“JUDGE NOTHING BEFORE THE TIME”

I Corinthians 4:5: “Judge nothing before the time, until the Master comes, who shall bring to light what is hidden in darkness, and reveal the thoughts of the heart…” 

My dad, whom I called “Papa”, died in 1983. It was a horrible day in my life. He had aneurisms that burst around his heart. He had been once again reading Revelation 4 and 5—his favorite passages when it happened. He had such a love for the coming of Messiah. But, through the years, because of my judging of my parents, especially my papa, I really never knew them. I look back on their mistakes and weaknesses, their hurts and pains, and realize that I messed up my life far greater than they could have done in three lifetimes. 

My dad had an explosive temper a lot of his life, due to past hurts from childhood that he had internalized. After a session of temper, I’d watch him go and sit in his special chair, pull out the Bible, read it, and pray. My heart would be filled with judgment--labeling him “HYPOCRITE!”, with much anger in my heart.  Children do not understand the realities of life, nor the depths of the human heart, until they become older, and so often make the same mistakes their parents made, only worse. Yet, as children they judged their parents. Because when papa collapsed in death the ambulance took my papa to a local little hospital in the Appalachian Mountains, I was allowed to go in and see him on the gurney after he died. I sobbed and sobbed, and said over and over “I’m sorry papa”. He had come to me before he died, for he was well aware he was dying, and apologized for anything he might have done to hurt me. I thought that strange, but I I hugged him none-the-less, and felt a release in my spirit. He died in peace. He died with such a wonderful reputation for being such a gentle and kind man, a teacher of the Word and a friend to many, that at his funeral it appeared that the town Mayor had died—there were so many people. When he went into town to buy groceries, a great joy to him, he would bless the people, speak of “the Lord”, and make people smile. He had blessed so many in that little town. Later his church added a wing onto the “sanctuary” and dedicated it in his honor. My papa had been a well-known musician in the “big band era”, had a beautiful voice and directed choirs. He worked in several secular jobs--was a Middle School Principle, a school teacher, and a postal worker. But, his passions were for the Word, for the Holy Spirit, for evangelism, for end time prophecy, and for Israel. He loved to pray for Israel. These five things set my life’s course forever: 1) a passion for the Word in its wholeness 2) a passion for the Spirit of Abba as my Teacher and friend, guide and comforter 3) a passion for Israel and 4) a passion to study the end times, and 5) a passion to reach the lost with the good news of salvation before Messiah came.  His great love for the book of Revelation became my great love. My dad received much revelation 
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regarding things in the Word that far outshined the understanding of his Baptist church.  He wrote many of his revelations on the book of Revelation in letters, which he kept in a small folder. I had the privilege in 2001, on the 50th anniversary of my new birth, to go to the Isle of Patmos, where I read those letters in the cave where John received the Revelation.   

Years later after his death, I had been out shopping for groceries and was driving into my driveway. The scene of my papa sitting in his chair reading the Bible after an explosion of anger flashed in front of me. That gentle voice of Abba spoke: “He was only getting up”. In that brief time between the time I entered the driveway and the time I parked the car, I began sobbing with a broken heart, for He had shown me the truth – and I realized that my judgment was 100% WRONG.  Papa was no hypocrite. He was a humble man who acknowledged his sin. His going to the Word and praying was his way of repenting and getting restored to the favor of Yahuweh. He was a tender- hearted man who was quick to repent. Because of this, my dad’s life impacted so many others, as he was transformed and changed, so he was able to counsel and change the lives of others for good.  Many called him their mentor in the Word.  I was the loser. But, since his death I’ve seen him three times with my mother, who died in 1995, in the cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1-2).

In our self-righteousness, we are so quick to judge things that we do not understand. It is “flesh”, pure and simple. Only the Spirit knows what is in man, for He, Abba, knows our thoughts and our end, from the foundation of the world.  So many times we judge wrongly by outward appearance. 

“Yahuweh sees not as man sees, for man looks on the outward appearance, but Yahwueh looks on the heart”. (I Samuel 16:7) In this case with Saul, it was in reverse. Man thought he was awesome and wonderful. Yahuweh saw a sinner with great weaknesses, and He removed him as King, putting David in his place.

So often people put people on pedestals only to have them fall off. But, many times people judge what they think is wrong, but they do not know what Abba sees. It is time to balance standing for truth with Abba’s view of things--with His nature and ways--with compassion, with His love and understanding, with humility and contriteness, with gentleness and kindness. For so often we think someone is doing wrong, and we gossip and slander, and then find out we are  wrong. But, by that time, we’ve caused much damage--sometimes eternal damage. And, at the least we are fools with egg on our face, but often the damage we do is irreversible. 

Let us walk in the gift of the discernment of spirits—discerning what is of Elohim what is of Satan, and what is of “flesh” – human sin nature. Let us be hard on ourselves before we judge others. Let us think on what is good, righteous and set-apart. Let us live the life of set-apartness. (Philippians 4:4-8) 

I Corinthians 13 is still valid for today, and forever!  Abba has been so merciful to us! Most people do not realize how horrible their sin is in His sight. Most do 
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not repent when they realize they’ve sinned. Some throw up glib prayers asking for forgiveness, but do not realize what that sin cost Elohim, and what grief sin brings to His heart. Therefore, humbling ourselves, knowing that without His Salvation we are lost and bound for the lake of fire, let us extend mercy to others.

No, I am not talking out being a “door mat” to wrong, I’m talking about doing all we can to walk in peace. Romans 12:18-21: “If it be possible, as much as lies within you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather put wrath aside, for it is written `Vengeance is Mine I will repay’ Instead, if your enemy hungers feed him, if he thirst give him drink…do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good”.  

Once we’ve done all to walk in love and peace, if the other person remains twisted, we must give them to Abba and trust His judgment of the situation.  We can and must pray for the Spirit to deal with those who are not doing right; we are commanded to pray for those who do evil to us, that they might repent and find salvation. We must never pray witchcraft prayers--praying our own will against our enemies--praying evil to them.  We must never take action against another to do evil to them. Abba is very harsh on those who try to use Him to bring judgment on others. He says that He will avenge His enemies, and ours, but we must never take revenge, or bear a grudge, or use our tongue to spew forth words that attract demonic spirits. Demonic spirits feed on negative words and negative emotions. This gives them power and an open door to destroy your own life. 

“Love”, in Hebrew context, means to submit to the one loved in obedience and servitude. It is not some mushy feeling that is constantly in flux, ruled by our emotions and momentary mind-set. Loving our enemy simply means we do nothing to harm them. We do not submit to their evil, but we don’t take personal revenge in any way. We are to love Abba Yahuweh with all our heart, mind and strength, from our spirit.  That means we submit to how He thinks, how He acts, and to align to His nature and ways. The fruit of the re-born spirit, the nature of Messiah and Abba Yahuweh, is listed in part in Galatians 5:22-24, but is throughout the entire Word. We are to love Him above everyone else!  

Matthew 10:34-39 and Luke 14:25-33 tell us that if it comes down to having the choose between submission to man and submission to the Master, then we have no other choice than to submit to the Spirit of Yahuweh. But, we are commanded to love our neighbor as we love ourselves--to do good without seeking reward, even to our enemies. 

If we are truly born of the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit, be taught by the Spirit, led by the Spirit, directed by the Spirit, and transformed by the Spirit.

We are to live a plumb line life before man. But, in doing so, pride and arrogance and a self-righteous spirit must never be a part of our lives. He dwells with the contrite and humble who “tremble at His Word”—Isaiah 66:1-2.  
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Oh the damage we do when we repeat gossip and slander--or we judge others in our heart--or we not only destroy someone’s reputation, which is “character assassination”, but also potentially blocking the good they might do for others--perhaps thousands of others who could have received truth and deliverance from this person if they had not been tainted with information that was false. But, what we do is open the door for the demonic spirits of Satan to come into our own life and destroy us.   

Yes, we must expose evil. We must be preachers of righteousness. But, we expose only as the Spirit leads! We must not focus on the evil, but focus on Abba’s salvation, forgiveness, and pardon. It is not everyone’s duty to correct wrong, for often false motives are hidden in that agenda. We must never usurp the authority of the Spirit. We must not play “Holy Spirit”!  We must pray for Him to do things His way, and then we get out of the way! It is the Spirit whose job it is to convict of sin, of righteous, and of judgment (John 16:8-10). 

If we step in with our religious judgments and criticism, not being led by the Spirit in gentleness and the love of Yahuweh, we often destroy the work of the Spirit and drive a person further away from Yahuweh, from salvation, from Torah, from deliverance, etc. 

The pattern for confronting an offender is found in Matthew 18:13-17. If someone offends you, or sins against you, go to them—confront them. If they won’t listen, take someone else to be your witness. If they refuse to repent, humble themselves, and make things right—then take them before the congregation. But, do not let the hurt and bitterness against someone build and build, for then it will defile many, and hurt you greatly.  (Hebrews 12:15)

Often times gossip, slander, betrayal, is due to bitterness against someone--a type of revenge. It only boomerangs back on the one doing the judging.

There is no more horrible spirit than religious self-righteous pride and arrogance—a better-than-thou attitude. It hurt people, drives them away from the truth that Abba wants to give them. If we value our own eternal destiny, we must discipline ourselves daily to walk in His ways. 

It is said of the Apostle John (Yochanan) that as he grew older, back in Ephesus after returning from Patmos, his one theme that was constantly on his lips was: “Little children, love one another”.  If you read the little book of I John you will see the heart of a man who really knew the Master’s heart. “We know that we have passed from death unto life because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death”. (I John 3:14) 

Love is the one identifying sign of one who is born of the Spirit--not the mushy fleshly love of the world, sentimental and volatile, in flux all the time—unstable--the kind that sends cards at Valentine’s Day with hearts and flowers all over it, and the next week is slandering that person. But, real love never fails--it endures to the end.  Yes, the love of Abba is conditional.  By now, those that have 
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learned the nature and ways of Yahuweh by studying the Word, taught by His Spirit, know that there is no unconditional love in the Scriptures. He cannot love sin--or those that practice it. The old mushy expression goes, “you can hate the sin but love the sinner”, is not valid. This phrase is used to condone homosexuality, rebellion, even murder—making excuses for the sin, pointing out how nice the sinner is. He has conditions for all of His promises of blessing. If a person is living in sin, with no repentance, they have closed the door to the blessings of Yahuweh. We can love them by praying for them, but there are times when He tells us to stop praying for someone because there can be no repentance granted to them.  (Jeremiah 14:11-12; 15:1 are examples)  

One of my children was living a rough life. I wanted to tell her what was what—to really attack her with truth. Abba’s very stern word to me was: “Leave her alone--she’s mine! Say nothing to her”.  I obeyed. It was hard for me to keep my mouth shut, but I did. But, the result of His work in her spirit is something I could not have accomplished in a million years. She is precious--whole, going forward in truth, ministering to others to set them free. Wow--I am very proud of her!  She is what we called in the church, “a trophy of His grace”. But, so am I.

I came from the pit and He “lifted me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the muddy clay, and set my feet on a rock and established my steps. He put a new song in my mouth. Now many have seen and turned to Yahuweh and to Yahushua. (Psalm 40:1-3) 

I write from His heart, and from gratitude of what He has done for me. Yes, I am a watchman and must warn people of His coming judgment. I must blow the verbal shofar to warn people of the result of their sin, their laziness, and to beware of deception, false prophets and charlatans. It is His mandate to me. Yet, He is teaching me that I must only judge individuals as He sees them--only see what He sees, only say what He wants said, and only do as He would have me do. He is the Master; I am the bondservant.

We must walk in forgiveness, for the words of Abba are very plain—if we do not forgive others, He cannot forgive us! (Mark 11:25-26) If we hold anger in our heart towards others, we bind them from being set free, and we bind ourselves from being free!  We must never usurp the position of Yahuweh!

Get to know the real Person of Yahuweh—the real Person of Yahushua. Spend time in Their Presence. Let the Spirit of Yahuweh teach you. Let Him point out your faults, your sins, your hang-ups, your weaknesses--let this be your prayer: 

Psalm 139:23-24: “Search me, O El, and know my heart. Try me and know my thoughts. And see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting”.  We must lead a life of repentance and humility before Him—being open before Him so that He can discipline us and correct us, and turn our heart towards Him.  Hebrews 12 warns the undisciplined.  

Romans 2:1-2: “…therefore you are inexcusable O man, whosoever you are 
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who judges, for in the thing that you judge another you condemn yourself, since you who judge practice the same things. But, we are sure that the judgment of Elohim is according to truth against them that commit such things. And do you think, O man, you who judge those practicing wrong while you do the same, that 

you shall escape the judgment of Elohim?”  

Matthew 12:36-37: “But, I say to you that every idle word that men shall

speak, they shall give account for in the Day of Judgment. For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.”

I Peter 4:11: “If any man speak, let him speak the Words of Elohim…”

Ya’cob (James) 3:6: The tongue is a fire--a world of unrighteousness. Among our members the tongue is set—defiling the whole body and setting on fire the wheels of life and it is set on fire by Gehenna…no man is able to tame the tongue. It is unruly, evil, filled with deadly poison…if you have bitter jealousy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not lie and boast against the truth”. 

I was an ordained minister for years. Jealousy and competition are the name of the game in Christian and messianic circles--among ministers and church leaders.

Religion is a game of competition--power against power--vying for control.

Power, control, and greed are at the root of religion, and so many people are crushed and ruined by it. There is so much gossip, slander--character assassination--which is common in churches, congregations, and home fellowships. So much for the creations of man!  

Talking behind someone’s back is called “back biting”. It is common among women, but also men get sucked into it, too. The enemy lies and deceives, splits churches, congregations, friendships and marriages. So many happy marriages have been destroyed because of gossip--spreading false rumors. Do not get sucked into listening to rumors!  Confront! Check things out. Be a lover of truth!  Do not be guilty of spreading “false flags”, lies and deceptions! Be sure that your words are approved by the Master!

We all will stand alone before the judgment seat of Messiah to receive reward or condemnation for what is really in our heart. “For the heart is deceitful and desperately wicked, who can know it?” Yahuweh knows it!  (Jeremiah 17:9)

Use your tongue to preach the Good News of salvation, to turn people to righteousness, to set people free. Let Him anoint you to bring the good news to the poor, heal the broken hearted, proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to send away crushed ones with a release and peace, and to proclaim the coming of our Messiah and His Kingdom (Luke 4:18-19)  

To bear false witness, to slander and condemn, to gossip, spread rumors, to treat others with cruelty and disrespect--these are signs of the children of Satan. Only those He backs have the right to speak into situations that are wrong, in order to help others, because HE TRUSTS HIS FAITHFUL, PURE AND SET-APART SERVANTS. We must never be judge and jury, and use Him as our excuse to be so.  
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Do not put words in Abba’s mouth to justify your sin. Be honest with yourself. Be quick to repent when needed. Be open and transparent—hide nothing. Have no hidden agendas and secret ambitions. Be a pure person—a single-minded person towards Abba. You can’t fool Him. 

To address wrong is not a job that one takes on because they think they are “God’s messenger”.  It is for a few, usually those He has set in authority in the assembly—those He knows well, and who know Him well. But, those He knows operate in His nature, and so He can trust them to represent Him.

No one must usurp the authority of Abba! We are not gods – no matter what Lucifer tells us. We are the creation of a Creator, and we must fear Him! 

Proverbs 30:10: “Accuse not a servant to his master, lest he curse you, and you be found guilty”.  

So many times we get on a self-righteous high horse, and end up on our face on the ground.  Let us wait and seek Abba and let Him do the deep work in another’s heart. If He chooses to use us to help a person along to freedom, it will be because our nature is like His--and we are 100% under His control at all times. One of the fruit of the re-born spirit is self-control—let us operate in that!

Do not provoke anyone to wrath. Do not be a busybody, contentious--a trouble-maker. Encourage, exhort, and edify each other. Pray much; speak little!

Submit to the Spirit, and let Him teach you in the fear of Elohim.  

“Love one another, for love is of Yahuweh, and he that loves is born of Yahuweh”.  (I John 4:7)

Go now, read from the Word: I Corinthians 13, Ephesians 4 and 5, Colossians chapters 1-3, and the book of I John. Walk as children of light! 

Let the Spirit teach you what He wants you to know. Open up and let Him show you what you need to let Him correct. 

If you are guilty of gossip, spreading rumors, slander, or backbiting--REPENT, AND STOP IT. In these end times, I’ve addressed the spreading of fear. We must never spread fear, or rumors that create fear. Giving facts is one thing, but they must be coupled with the power of the Word, and His goodness. The Prophets gave severe warnings of judgment from Abba, but He always ended with hope and comfort.  We must spread faith!

Let us be quick to repent and do what we can to correct what we’ve done wrong.  Be quiet and pray. Let us mind our own business. Let us leave the past in the past—do not talk about who has hurt you in past!!! (I Thessalonians 4:11)

Ask Abba to intervene when there is a real need. If He wants you to speak into a situation, do so with meekness, submitting to His Spirit in the love of Messiah. The Spirit’s job is to convict of sin--let Him do it. Do not be a voyeur. Do not watch other people sinning on the TV, in movies, etc., and call that entertainment. Do not listen to others who gossip about others sins. Stop wasting time: Visit the poor, the orphans, the sick in the hospital, get involved 
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with spreading the Good News of salvation. Do not whine and complain, do not wallow in self-pity. Be joyful in the power of His might. Let His praises be found on your lips. Let Him be the main topic of your conversations. The time is short; the Messiah is coming!  Let us be known as those who joyfully edify and lift others up. Let us be quick to do good!   HalleluYah!

Shalom with His love, 

Yedidah, 

November 15, 2010/revised April 12, 2011                           
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