoting of Messiah as less than deity--which is saying that Abba begat (to come out of the loins of) something less than Himself. This violates the very core of His rules of Creation, which says that everything is to reproduce “after its own kind”. I am writing an article on exposing another Babylonian sun god fad that has infiltrated the Messianic movement, but also I address this with a prophetic anointing, along with other heresies from the minds of the bored religious Americans. It is hard, however, to keep up with all the Luciferic garbage being inserted into the simple faith that the Word gives us. Yah’s people are going crazy lusting after new knowledge, and Lucifer is quick to give it to them. 

I know hardly anyone who knows how to live out of the portal of their re-born spirit, that reaches into Abba’s realm to let Him teach, lead, guide, and reveal Himself in intimate relationship. That’s boring to the western mind—the tree of knowledge of good and evil is too stimulating. Thus the minds of the earth’s people are being taken over for the coming of the anti-messiah.  

What is so disturbing is that the cases are multiplying where Messianic men are leaving the wife of their youth, taking on a girl friend, even getting her pregnant, and then telling his wife that he loves this woman, and is taking her for a second wife. The first wives who married their husbands thinking they were righteous men, because of the demons of lust that are pouring forth onto the earth now, as in the days of the Nephilim, are being told by their husbands that they want to take another wife because it is in the Torah. This is no longer a theological discussion, but wickedness being justified by the Torah.  A friend of mine married a man whom she thought was so righteous—a Torah teacher—only to
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find out after marriage that he believes in multiple wives, and wants children by a younger woman. This is evil justified by misuse of Abba’s Word. So, I don’t just refute this for doctrine’s sake, but because it is destroying homes!!!  

It is pure wickedness to tout multiple wives as Torah and OK because Abraham did it—no, it is no more than sexual license in the western mind. 

Then there are those that marry, divorce, marry, divorce, marry, divorce--all Ok under most Messianic thinking as long as the new husband or wife is a ‘believer” – but not OK in the mind of Yahuweh. It is no more than taking multiple wives in a complicated legalized manner. Because His people reject His Spirit as their Teacher, and listen to man, the divisions are a dime a dozen and “everyone does what is right in his own eyes”.  It is an evil time!  Repent, and turn from your wicked ways, for why will you die O House of Israel?”

The West tries to fit the Scriptures into their culture--it is impossible! Western man has no concept of Covenant, of discipleship--forsaking all to follow a Master as a servant, allowing Him to be the teacher. The West has no fear of Yahuweh--they think of themselves as gods. They do not know the real Elohim of Israel. We are progressing forward to a Kingdom, headquartered in Israel. Get out and proclaim His salvation and His coming Kingdom, and share His love. Abba’s business is the business of transforming lives.  

Love and shalom, 

Yedidah

December 10, 2010                         
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