EXPOSING EQUINOX OBSERVANCE

ANOTHER RETURN TO BABYLON

Daniel 12:4: “But you Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book until the time of the end: many will run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 

In 2010, world knowledge doubled every two months!  This is impossible without outside help.  Many famous scientists like Nikola Tesla, who have changed our world with their technological genius, have admitted that they got their ideas from the “being from outer space.”  We read the same thing in the Book of Enoch before the flood of Noah’s day – the fallen angels that followed Lucifer in rebellion stole the knowledge of Yahuweh and brought it to man to corrupt man.  We are in the days of Noah!  But for the few whose heart is like Enoch’s, they are progressing back to the Garden of Eden, preparing to go back beyond the garden gate, where He will hide them.

I began writing this article in 2010. Today, March 5, 2011, I updated it. It comes from a strong prophetic anointing that has not lifted!  As I was getting ready to send this article today, Yahuweh spoke this to me: “Things like this are like computer viruses--they get into the mind (brain--mental computer) of man, and into their religious systems, and destroy from the inside out.” (Italics mine) Praise you Abba Yahuweh! 

Here, I give to you His heart-cry prophetic warnings and many clear explanations of how to know truth from error. Personally, my heart is broken to have to once again address another mind-tantalizing sidetrack of the enemy that has brought more religious pride to Yahuweh’s people, so that they think they know something few know and so are superior to others who do not have this new intellectual “insight”. I am not singling out this teaching as being worse than any other deviation from the Scriptures. I am not picking on any group. My intent is not to be critical or unloving. But, as a watchman and gatekeeper, I must warn Yahuweh’s people, as He directs. I only study and write and teach, as He teaches me!  [Refer to the four articles that begin with “Exposing…”, as in “Exposing Rabbinic Judaism”, plus “The Foundation of Deception”, “To Fool The Elect”, “Beware of the Noahide Laws”, and “Warning, Warning, Warning”, “The Message of the True Prophet”, etc.] So this is not an article geared to any particular person or group—but it is from His heart!

The enemy can only sidetrack the intellectual mind that contacts this natural world. That is why he does everything he can to keep you from knowing that you have an eternal spirit--a portal to Yahuweh’s realm--if you are truly born of the Spirit of Yahuweh. The soul (mind: intellect, reasoning, emotions and will) uses the brain as its vehicle of operation. That is how Lucifer (the illumined one, the light bearer) enticed Eve, then Adam, with his tree of the knowledge of good and evil--telling them that if they eat of his tree they will be as gods, knowing what Yahuweh knows. 
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He is the master manipulator of the sin-prone ”flesh” nature. But, people still buy into those deceptions because they are presented in so many different lovely packages. Nice people listen to sidetracks of the enemy from nice people they trust, who are themselves deceived. These intellectual sidetracks of intellectualism are designed to alienate Yahuweh’s people from the simplicity of really knowing 

Yahuweh and Yahushua as Persons--walking with Them in a loving relationship, 

trusting as little humble children, and enjoying the peace that only comes from living 

in the portal of re-born spirit--learning from His Spirit as their Teacher. Those who are Spirit-taught all understand the same things, and have an intimae relationship with Elohim, their Teacher of all Truth. Adam and Eve lost their intimate relationship with Him, their personal walking daily with Him, and exchanged it for the deadly results of following their intellect. 

In this article, I present another intellectual fad--another way the enemy has of veering Yahuweh’s people off course, so that they are uninterested in really knowing Elohim intimately and personally. He cries out: “My people do not know Me!”  

All of Lucifer’s sidetracks bring division between Yahuweh’s people—making one group think they are smarter than those of another group--producing intellectual pride that actually puts them in danger of Yahuweh’s judgment. With all the pride of religious intellectualism, few are preparing themselves for the great emptying of the earth that is soon to come. And worse yet, they are not reaching out to others to prepare them--to bring them to His knowledge of salvation through the blood of Yahuweh’s Lamb, and of His Covenant, and of His love.

And what is the source of this equinox teaching? As Nehemia Gordon tell us in the last article below, the source is rabbinical reasoning--reasoning based on false data.

Yet, in the world of Ephraimite Messianics, Jewish rabbis are often idolized as infallible, just as they are to religious Jews. Yet, as I reveal in “Exposing Rabbinic Judaism and Its Link to Rome”, I show that the founder of this religious system placed it under the protection of Rome from the beginning, as it is to this day. I also encourage you to read “Exposing The Lies of Monotheism”.    

Lucifer’s intellectual sidetracks cause people to become proud, and cold towards others. They lose the love of Abba for others, they lose faith, they lose peace and joy, gentleness, kindness—and most of all they lost His Presence. But, then, most who are not walking with Him anyway, do not know what it means to live in His Presence. Those who are preparing to go back beyond the garden gate--they know Him and He knows them! They only want to eat of the tree of life, and to walk with Him in the “cool of the evening”. In all of my teaching for 45 years, and my writing for 12 years, my one emphasis has been that people might know Elohim--His nature, ways and thinking--letting Him teach, living in humble obedience to Him, walking in the fear of Him above fear of anything else, and being like a little child in faith. 

I have written many articles exposing like deceptions to warn Yahuweh’s people. I can’t address them all--there are too many. But, they all have one thing in common: 
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They appeal to the soul, and bring pride of religious superiority. 

Yahuweh and Yahushua are not a religion--They are outside of religion. They are Persons that want to fellowship with us. Religion is of man--and all of it, and I mean all, is rooted in Lucifer's pride and control, greed and deception.

Please refer to my articles exposing  “Religion”. All religions (“regions of Rhea”--the mother of Zeus) have their roots in Lucifer. Religion is the damnable curse that keep people from really knowing Yahuweh and Yahushua, closing down the eternal portal 

to Their realm—exchanging it for the knowledge of man’s mind. Few understand Isaiah 66:1-2 and Isaiah 57:15--to enter His Presence we have to be contrite, 

humble servants, who “tremble at His Word”.  So few study the Word for themselves--letting Him teach, letting Him give “revelation knowledge”--insight into what He is saying. The religious spirit causes pride in what a person’s favorite human teacher is saying. 

We are in a war to the eternal finish. I am going to try to help you see what has happened to the intellectual--lusting after knowledge Western world—that is separating His people from Him at a time when to be separated from Him is sure death. Just as an airplane, if it veers off course one degree, will land at the wrong place, so sidetracks, even though perhaps not deadly in themselves, are just another way the enemy is taking Yahuweh’s people off course, so that they will land at his airport.      

There are so many sidetracks that are fascinating the religious mind of Yahuweh’s people that it is overwhelming. Everyone is forming their own opinions based on their intellectual or from hearing a teacher they idolize. We must go from Genesis to 

Revelation on any given subject to find out what is the mind of Yahuweh. The Spirit is given to us to teach us and “lead us into all truth”. I have tried to address many of these sidetracks--some are very deadly. But, this one is against the Scripture, so I single this one out, particularly at this time of year. 

After prayerfully going over these words from Yahuweh, continue to read the articles I have included articles from others, at the end of this article, that give factual information that refutes the misinformation of a teaching that comes from pagan Babylonian sun-god worship – regarding the guarding of the equinox to determine Yahuweh’s festivals – as if the Creator has not clearly told us Himself what He wants us to know. Please, after reading what I give from Abba, read over the very scholarly articles by others that I put at the end—they will clear up a lot of misunderstanding. For this whole deception is from listening to rabbis, and idolizing them, rather than seeking Truth from Yahuweh’s Spirit. 


Spring Equinox, March 20, 2010: Arthur Pendragon (center in white), a Druid leader, welcomes neo-Druids, witches and warlocks, New Age believers, occultists, and every kind of weirdo imaginable, as they gather at Stonehenge by the thousands to welcome the sunrise on the day of the spring equinox. 

Are you among them in spirit and untruth? Beware! Any deception, no matter how apparently insignificant, has the ability to take one so off course that they will end up falling for the great deception at Lucifer’s coming and join him and his fallen angels in the lake of fire. 

On the night before and the day of the Spring Equinox March 21st, 2009, over 35,000 gathered at Stonehenge to see the sunrise. Here is the sunrise 2009.

[image: image1.jpg]



Stonehenge sunrise March 21, 2009 – worshippers raising hands to welcome the sunrise … Fires lit to honor the rising sun … 
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A gathering around a famous ancient pyramid in Mexico to worship the sun god at the vernal equinox – the Spring Equinox – 2010 

Does the picture below speak loudly enough?  Jewish mixing of His Presence with sun-god worship – picture taken of “art,” Spring Equinox 2010.  On the actual picture frame is a message in Hebrew script (Exodus 32:3-5).  Yahuweh hates mixture!  “The fear of Yahuweh is to hate sin”… 

[image: image4.jpg]



National honoring of the sun god in Israel, April 8th, 2009, just before Easter 
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From The Jerusalem Post, April 8, 2009: Jewish worshipers participate in the special "Blessing of the Sun" prayer at the Western Wall in Jerusalem, Wednesday. Jerusalem.  Over 50,000 people took part in the Birkat Hahama prayers at Jerusalem’s Western Wall on Wednesday morning, backdropped by the Dome of the Rock Mosque, in the Al Aqsa Mosque compound.  The special event, the blessing of the sun, occurs when, the Talmud says, the sun reaches the same spot in the firmament as when it was created.  It will not occur again for another 28 years.
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I WAS THERE TO OBSERVE – AMONG THE THRONG IN THE ABOVE PICTURE!  I KNEW THEN: THIS IS EZEKIEL 8 – PUTTING THE BRANCH TO HIS NOSE! 

To understand this further, review my 2009 article “Birkat Hahama – The Blessing of the Sun – Pagan Abomination Pointing to Day of Judgment or Justifiably  
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Righteous?  Israeli newspapers, like The Jerusalem Post, justified it in article after article, using New Age rhetoric. 
Yes, this IS Ezekiel 8 – and it is an abomination to Yahuweh!!!  But, as we read in Ezekiel 9, there is a small remnant that is marked – those who sigh and cry for the abominations done in His City. 

So, whether you go to Stonehenge to honor the vernal equinox, or to the Wall in Jerusalem to honor the birthday of the sun, or to your church for Christmas Eve, or attend an Easter sunrise service, the worship of the sun god is hidden all through Christianity, in Judaism, and all through the mixture of the two – the “Messianic movement.”  Soon it will be the world’s honoring of the birth of the sun gods – December 25th.  On December 25th will you honor the birth of the Christian sun god, an abomination to Yahuweh and to Messiah Yahushua?  [Refer to my very unpopular article “Joyful Abomination,” in which I tell it all – “the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.”]

I want you to see how Lucifer/Satan is bringing back even more abominations from Babylon, Greece, Rome, Egypt, and Persia – mixing them into Christian, Messianic, and Jewish worship – so that paganism reigns more and more. 

I ask, please, that you read over the factual information by others at the end of my article so that you see how unscriptural and far-fetched this new Babylonian fad really is – the fad now being mixed into the already messed up Messianic movement – “Equinox observance” for the determining of the festival year. 

Ask a lot of questions and do your research/homework: Why are these ancient Nimrod-inspired rituals coming back, and through America in particular?  Is it because America was founded to raise Nimrod/Osiris/Apollo (Apollyon/Abaddon) to life again – resurrecting the son of Lucifer, giving him a body to operate through, and then placing him on the Temple Mount to rule the world?  OH YES!

And who brings these ancient occult things to Israel?  AMERICA!  America is indeed end-time Babylon, joined with Rome – the combination forming the 8th beast!  [Refer to: “Nebuchadnezzar”]  Don’t get caught up in the teachings of these Arab “prophets” – Islam is under Rome; it always has been a part of “the great whore” of Babylon, for as the famous church “father” “St.” Augustine once said: “Rome is the second Babylon.”

Our day is seeing a lusting after knowledge that no other generation has ever had.  Rebellion – departure (apostasy) from the simple truth of Yahuweh’s Word – is at the root.  II Timothy 4:3-4: “For there will come a time when they will not hear sound teaching, but according to their own lusts they heap up for 

themselves teachers tickling the ear. And they indeed turn their ears away from the truth and are turned aside to myths.”  
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Few take the time to enter His Presence through the portal of the reborn spirit and learn from Him.  The Spirit is the Teacher.  He teaches everyone the same thing!

The hodgepodge of deception, heresies, lies, twisting of truth, paganism, etc. all comes from the reasoning mind that does not know Yahuweh – the mind which prostrates itself to human teachings, substituting them for the Spirit of Yahuweh!

When one is truly born of the Spirit, there are forty different things Abba’s Spirit does that cause one to be a totally new creation with new desires and a new nature that is like Messiah’s – the humble, submissive nature of a servant that has a very close relationship with His Abba. [Refer to: “The True New Birth”] 

With the true new birth comes the opening of your eternal spirit, creating a portal into the eternal realm of Yahuweh.  Through this portal, He can speak to you, teach you, lead you, and have intimate fellowship with you.  The reborn spirit has a mind that has limitless retention abilities.  It is to the spirit that the Teacher teaches.  The diligent student taps into a resource that is without end and has the ability to retain that knowledge.

This is why I can write continually and retain everything I study – because the Spirit is my Teacher.  People get angry with me because of my ability to retain and to hear Him so much.  But this is normal for those whose spirits are open, who obey Him, who fear Him, and who know Him well.  It is a relationship of mutual trust and respect.  The human soul/life force – the mind/intellect, reasoning ability, emotions, and will – is limited to this world through the five senses and the lusts of the flesh/sin nature.   It is also capable of receiving input from the “supernatural” world of Lucifer.  Therefore, it has its IQ.  The eternal spirit has no boundaries as to how much it can receive from Abba’s Spirit; it is only limited by its time spent in His Presence!

There is now a “great falling away”–the apostasy spoken of in II Thessalonians 2 that is happening so fast, it is shocking.  The world’s people are having their minds taken over and placed in a hypnotic state, being mesmerized, and finally demonized (under the control of demonic spirits of fallen angels).   As a result, most people in the Western world are incapable of hearing Abba’s Spirit, so they take in belief systems from others and formulate their beliefs without Him.

Those reborn according to Scripture enter through the open portal into the eternal realm of Yahuweh.  They are personally taught by the Master and live a totally different lifestyle.  They are servants under orders yet friends of the Master.

Mark 4:24-25 is an ominous warning: “Take heed what you hear…for whoever 
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possesses, more shall be given, but to him who possesses not, even what he possesses shall be taken away from him.”  

What are we to possess that will cause more to be given to us?  Daniel 2:21b “…He gives wisdom to the wise, and knowledge to those that possess understanding.” 

He does not share His knowledge with anyone that He does not know and trust.  He cannot share anything with those whose spirits are not pure, set-apart channels into His realm.  But to those He knows, because the portals of their spirits are open to Him, He shares His wisdom and understanding. [Refer to: “Forty Ways Elohim Speaks to His People”]  We have a choice daily to be man taught or Spirit taught!

It takes time to build a relationship with Him.  Intimacy, friendship, and personal relationship do not come overnight.  Personal relationship must be built by mutual trust.  It must be built as He sees our faithful obedience and our pure, set-apart hearts for Him.  Running to meetings “to and fro” to hear some inflated teacher with a new philosophy was common in ancient Greece for the followers of Pythagoras, Aristotle, Plato, and Socrates.  These philosophers spoke to the unstable, reasoning minds of their hearers.  Western civilization is built on the philosophy of Plato more than on that of any other man. [Refer to: “The Anchor”/April 2010]

I Corinthians 1:10-13; 3:2-3: “I appeal to you brothers by the Name of our Master, Yahushua Messiah, that you all agree, and that there be no divisions among you, and that you be knit together of the same mind and of the same opinion.  I have been informed concerning you, my brothers, by those of the house of Chloe, that there is strife among you – each one of you says: ‘I am of Sha’ul,’ ‘I am of Apollos,’ ‘I am of Kepha,’ or ‘I am of Messiah.’  Has Messiah been divided?  Was Sha’ul nailed to the stake for you?  I fed you with milk and not solid food, for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are not able, for you are fleshly (carnal).  For since there is envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not fleshly and walking according to men?”

Psalm 133:1: “See how good and pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity…”

There can only be unity if His people have ONE TEACHER who teaches everyone the same things!  What is so hard about that? 

Brother Sha’ul (Paul) would go into traumatic shock if he time-traveled to the Western world today and saw what the Greek counterfeit “church” has come to: 5,000 denominations and organizations, a church on every corner with a different doctrine according to who the pastor is, 350 English translations of the Bible alone, and each one different according to the belief system of the translators.  This NOT what Messiah Yahushua died for!  This monstrosity did everything it could, from the 
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1st century on under the Greeks and then under the Romans, to destroy the work of the real Messiah of Israel, even taking up the sword against the real, Torah-guarding believers to kill them off – calling them “heretics.”  They even tried to kill Sha’ul.  Then the founder of modern Rabbinic Judaism joined with Rome to kill off these “talmidei Yahushua.”

Dear Sha’ul – his heart was broken because one house assembly was in strife over whom to follow.  He told them to have one “opinion.”  In our day, everyone has his own opinion and tries to force it on others.  In our day, historically end-time Babylon, America is the biggest exporter of heresy on earth – even restoring ancient Babylon’s heresies and mixing them into the primarily Messianic movement.

DIVIDE AND CONQUER!  That’s Lucifer’s way – and he’s quite successful at it, thanks to the religious who live from their intellect.  I travel all over the world – I see a lot of things in a lot of places – but the horror overall is that people, for the most part, have closed off their spirit to His realm and have chosen human teachers above Yahuweh, thus opening the door to being methodically demonized.  They substituted man for Yahuweh, and now they are reaping mind takeover.
The immature mind craves entertainment – something new to tantalize the intellect.  The mind programmers are all too willing to keep them in an illusionary state.  They do not know that they are slaves to their controllers, living in a matrix and proud of it.  People justify their intellectual curiosity by saying “I want truth.”  They have truth – they just do not want to obey it!  It’s right there in the Word!  But TRUTH DEMANDS CHANGE, and very few want to change. 

This is not just a takeover of the mind and emotions; it is also a takeover of the body.  In America, for example, the genetically modified foods, the non-organic processed foods, the air, the water, the sound of silence coming off the TV, the vaccine and medicine poisons – all are changing the people into something that is biologically not pure human.  Their minds are totally controlled, and their DNA actually is being changed.  Humans, more and more, are displaying the nature of animals.  There are little to no absolutes or boundaries; there is no line between right and wrong.  Rather, “as in the days of Noah,” the earth is being filled with violence and satanic-minded wickedness – even among “believers.” 

This is all in preparation for the coming of Lucifer’s son – the risen Nimrod, Osiris, Apollyon – who will come with an entourage of fallen angels/”aliens” and totally take over the minds of the world’s people with their lying words.  Did you ever wonder why the world’s people, as a whole, so quickly relinquish their rights and worship the Beast and the Dragon (Satan himself)?  It is for the same reason that Saddam Hussein’s highly trained, professional military just laid down their weapons and surrendered in Gulf War II when the Americans came in.  The “sound of silence” 
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was used.  It is being used on the world’s people through the TV – and also through food and water and air.  These low frequency pulse waves can actually scramble the minds of millions of people at one time, causing them to submit or go crazy.  The CIA is using similar waves in its torture camps.

Most of the Third World doesn’t have TVs.  They cannot be easily mind programmed, and many are simple believers in the Savior of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  So wars, famine, drought, floods, tsunamis, earthquakes, and hurricanes are being created by “weather warfare” to kill them off. 

Yahuweh’s greatest grief is that His people do not know Him!  They are too busy with their own lives to know Him.  They do not fear Him; they do not obey Him.  Before the Babylonian captivity, it was against the Torah-guarding people of Judah that He expressed His greatest anger and grief regarding this.

Jeremiah 2:8-9: “The priests said not, ‘Where is Yahuweh’?  They that handle the Torah knew Me not.  The pastors also transgressed against Me, and the prophets prophesied by Ba’al, and walk after things that do not profit.

Jeremiah 29:11: “And you shall seek Me and shall find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.”

I love Him so much!  I want to be in His Presence.  My will is laid down for His service.  I live out of the portal of my eternal spirit that aligns with His eternal realm.  The reason I write so much is because He opened the eternal portal of my spirit and has been pouring in the “golden oil” so that I might pour out to those who need it.  He longs to pour His anointing through pure vessels into the earth – through the portal of our spirit.

In 2001, in Aqaba, Jordan, as I was praying, He said for me to start pouring out and keep on pouring out until His Son came – and that He would bring me the vessels.  At the time I had an address book of 15.  He showed me a vision of a hand pouring oil into vessels – as in II Kings 4.  I have taught the Word since I was nine years old – always my passion.  Abba Yahuweh speaks through the eternal portal of a reborn spirit to us personally – teaching His Word, His ways, and His thinking.  I journal what He says, and then I study it throughout the whole Word from Genesis to Revelation.  He is my Teacher!  I’ve known Abba Yahuweh and Messiah Yahushua Yahuweh for going on 62 years now – intimately, personally, and beautifully.  My relationship with Him is not because I’m anything good – only He is good – but 

because I simply desire it with all my heart.  Why do people reject this kind of life?

I’ve been joked about a lot through the years for writing such “long articles,” but if you hear from the Creator, and He teaches you His Word with such deep revelation, 
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don’t you want to share it with others to help them be free from the spurious teaching of man?

John 8:31-32 “If you stay in My Word you are truly my taught one (disciple), and you shall know the Truth and the truth shall set you free.”

II Peter 2:1-3: “But, there are false prophets among the people, even as there are false teachers among you, who secretly bring in damnable heresies, even denying Yahushua who bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.  And many shall follow their destructive ways, because of them the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.  And in greed, with fabricated words they shall use you for gain.  From of old their judgment does not linger and their destruction shall not slumber.”

Two heresies are now rampant that are robbing His people of their only hope for eternal life: 1) the demoting of Yahushua as being fully Deity – akin to  “denial” of Messiah, and 2) the denial that Messiah has come.  Belief in either one of these two heresies will cause a person to have their name erased from the Book of Life.  You read the Word for yourself – but do it with Him – not with the mind of your favorite group. [Refer to: “Exposing the Roots of Rabbinic Judaism and Its Link to Rome”]

The three monotheistic religions all are rooted in the Vatican!  Take Note: All roads DO lead to Rome, except Yahuweh’s road! [Refer to: “Warning! Warning! Warning!”]

Beware! You will have to face Yahushua Yahuweh as He comes with the wrath of the Father.  You need to fear Yahuweh.  He really loves His Son!  He is sending His Son with His wrath to represent His rule on the earth, and I sure wouldn’t want to be in the shoes of those who demote Yahushua to something inferior.

Without the blood of the spotless Lamb of Elohim, the blood of His Abba, no one can be saved.  Without His resurrection, no one can have eternal life.  This is not theology, folks –this is reality.  Yahuweh says: “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin” – and that blood has to be from a sacrifice that is perfect, blameless, and pure to be an acceptable sacrifice before Yahuweh.

Zechariah 14:1-5 says that Yahuweh puts His foot on the Mount of Olives – while 

at the same time Abba is still a Spirit between the cherubim in heaven. Figure that one, oh great intellectual. 

Every boy keeps his father’s last name.  Yahushua comes in His Father’s Name – 

“Blessed is He who comes in the Name of Yahuweh.”  “I and the Father are One.”
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“One” – Hebrew: “echad” – a family word meaning the unity of two as one.  Man and wife become one (echad) flesh. (Genesis 2:24 – “united”) [Refer to: “Exposing the Lies of Monotheism”; “The Hebrew Names and Titles of the Elohim of Israel” – a complete study, confirmed, and stamped with His approval! – and His passionate warning for those being enticed into the gates that lead to damnation: “Warning! Warning! Warning!”]

What good and decent human father begets something of an inferior species?  Does a human man beget a dog?  The principle of creation is that each reproduces after its own kind!  Did Elohim beget His Son after His own kind, or not?
You need to fear the coming King!  Psalm 2:12: “Kiss the Son lest He be enraged and you perish in the way, for soon His wrath is to be kindled.  Blessed are all those taking refuge in Him!”  (Hebrew: “bar” – son)
This last summer as I drove along Longboat Key, I saw in a vision His putting on the Isaiah 59:14-17 garments of the High Priest and getting ready to mount a waiting white horse.  He spoke to me: “I am putting on My garments of vengeance and preparing to ride.” (Isaiah 63:1-6; Revelation 19)

I also know His Abba well – for He is my Abba.  My own horrible past has carved in me a very deep chasm of love for my Abba!  To hear people using His Word for their own deceit and wickedness and to see His Spirit replaced with a lust to hear human teachers who do not know Him makes my anger boil.  But it makes His anger boil, too.

I’ve seen Yahushua, talked with Him, and known His personal intimacy since I was four.  He’s healed me and delivered me, and I’ve known miracle after miracle for myself, and as I’ve administered healing and deliverance in His Name.  He is a Son of Abba Yahuweh … fully Deity.  “‘You are My Son – today I have brought you forth.’  I shall be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son…”  And to the Son He says, ‘Your throne, O Elohim, is forever and ever, a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom.’” (Hebrews 1:5, 8)
Hebrews 1:2; Colossians 1:12-16: “Giving thanks to the Father who has … delivered us from the authority of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, who is the likeness of the invisible Elohim – the first born of all creation … In Him was created all that is in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible … all have been created by Him and for Him.  He is before all, and by Him all things hold together.”

Yahushua is a Son in a son position with His Abba.  My son is not beneath me.  My 
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son is fully human because his father and I are fully human.  Just because I have the position of authority with my son doesn’t mean that he is less than I am.  I am proud of his achievements and glory in the praise and adoration he gets as he is promoted.  Abba Yahuweh has great pride in His Son! 

In Scripture Yahushua is often referred to as “My right arm” or “My right hand.”  We often say of one we honor: “He is my right-hand man.” 

Yahushua appeared many times on earth from the Garden of Eden onward.  Abraham saw Him and called Him “Yahuweh” – Genesis 18.  He has appeared on earth many times before He “became flesh and dwelt among us.”  Abba smiles when His Son is worshipped, adored, magnified, and exalted!

All you arrogant teachers who are demoting Yahushua: Repent and fear with great trembling, because He is holding your body, soul, and spirit together by His power!
John 1:1, 14: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Elohim, and the Word was Elohim … and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

My friends: The Word is Elohim!  I’d fear if I were these pompous teachers.  I’ve had dialogue with some teachers who demote my Bridegroom, and all they have to say is what they’ve heard from someone else, with a few Scriptures here and there to “prove” their point and a lot of personal opinion.  But their lives do not manifest the fruit of a reborn spirit, and many are vipers and asps. 

I challenge people who want to argue their pet theology: Give me the whole of Scripture – every passage, in context, that talks about your subject.  Look me in the eye and tell me that not one human being has had any input into your beliefs.  Tell me that everything you are saying has been given to you by the Spirit of Yahuweh, that you tremble at His Word, and that you bear the fruit of knowing Him.  Tell me everything you teach is in line with His nature, ways, and thinking.  Tell me you are willing to lay down your life for what you believe – and maybe I’ll listen. 

I get so sick of people who keep asking me if I know so and so, if I have heard so and so on the Internet, or if I have heard so and so teach – 99% of the time I say “no.” If I ask them: “What are you hearing from the Spirit of Yahuweh?” that usually makes them really quiet. They are proud of what some human has said, but do not know how to hear in their eternal spirit from the Spirit of Yahuweh. Tragic! 

Ezekiel 13 is a strong rebuke of the teachers and prophets who speak out of their own heads.  I’ve about heard it all: I was an ordained charismatic “reverend” for 
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years; I had my own corporation.  But since dissolving my corporation and ordination in 2001, I have not listened to any human teach unless I know, by His Spirit, that he has been taught by Him! He has sent me only two in all these years to confirm what He is saying. 

I recently met a “Torah teacher” who is wooing lonely women into believing deception, because, as one of these women said, “I am in love with his intellect.”  Another one said that he has almost convinced her that Yahushua is not deity, although she’s been a believer most of her life. She said that this man has such a way of using the Scriptures that she is now in doubt. I asked Abba about this man, and He showed me in a vision an elaborate spider web and said: “He has the spirit of the black widow spider.” The black widow weaves a lovely, eye-appealing web.  It then entices its victim into the web.  When the victim is stuck in the sticky goo of the web, the spider slowly secretes a binding thread that it wraps around its victim.  Then it slowly devours its victim alive. Thus are the false teachers of today. (Jude)

This man teaches that Yahushua is not fully deity – thus robbing people of their spotless Lamb, without which we have no eternal life. He also teaches the newly resurrected pagan equinox teaching, part of the ancient sun-god worship from Babylon.  Later, one of the women who has canonized him in her awe of his intellect, repeating his words, said to me: “The Passover is not determined by the barley harvest” – to which I answered: “Is that why Abba put the command in Leviticus 23 to wave the first fruits of the barley harvest on the Feast of First Fruits during the feast of Unleavened Bread?” She didn’t get my sarcasm, she just got quiet. (Leviticus 23:9-11)

With me in Jerusalem, during Sukkot one year, were three friends whom I thought were strong believers in Messiah’s salvation. They sat listening to a teacher who was in charge of the hostel we were in. He presented a few verses in the Scriptures and gave his argument that “Yeshua” is not the Messiah. The three women went into confusion. One said: “I must find someone who can convince me that He is the Messiah.” The hypnotic, mesmerizing spirits of Lucifer comes from his agents. If a person does not know Him and commune with Him daily from his eternal spirit, he will be deceived. [Refer to the recent article: “Living from the Eternal Mind – The Secret of Never Being Deceived”] 

The resurfacing of the Babylonian equinox observance is not life threatening.  HOWEVER … all deception can be potentially life threatening!

When one embraces something without going to the Spirit and investigating WITH HIM throughout the Word, they are already deceived.  They put themselves in a position to embrace anything new, as long as some respected teacher is teaching it.  This is spiritual prostitution!
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Fads are “band wagons” that people jump on because someone says it is a good thing.  But embracing such things as Babylonian paganism and applying it to Yahuweh’s timing is dangerous – like smoking marijuana. 

Smoking a “joint” of marijuana is not bad in itself.  The “grass” is very relaxing and even has medicinal value.  But the problem comes because humans love addiction.  Most humans have little to no natural self-discipline.  So after one becomes addicted to marijuana, he has to have stronger drugs, which lead him to cocaine, heroin, and hallucinogenic drugs. [NOTE: Yedidah is not advocating smoking marijuana!]

But even by opening your mind to possible paganism, you’ve opened a door to demonic activity, which will desensitize you to further deception.  Once the lust grows for occult/paganism, a person is not satisfied with simple knowledge.  He will go on to embrace the “hard stuff,” like denying the Person of Yahushua as Deity.

“The mind is the battlefield!”  Unless your mind is under the discipline of the re-born spirit, it is vulnerable to being taken over by Lucifer. 

All sidetracks of truth are potentially dangerous and life threatening!  I believed and taught the pre-tribulation rapture hoax for 20 years at least. It was a part of my church’s belief system.  I did not question it.  Belief in the pre-tribulation rapture won’t send anyone to hell.  But because of people’s belief in a pre-tribulation escape from any of the judgments of the Revelation, when they begin to happen, most will turn against their “Jesus,” and many will deny hope of salvation.  This happened in China among the Christians when Mao took over. They thought it was the tribulation and they were not “raptured” out.  Fear will also cause many to be ashamed of Him, and thus they will lose their eternal life. 

Please understand: Yahuweh will not speak to our soul/mind, because it is so volatile, so unstable – it is always in a state of constant flux. He can only speak to one who has a re-born spirit, an opened portal to His realm by the transforming power of His Spirit. [Refer to: “The True New Birth”] 

If a person does not know the voice of Yahuweh and Yahushua in their spirit and 

have an intimate knowing of Them, then when the Beast comes with his signs and wonders to deceive “even the elect” – to hypnotize, to mesmerize, to put mankind under his spell – they will fall victim.  The alien entourage that will come with him 

will finish off man’s minds. This IS the GREAT DECEPTION!  It is even being set up now. Because they do not fear Yahuweh, they fall easily and fear the Beast. (Revelation 13:4 and 14:9-11) 

Did you ever wonder why the world’s people are so quick to worship the Beast and the Dragon and to receive the mark of the Beast?  It is because the world’s people 
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are already hypnotized, mesmerized, and under the mind-control of the Beast system.  That is why we must open ourselves up to the scrutiny of the Spirit to tell us what we are really like – as He sees us.  We are filthy and ugly.  We must repent of our love of rebellion and let Him clean us up.

I know all about Babylonian sun-god worship.  I’ve done my homework.  Therefore, I know what’s a lot of hooey and what isn’t.  The pagans worshipped the birth of the baby sun god each year, born on December 25th, at the winter solstice.  They worshipped the sun at the spring equinox.  The Dragon is supposed to arise and take over the earth at the summer solstice and the autumn equinox is supposed to bring in the golden age.  All hooey!  Every spring at Stonehenge the Neo-Druids, the witches, the New Age nuts – every weirdo imaginable – comes to celebrate the spring equinox.  It’s all about sun-god worship – Lucifer worship – the “illumined one,” the “light bearer,” the “shining one.”

How do I know if this equinox teaching is false?  For one thing, by the gift of the discernment of spirits! (I Corinthians 12:10) I also know the Word as taught by Him from Genesis to Revelation very well—it has been my life for most of my life.  That teaching is NOT in the Word!  But, its roots are in ancient Babylonian sun-god worship.  It rides on a religious spirit. I also know some who teach it, and their egos are off the chart.  Beware whom you listen to – the spirit of the teacher transfers to their hearers!  IF you are Spirit taught – the Spirit of the Teacher is transferred to you, and you are changed from glory to glory by His power!

I know my Abba and my Bridegroom.  My spirit is open to Their realm. I was born of the Spirit when I was six.  And they say that this, along with all the other “fads” Americans are embracing, it is just another bus stop along the broad way – with the potential of destruction.  People can get off the bus any time.  But the bus of deception is so much fun – the social aspect of belonging to a group tantalizes the mind with its entertainment.  The bus going to the narrow way is boring in comparison! [To differentiate between the true and false prophet, please refer to: “The Message of the True Prophet.”]
False prophets all have a different spin in their messages.  They get their teachings from one or two of three sources, or from all of them: 1) from another teacher or 

friend, 2) from their own head reasoning, or 3) from Luciferic demons.

Greed is also a normal accompanying sign of a false prophet – love to be worshipped, praised, and exalted – love of popularity and fame – power and authority over others – these are common signs of the deceiver. 

But many deceived people are very nice – very sincere people – not greedy or full of ego!  They are just deceived themselves, like I was in teaching the pre-tribulation 
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rapture.  I really believed it – I wasn’t out to get anything for myself; I just liked teaching it.  But the problem is that in teaching falsehood, the teacher is held responsible to Yahuweh!  I pray for the sincere ones that the Spirit will rescue them before they lead too many astray.

To show you how evil spirits ride on what appears to be simple deception in “nice” people: I am in Israel, and I sent out an article about the fires in Haifa a few days ago.  In my letter, I simply stated that many in the nation of Israel were calling off Hanukkah celebrations to mourn with those who have lost everything because of the fires.  The day after I sent it, I got a “smart alec” e-mail.  The lady wrote something close to: “I keep the equinox, and Hanukka’s a month later, so I can mourn without any conflict of interest” – no “shalom” included.

The spirit behind her words entered into my spirit like a knife.  They vexed my spirit, and it took spiritual warfare to get that thing to leave.  The spirit of religion is Lucifer’s spirit; thus, the extreme pride it carries.  I was so glad I was on my way to have lunch with a dear friend who is not religious but loves Yahuweh and Yahushua very much!  In talking to her, that spirit left me, but it was vicious.

Most of the time these prideful ones have never been out of their nation, never been out of the self-created box in their head.  They speak from their prison cell in captivity in criticism of those who live their life out of the prison.  They have no concept of laying down their lives for the Master, of being His servant, of true discipleship, yet they are proud of their religious beliefs to the point of arrogance.  There is nothing more sickening than ignorance mixed with pride!

I am very sensitive to these spirits, since I have been trained in knowing that world for about 40 years now.  I am powerful in spiritual warfare.  But oftentimes spirits of 

evil people ride on the frequencies of the Internet.  When you open the e-mail, those spirits attack.  Last May I got an e-mail so demonic that when I read just a few words of it, I went into vertigo – a condition I never had in my life.  I began praising Abba Yahuweh and sniffing the essential oils of Frankincense and Myrrh, and slowly the room stopped whirling.  I threw up, and finally my stomach settled down.  But, it was powerful.  The man was damning me with the most filthy words in the e-mail because I was teaching that without the blood of Yahushua no one could have eternal life – “Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sin.”  This man was so insane with his Torah keeping that he had thrown out the need for a savior.  “By their fruit you will know them.”  This is not the first time this has happened.  In going to many places around the world, I’ve encountered dangerous reactions to truth, but Abba has always protected me.  You only really know His protection abilities when you’re out in the face of danger in obedience to His instructions.
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Demons can ride on words – because the spirits in the person speaking are in their words.  Be careful what you hear!

Most lies, like the pre-tribulation rapture hoax from the 1500s and 1800s, use a few random Scriptures with a lot of rhetoric from a slick-sounding teacher, and the poison of deception does the rest.  The lazy and undisciplined won’t study for themselves – they’d rather be awed and wowed and prostrate themselves to those who rape their minds, when just a simple study of the Word will prove the deception to be just that – a deception.  Lucifer is the “father of lies.” 

Messiah said to the 1st century Pharisees, forefathers of today’s rabbis: “You are of your father the Devil, and the desires of your father you wish to do … he has not stood in the truth for there is no truth in him.  When he speaks a lie, he speaks on his own, for he is a liar and the father of them.”  (John 8:44)

I have found that many who come into Torah are so angry against Christianity that they convert to Judaism – jumping from the pan into the fire, because religious spirits attract other religious spirits.  If one has been Roman Catholic, for example, they can easily embrace Judaism or Islam because they are compatible spirits.  They all pay homage to Rome.

Religious spirits work through the mind.  They seek other familiar spirits – they do not seek truth – they seek what is compatible with their own illusions.  The majority of people can be controlled easily by religious spirits – human nature wants to worship something.  This is why the whore (religion) rides the political beast for its advantage, until the world government gets tired of it and destroys it. 

Truth shocks the mind, like a bright light shocks those who have walked in darkness.  It’s like coming out of a totally dark room and walking into blinding bright light – the eyes can’t handle it, so they shut.  Thus it is with the majority of those who call themselves “believers” – both Christians and Messianic, for they have walked in darkness for so long that the truth is like a blinding light and they cry out in pain: “Shut it off, shut if off!”
This is the state of most of those who have run after false teachers for so 

long that they have to have someone to tell them what to believe. 

In the article “The Cage,” I share a vision I had about a bird who designs its own cage.  Read it … it is shocking what happens.

In April 2009 in Jerusalem there was a major event: Please refer to the article “Birkat Hahama – The Blessing of the Sun.” Look at the pictures.
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Thousands amassed at the Wall to watch the sun come up at the spring equinox – “the day the sun was created”!  It was pure sun-god worship.  I was there – I saw it!  I was stunned by what I saw – it was Ezekiel 8 all over again!

Before the Babylonian captivity, as the Levite priests in front of the Temple of Solomon held palm branches to their noses both to protect their eyes from the sun rising over the Mt. of Olives on the day of the spring equinox and also to honor their god by not looking at it, Yahuweh’s Spirit departed from the ark.  He stood at the north gate before ascending to the top of the Mount of Olives right in their view, but they did not see Him; they were concentrating on the rising sun.

This was the precursor to the Easter sunrise service of the church.  Yahuweh said of them through the Prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel 8:17-18): “Have you seen, O son of man?  Is it a small matter to the House of Judah to do these abominations, which they have done here?  For they have filled the land with violence and they turn back to provoke Me – and see, they are putting the branch TO MY NOSE!  Therefore, I shall indeed deal in wrath.  My eye shall not pardon, neither will I spare.  And they shall cry in My ear with a loud voice, and I will not hear them.”

They wanted HIM to join them in their sun-god worship by putting a palm branch to His nose.  Just like Christians who want Him to join them in Sun-day worship, in honor of the birth of the sun god – Christmas – and honor the rising of the sun god on the feast of Ishtar (Easter).  

I warn you, He will not hear your cry, or pardon you, if you do not let His Spirit teach you, rule you, change you, lead you, and bring you into obedience to His will.  They – all these guys with the palm branches – guarded the Torah – real proud of their religious performance.  Beware – He is not mocked!

I warn these arrogant false teachers and the lovers of lies: You will soon stand before Yahushua – the King of the universe and ruler of the world – and what will you say for yourself?  You had better begin to fear Yahuweh and humble yourself before Him, and stop teaching what His Spirit is not teaching!
The King is coming! “…prepare to meet your Elohim, O Israel!”… (Amos 4:12b)

SHALOM with ABBA’S LOVE!  


Yedidah, December 7, 2010, revised for sending March 5, 2011  
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CONTINUE…ARTICLES BELOW…

HERE IS SOME FACTUAL/TRUTHFUL INFORMATION THAT WILL BLOW AWAY THE DECEPTIONS OF THE MISINFORMATION REGARDING GOING BY THE PAGAN WAYS TO DETERMINE THE TIMING OF YAHUWEH… 

THE RENEWED EQUINOX TEACHING – THE LATEST FROM BABYLON

And now I am going to present to you the perpetual biblical Hebrew calendar  

…First of all, we see that when the first sliver of the new moon appears, until the new moon appears again, the course is 29.530587 days.  That means it’s either going to be a twenty-nine-day month or a thirty-day month; one or the other.  It’s never more; it’s never less.  And it’s dependent upon the sighting of the new moon in the land of Israel – that is where the Creator’s reckoning of time is reckoned – from that point.  


We also see that here, the beginning of the year: “The vernal equinox usually occurs a few weeks before to a few days after the barley in the land of Israel is aviv.”  Now, why did I use that terminology – the vernal equinox?  Because that is a Babylonian calculation of the day in the spring in which there’s equal daylight and equal darkness.  Now a lot of people like to use the vernal equinox to determine the beginning of the year, but that is not the biblical method.  I would like it to be.  You know why I would like it? – Because then I could calculate the Feasts, and I could make my calendar five thousand years in advance.  


But that’s not the way the Almighty has it. He’s the one that controls the growing seasons, when He sends the sun, and the rain, and the clouds.  He has us dependent upon Him.  And so when the barley is aviv, the barley is aviv.  The first time the new moon appears after the barley is aviv, it’s the month of the aviv barley.  Do you control it?  Do I control it?  No.  He alone is in control of it. 


Now there is also another calendar, which is called the modern Jewish calendar.  The modern Jewish calendar was a creation of a rabbinic council in the fourth century, and it was at a time that Rome had, for the most part, ejected us from the land of Israel.  Most of the Jews had left this area, the hill country of Judea, and they were now living up in the Galilee region.  And for a few hundred years they were able to live in relative freedom, but then the Romans threw all of the Israelites out of the land.  


And just before they were ejected from the land, the Pharisees, which is a small faction of Judaism that had continued to grow through the years – they assembled themselves together and said, “We are going into exile.  Basically, exactly what Moses said is coming to pass.  Now, while we are in exile, we will no longer be in the land.  We will not be able to sight the new moon and declare it from the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, light signal fires that are seen throughout the land, and so there won’t be a consistent way that we can communicate with the rest of our brethren scattered over three continents what day of the month it is.  And so we are going to have to do some calculations.”

They said, “We’re no longer going to be in the land of Israel and be able to inspect the barley crop each year to determine the first month of the year, the month in which we’ll have Passover. In fact, we’re not even allowed to come back into Jerusalem to hold the Passover, and the Temple is destroyed, and so these things are seemingly moot.  And it is the result of our disobedience.  Now we’re going to be scattered to the four winds of the heaven.”

So the Pharisees got together and decided to use Babylonian mathematics, and use a mathematical point in time to determine the beginning of the month.  It is called in Babylonian mathematics “conjunction.”  It is the moment in time in which the sun, the moon, and the earth are all in a straight line, all in conjunction.  You cannot see the moon, of course, because of the light of the sun, but it is a mathematical point in time that can be calculated with great exactness.  So they said, “From now on, instead of sighting the new moon,” – which would normally be seen a couple days later – “instead, we are going to go by this mathematical calculation.”

In fact, the words “conjunction” and “vernal equinox” – they’re not even in the Bible – they’re not even in the ancient Hebrew language.  There are no words for these Babylonian terms. 

But they said, “This is what we’re going to go by – conjunction.  Also, we’re not going to be inspecting the barley in the land of Israel, and so we are going to go by the vernal equinox – the day in the spring when there is equal daylight and equal darkness.  And we are then going to calculate when we’re going to do the Passover Seder in our exile according to these Babylonian calculations.”


In fact, they borrowed these calculations from an Arab who was from Babylon, because the Arabs also go by the new moon, but they also go by their astronomical calculations, whereas the Israelites did not use these calculations.  But in the fourth century – that is when the modern Jewish calendar was put in place – and it was stated at the time that “When we return to the land, and when the Messiah reigns, we will go back to the original biblical reckoning of time.”


Nehemia went on to explain that it was in the month of the aviv that we came out of Egypt, and it is in the month of the aviv we were commanded to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  And during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, on the day after the weekly Sabbath, we are to present the First Fruits of the barley harvest in the Temple as the wave offering.  It is only after that wave offering is done that we are then allowed to eat of the barley of that year’s harvest.

***And so the barley, being aviv, has always been the benchmark for the beginning of the year – whether it’s the vernal equinox, whether there are conjunctions – no matter what is going on astronomically.  That is not how the Creator told us how to keep time originally.  

Now, when do years begin?  Years begin in the spring of the year, just as the 
Scripture says.  It is the month of the aviv.  And here we have on the chart before you the month of the aviv, and it is generally the first new moon after the vernal equinox.  However, that is not the way it is determined.  After the twelfth month of the year – and right now we are in the twelfth month of the year, according to the corrected biblical Hebrew calendar – then when the first sliver of the new moon appears, what we do is we go out into the barley fields in the land of Israel and we inspect the barley.
Because we know that if this is the month of the aviv, that as early as 15 days later, we are going to perform the First Fruits sheaf gathering and that First Fruits wave offering on the first day after the weekly Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  And so to do that, the barley must be aviv, which is a Hebrew term referring to a level of maturity of the barley harvest.

Now, if the barley is not aviv, if it is not mature – and how we tell is we take some barley and we put it in the fire, and when the fire then singes that barley, if the barley is not aviv, all of the seed heads will just be vaporized – there will be nothing left.  But, if you put it in the fire and then it leeches out all of the moisture and you can actually take that grain and grind it, then the barley is aviv.  

So we see that when the first sliver of the new moon after the twelfth month appears, if the barley is aviv, then it is the month of the aviv.  If not, it is Adar Bet, and I will show you that in just a few moments as far as on your chart and how you understand that.

Now you see that that corresponds with the Gregorian, or as I affectionately call it, the pagan dates of March and April, which are named after other gods.  Iyar corresponds with April-May approximately –Sivan, with May and June.  
NASA's calibration of the Julian calendar (which is still the calendar and timepiece by which we fling space vehicles beyond our solar system) is, according to their admission, better than one ten millionth of a day.  There are historic parameters and records for the aviv barley which are referenced to in the Julian calendar which was used in Israel long before Yahshua was born.

Compiled from seminars by Michael Rood and Nehemia Gordon


My note: No matter who brings truth to light, whether you like them or not, fact is: We must adhere to the Scriptures alone and be taught by the One who teaches all of His children the same things – the Spirit of Yahuweh!  DO YOUR OWN HOMEWORK! 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––-

See websites below for the next two scholarly articles:

What About the Equinoxes?

There is one additional question that needs to be addressed: Does the Bible set the autumnal equinox as a marker for the annual Feast of Ingathering (Tabernacles/Booths)? 


"You shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, that is, the first fruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the turn [tequphah] of the year.  (Exodus 34:22)


By all accounts, tequphah is the word for equinox in post-Biblical Hebrew, including the Jewish Talmud – which records rabbinic discussions of Exodus 34:22, in what appears to be an obvious connection with the autumnal equinox.
However, in every language, just as in English, words change meaning over time, sometimes even within the course of just a few decades. That is one reason why scholars continually work to create and to update modern English translations of the Bible. 


Then, to the material question: Does tequphah mean “equinox” in the Bible?  


The New American Standard Concordance relates:
H8622. tequphah,  [880d]; from an unused word; a coming round, circuit:– [translated in Scripture as] circuit(1), due(1), turn(2).[19]


The above definition for the Biblical usage of tequphah is generally consistent among the various resources.  Among scholars, it seems that there is little significant disagreement in regard to its Biblical meaning. One modern Jewish source adds:  “Only in Post-Biblical Hebrew did Tekufah come to mean ‘equinox’, and to read this meaning into the Tanach would be an anachronism.”[20]


Professor of Semitic Languages at the University of London, J. B. Segal, attests that "the equinox is not mentioned in the Bible - nor in Jewish documents before the time of Philo [a prominent Jewish contemporary of Jesus Christ]."[21] 


More significant, is what Philo says. Philo repeatedly lauds the coincidence of the equinoxes with the first and seventh Biblical months. He likewise lauds the proximity of the equinoxes to the spring and fall Biblical festivals. From his writings, it would be fair to say that Philo has an affection for the equinoxes. Nevertheless, despite his obvious fondness for the equinoxes, Philo concedes that:


"Moses puts down the beginning of the vernal equinox as the first month of the year, attributing the chief honor, not as some persons do, to the periodical revolutions of the year in regard of time, but rather to the graces and beauties of nature which it has caused to shine upon men; for it is through the bounty of nature that the seeds which are sown to produce the necessary food of mankind are brought to perfection … Now wheat and barley are among the things which are very necessary…"[22] 


Here Philo acknowledges that the only Scriptural connection which can be made between the new year and the equinox, is through the maturity of the spring grain. Clearly, Philo, writing at the time of Jesus Christ, was unaware of any direct Scriptural tie between the equinoxes and determination of the Biblical year. 


Here are all of the places tequphah is used in Scripture:


"You shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, that is, the first fruits of the wheat 

harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the turn [tequphah] of the year.  (Exodus 34:22)


It came about in due [tequphah] time, after Hannah had conceived, that she gave birth to a son; and she named him Samuel, saying, "Because I have asked him of the LORD."  (1 Samuel 1:20) 


Now it came about at the turn [tequphah] of the year that the army of the Arameans came up against him; and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, destroyed all the officials of the people from among the people, and sent all their spoil to the king of Damascus.  (2 Chronicles 24:23) 


(A Psalm of David) The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  Day to day pours forth speech, And 

night to night reveals knowledge.  There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.  Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their 

utterances to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course.  Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit [tequphah] to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat.  (Psalm 19:1-6)


Nothing in these four verses provides any specific, definitive relationship between the equinox and the timing of the annual Holy Days.  Further, on the face of it, the terms as used do not appear to define specific dates.  


Moreover, the context of the use of tequphah in Psalm 19 above is clearly in reference to the daily circuit of the sun, not to the sun's annual relationship with earth.


Thus, by all appearances, we have a generalization for the fall season, with regard to the Feast of Ingathering. The equinoxes, on the other hand, are very specific dates in time. 


Consequently, from all of the currently available information, there is no conclusive reason to surmise that God intends to describe or to define any equinox in Scripture.  In fact, the weight of the data leans to the contrary. 
There is not the concrete evidence to support teaching that there is any precise association between God’s true calendar and the equinoxes.

 From “You Can Understand God’s Calendar! Part One: What Are God’s Rules for the Calendar” http://www.belovedofgod.org/paper-calendar1.html
MORE INPUT FROM: Donald Mansager of Yahweh's Restoration Ministry at http://www.yrm.org/
The Equinox - Man sets his own rules for the Feasts.  


When Yahshua the Messiah returns, where will He descend? To whom will He return? To Christians who keep Sunday? To Muslims who keep Friday? To Jehovah's Witnesses who keep all days? To the U.S. Naval Observatory to confirm the day of the week and the equinox? Or to those who keep the Biblical Sabbath and Feasts – just as He did Himself?


Bible prophecy tells us that world conditions indicate that the return of our Savior is drawing ever nearer. He could return at one of the Feast days of the seventh month – at year's end – because He is prophesied to return at the last trumpet sound. When Yahshua returns, only the believers are raised to an incorruptible state.

The New Testament deals with the end times and moves step by step through the chapters of Revelation and the sounding of seven trumpets of Yahweh. A number of verses corroborate the return of the Messiah, stating that it is at the seventh and last trumpet that our Savior returns. One such is l Corinthians 

15:52: “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (ICor. 15:52).


The Apostle Paul also wrote, “For Yahshua Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of Yahweh: and the dead in Messiah shall rise first” (1Thes. 4: 16).

While we are assured that Yahshua will return at the last or seventh trumpet, we are also told that He will return to Jerusalem to the mount of Olives: “And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which [is] before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south” (Zech. 14:4).

Atonement and the High Priest

Many believe that the Savior will return at one of Yahweh's Festivals – perhaps the Feast of Trumpets.

There is also justification for the belief that the Day of Atonement may be the time of His return. Leviticus 16 gives a detailed account of the high priest's duties on Atonement day. None of the Israelites could enter that holy place at any time, and the high priest entered the Holy of Holies only on the day of Atonement. Our Redeemer is pictured in type as having gone to the heavens where He as our High Priest is also our advocate or mediator between His ekklesia (Assembly) and the Heavenly Father.

The populace waited outside with baited breath for the return of the high priest, knowing that when he emerged, the sacrifice for himself and the people was then accepted by Yahweh. Had he been struck dead in the Holy of Holies, the 

message was clear that the Atonement sacrifice was rejected, and the people were still in their sins.

So it is with us. When we see the returning Messiah, we will know that we are among the redeemed and our sins have truly been forgiven. We can now stand in His presence: “So Messiah was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28).
                                

True Roots Soon Lost

In preparing for the coming birth of the Savior to Bethlehem, Yahweh under Ezra and Nehemiah had brought the exiled Jews back from Babylon. The Temple was rebuilt and Jerusalem was again occupied by the Jews. Under the Romans, the 

Levitical priesthood was allowed to function. The community of Jews in the Holy Land was the only composite witness to the world that Yahweh was indeed the Mighty One of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Yahweh sent His Son as His prophet to a people now restored in the land, but they received Him not, John 1:11-12.

Dr. Ethelbert Bullinger's Companion Bible notes that had the people back then accepted Yahshua as the Messiah, the Kingdom could have been established at that time. However, their rejection of Him brought tragedy upon the whole Jewish nation. A number of Jews along with some Gentiles did accept the Messiah, which was the beginning of the early ekklesia or Assembly of believers, erroneously called “the church.”

Yahshua had spent three and a half years teaching and preparing His twelve Apostles concerning the Kingdom of Heaven. They were to be His witnesses, proclaiming His truth after His return to the Father in heaven. These and other Jewish converts to the Messiah made up the early believers and were known by the world as “Jewish Christians.”
However, soon after the Savior's death and resurrection the Jewish converts died off and were replaced by Gentiles. The ekklesia (known as the early “church”) for the most part became “Gentile Christianity” and lost its Israelite or Jewish roots. Paganism was adopted wholesale.

Enter Heathenism

The church soon was composed of unconverted pagans who continued in their heathen customs. Pagan doctrines began to supplant the Savior's New Covenant teachings and perverted His message. Sunday replaced the Sabbath.
                                                   

Pagan days such as Christmas, Hallowe'en, Lent, and Easter soon displaced the holy days of Leviticus 23. False teachings like going to heaven and the immortal soul idea were baptized and woven into the fabric of “Christian” worship. Pagan worship continued on pagan days, but was now syncretized with a new meaning supposedly adapted to the Bible.

The “gentile church” now claimed the promises made to Israel. Christianity no longer looked to the Jews to learn when Passover was to occur, but turned 
to the worship of Ashtoreth at the time of the vernal equinox, calling it “Easter.”

Pagan worship revolved around the movement of celestial bodies, and the solstices and equinoxes were the standards for heathen holidays. 

Xmas came at the time of the winter solstice. The term Easter was derived from the pagan deity Eostre, hich was the name of the goddess of spring. “In her honor sacrifices were offered at the time of the vernal equinox,” The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, p. 6, “Easter.”

The celebration in honor of Eostre (Ashtoreth) was adopted by the church and changed to honor the resurrection of the Savior, an observance nowhere commanded in the Bible. We are never told to remember His resurrection, but to remember His death.

Zion-centered Truth

Yahshua clearly states, “Salvation is of the Jews,” (John 4:22), referring to Himself as the ultimate Savior Who would spring from Judah. Paul emphasizes the important role the Jews had in preserving Yahweh's Word: “What advantage then has the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? Much every way: 

chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles (Greek logion, utterances) of Yahweh” (Rom. 3:1-2). It is the Jews who have meticulously copied and maintained the accuracy of the Old Testament for us.

Notice that Yahshua Himself made His presence known at the Feast of Dedication in December (John 10:22- 23), a memorial of the cleansing of Ezra's Temple after its defilement by Antiochus Epiphanes. This was not a commanded observance, but has great historical significance to Israelites.

The Old Testament speaks of the final deliverance of Yahweh's people as taking place in Mount Zion and Jerusalem where the Jewish nation is presently recognized: “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of 

Yahweh shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as Yahweh has said, and in the remnant whom Yahweh shall call” (Joel 2:32).


During the Sabbatical year of 69-70 C.E., the Temple was destroyed and the Levitical priesthood ceased to function. The Jews were soon driven from the Holy Land following the Bar Kochba rebellion in 135 C.E. Few returned.


For almost 2,000 years Yahweh has not had a “showcase” witness on this earth as was the nation of Israel in the time of David and Solomon, of whom the world could attest to blessings of obedience from Yahweh.


Pagan customs and worldly influence continue to hold sway in churches as corruption of Bible teaching proceeds apace. However, sincere Bible students reject traditions and practices not found in the Bible but seek the Bible's admonition and example to return to the pristine truth of Scripture as closely as we are able.


It was only in this century, after 2,000 years, that in 1948 Yahweh saw fit to reestablish Israel back in the Holy Land. Israel is the only nation in the world where the seventh-day weekly Sabbath is nationally acknowledged as the day of rest (but not necessarily observed by everyone). While His personal Name, Yahweh, continues to be disguised and avoided, His feast days are tolerated and even respected by most Jews in Israel today.


Once again Yahweh has a viable, visible showcase where His laws and ways are acknowledged (but not always observed).


This tiny nation called Israel, with some 4 million people, has been preserved and spared by Yahweh in spite of repeated attacks from the Arab coalition sworn to push the fledgling country into the sea. It has not happened, and will not happen, because Yahshua Himself will yet intervene at Israel's darkest hour: “Yahweh also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah” (Zech. 12:7).


Israel was given the Torah and a priesthood to educate them in Yahweh's ways. 

Each of the priest's activities in some way symbolized the redemptive work of the Savior. The Sabbaths have special significance in carrying out Yahweh's grand design for mankind. Yahweh set apart special days and times for the worship of Himself. These days are prophetic, Colossians 2:17.


These special days are in harmony with the harvesting of crops in the Holy Land. Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread mark the beginning of the barley harvest, followed by the Feast of Weeks for the wheat harvest, and Tabernacles for the general harvest.


Savior to Return to Zion


When Yahshua returns, He will go to the Holy Land and stand on the Mount of Olives, Zechariah 14:4. He will then establish Jerusalem as the bright and shining 

beacon of light showing His truth to the whole world.


“And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of Yahweh's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh, to the house of the Elohim of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of Yahweh from Jerusalem” (Isa. 2:2-4).
Yahshua will rule with a rod of iron from Jerusalem with the resurrected saints. 

All His Sabbaths will be strictly honored and kept, “And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before Me, says Yahweh” (Isa. 66:23).


All Feast days will be observed as well, Ezekiel 45:21-25; also Zechariah 14: 16-18. His Name Yahweh will be revered by all and they will gladly serve Him in the 

Kingdom: “For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the Name of Yahweh, to serve Him with one consent” (Zeph. 3:9).

Passover and the Equinox

Because we know that the Sabbaths and Feast days will be observed in the Kingdom, it is incumbent upon us as the Elect of Yahweh to learn as much as we can of these special times.


By keeping these sanctified days now, we will understand and comprehend their deeper spiritual lessons.


Yahweh teaches us spiritual truths through physical actions. We keep the weekly Sabbath to be reminded every week, 52 times a year, that Yahweh is our Creator, the One we serve and obey. We are reminded weekly that Yahshua came to show us how we are to walk in His footsteps and live the truth He teaches.


In the year of His death, history records that the Savior kept the Passover at the same time as did the Sadducees. John 18:28 shows that some Jews had not yet partaken of the Passover, but Yahshua and His disciples had done so in John 13. His disciples raised no question about their observing Passover before the Jews who followed Rabbinic Judaism.

Historians agree that while the Temple was standing the Jews kept Passover BEFORE the equinox. Because Yahshua kept Passover as determined by the Sanhedrin before the equinox during Temple times, then we are on safe ground to do likewise. Nothing is said about having to observe a NEW MOON that appears after the vernal equinox before keeping Passover. Historians point out that the vernal equinox often comes during the month Abib.

McClintock and Strong's Cyclopedia of Biblical Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. 3, p. 13, under Easter states: “Many of the Church fathers are of opinion that, according to the original calculation of the Jews up to the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, the 14th Nisan had always 
been after the spring equinox, and that it was only in consequence of a miscalculation of the later Jews that the 14th of Nisan occasionally fell before the equinox. They therefore insisted that the 14th of Nisan, which for both parties within the church determined the time of Easter, 

should always be after the equinox.

“As the year of Jews is a lunar year, and the 14th of Nisan always a full-moon day, the Christians who adopted the above astronomical view, whenever the 14th of Nisan fell before the equinox, would celebrate the death of [Messiah] 

one month later than the Jewish Passover. As the Christians ... had to make their own calculations for the time of Easter ... These calculations frequently differed, partly from reasons already set forth, and partly because the date of the equinox was fixed by some at the 18th of March, by others at the 19th, by others at the 21st of March.”

Man Sets His Own Rules

Notice that the Christian “Church fathers” established their own rules by relying upon the vernal equinox as did the pagans, instead of the green ears of barley as the Bible requires (Abib = “green ears,” Deut. 16:1).

Another authority writes, “That the vernal equinox occurred in Nisan [Abib] is attested by Josephus (Ant. 1. x. 5) and also in cuneiform literature (Muss-Arnolt p. 77) Nisan corresponded to the first zodiacal sign (Aries) in which the vernal equinox fell. The sacred year was determined by the annual festivals and the first of these festivals was henceforth fixed by the Passover moon.” “Equinox and the Calendar,” Dictionary of the Bible, James Hastings, p. 765.

Notice that Hastings says, “The vernal equinox occurred in Nisan Abib.” That is to say, sometime during the month of Abib, after the new moon of Abib, the vernal equinox took place. Thus, the equinox came AFTER the new moon of Abib! This counters those who erroneously cling to the idea that the new moon must occur AFTER the equinox.

Nothing is mentioned here about letting the equinox determine the month of Nisan. The vernal equinox fell within the month of Nisan 
[Abib] -which means the new moon of Nisan came BEFORE the equinox! That is, the new moon came establishing the month of Nisan (Abib), then came the equinox, then the Passover. Therefore, those who insist upon keeping the Feasts a month later are out of harmony with Yahweh's calendar.


Fausset's Bible Encyclopedia, under “Year [Hebrew year] reads, “They began it with the new moon nearest to the equinox, yet late enough to 

allow of the First Fruits of barley harvest being offered about the middle of the first month. So Josephus (Ant. iii. 10,5) states that the Passover was celebrated when the sun was in Aries” (p. 727).

Many authorities and Bible dictionaries corroborate the fact that the 

Passover was kept AFTER the equinox, but that the new moon of Abib, which began the new year, was that which was nearest the vernal equinox. Some even declare that the equinox came in the month Abib-Nisan, which is AFTER the new moon. Therefore, history confirms the fact that the idea is from paganism that the new moon of Abib must come AFTER the vernal equinox. Often it precedes the equinox.           

The Hebrew tekufah (Strong's No. 8622) is assumed by a few to be the spring equinox. It appears four times in the Bible with the following literal meanings: Exodus 34:22; at the year's end (marg.: revolution of the year) 1Samuel 1:20; when the time was come about (marg.: in revolution of days) 2Chronicles 24:23; at the end of the year (“in the revolution of the year” - margin) and Psalm 19:6 [concerning the sun] “His going forth [is] from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.”


Tekufah means at the end of a complete circuit and not the 

vernal equinox at the beginning of a year!
                                       

Before the Savior comes there will be a movement of New Testament believers who will diligently seek the ancient paths and return to keeping Yahweh's Torah in preparation for Yahshua's return. The union of Judah and Ephraim will surely come as the latter rain when Yahweh's Spirit is poured out on His people.

The Savior will return to the mount of Olives, which is in the land of Israel. It will most assuredly be on a Feast day (perhaps Trumpets?). Would not He honor His people by returning when they are obediently keeping the feasts of the seventh month?

Because the Jews were given the oracles of Yahweh, their observance of His holy days would certainly be in the right season, in the correct month, and not a month later as determined by an unbiblical “new moon after the vernal equinox.”

This practice would delay the Feast Days one whole month. Furthermore, observing the signs of the heavens such as the equinoxes and solstices was the practice of pagans who gave us Easter and Xmas. 

We are better off to be in harmony with the Jews than attempt to observe another month through worldly customs outside the Bible.

Remember the words of Yahshua: “You worship you know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews,” John 4:22                                        

Keep the days Yahweh has commanded, in the time that is appointed, not according to the notions of man.

The above two articles from the following links: 

http://www.belovedofgod.org/paper-calendar1.html

http://www.yrm.org/equinox-mans-rule.htm 

From Nehemia Gordon, February 2011:

 From his site: karaite-korner.org

Karaite Korner Newsletter #497

Equinox Shmequinox

With the Aviv Search coming up in two weeks I've several e-mails asking me about observing Chag HaMatzot (Feast of Unleavened Bread) before the Vernal Equinox. I usually respond with, "Where does it say anything about the Vernal Equinox in Scripture?" Last year I sent out a note entitled "Will the Real Equinox Please Stand Up". Below is the note updated for 2011 along with some new info at the end.

To learn more about how the ripening of the Aviv Barley affects the beginning of the biblical year please see: 
http://www.karaite-korner.org/abib.shtml

It's not too late to support the Aviv Search by sending a donation to:
Makor Hebrew Foundation, POB 13, Mansfield, TX 76063 or clicking on the donate button at: 
http://www.makorhebrew.org/donations.shtml
Our main expenses are related to travelling around Israel examining barley fields, especially gas (nearly $7.50 a gallon in Israel), car rental, etc. Every donation helps cover these expenses. Thank you for your support. 

Now, Will the Real Equinox Please Stand Up, 2011 Update

Some people object that the true indicator for the beginning of the Biblical year should not be the Aviv barley but the Vernal Equinox, the day which marks the beginning of Spring. They base this on an anachronism in the rabbinical interpretation of the biblical Hebrew word Tekufah ("circuit"). An anachronism is erroneously placing something from a later time period into an earlier one. For example, speaking about telephones in ancient Rome is an anachronism. Interpreting the Biblical Hebrew word "Tekufah" as "equinox", a meaning it never had in Tanakh times, is an anachronism. I won't go into too much detail here about the word Tekufah as I have done so in the past. For more information on this topic please see: 
http://www.karaite-korner.org/abib_faq.shtml 
http://www.karaite-korner.org/abib_and_tekufah.shtml
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/karaite_korner_news/message/220
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/karaite_korner_news/message/124

Today I want to point out another anachronism in the application of the vernal equinox by those who claim it has a role in the Biblical calendar. Specifically I want to ask the question: If we are really required to use the vernal equinox for the biblical calendar, then which equinox? The problem is that there was no reliable way to calculate the timing of the Vernal Equinox in antiquity. Today modern astronomers have worked out with a high degree of accuracy the exact timing of the Vernal Equinox. The prerequisite for determining the true equinox was discovering the exact length of the solar year. According to modern astronomers a solar year is 365 days 5 hours 48 minutes 46 seconds and this year the equinox falls out on March 20, 2011 11:21pm UTC. Easy, right? Not so fast. The true value of the solar year was not known until modern times.

Fear not, say advocates of the equinox, Moses had secret astronomical knowledge learned at the court of Pharaoh. This secret knowledge supposedly included the exact calculation to work out the true timing of the Vernal Equinox. If Moses had this secret knowledge it was unfortunately unknown to later Jews. The early Rabbis mention the Vernal Equinox but they did not have a way of reliably calculating it because they did not know the true length of the solar year. There were actually two contradictory opinions about the length of the solar year and both were wrong. According to Rabbi Samuel the solar year was 365 days 6 hours whereas Rabbi Ada reckoned the solar year to be 365 days 5 hours 55 minutes 25.4 seconds. The difference between these two values may sound trivial but they result in the Vernal Equinox falling out on different days, neither of which is the correct day! For example, this year the Equinox of Samuel falls out on April 8, 2011 whereas the Equinox of Ada is March 28, 2011. The true Vernal Equinox in Jerusalem time comes out to March 21, 2011 at 1:21am - 7 days before the Equinox of Ada and 18 days before the Equinox of Samuel. Which one of these three values did Moses supposedly use: the Equinox of Ada, the Equinox of Samuel, or the true astronomical value only worked out in modern times? If this knowledge was known to Moses then why was it unknown to every other ancient civilization including the Jews? Did God really intend for us to wait for the advent of modern astronomy to know the true timing of the biblical feasts? Or did he set out a simple system that ancient Israelite farmers could easily follow by looking at their crops as they grew in the fields? It seems to me this is what the Creator was talking about when he said: "Observe the Month of the Aviv" in Deuteronomy 16:1. No need for secret astronomical knowledge; just a simple way to track the solar cycle relevant to an ancient farming society.

To make matters even more interesting, the Vernal Equinox is calculated today as a moment in time not as a day. As already mentioned, this year the Vernal Equinox will be March 21, 2011 at 1:21am Israel time. In the Hebrew reckoning, the day begins at sunset and this is well after sunset presumably making March 20 at sunset until March 21 at sunset the day of the Vernal Equinox. But not so fast with this either! The ancients defined the equinox as the day on which daytime and nighttime were of equal length, as we can see from the following quotation from the Jerusalem Talmud (Berachot 2c 1:1): "On both the Vernal Equinox and Autumnal Equinox the day and the night are equal". So when would that be for observers in the Land of Israel? Considering that they did not have accurate clocks in ancient times, this would be no small feat to figure out, which is why both Samuel and Ada got it wrong. If you look at TimeAndDate.com for the day on which the daytime and nighttime are equal in Jerusalem you get a surprising result: March 17! On March 17 there will be 12h 00m 41s of daytime and 11h 59m 19s of nighttime. So is the "Biblical" equinox March 17 based on day lengths in Jerusalem? Or March 21 based on modern astronomy? Or March 28 or April 8 based on the ancient values of the year according to Samuel and Ada? Check the Jerusalem day lengths in March 2011 for yourself:
http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/astronomy.html?n=110&month=3&year=2011&obj=sun&afl=-11&day=1

The ancients could theoretically have used the falling of shadows over the period of a year to figure out the timing of the equinox and then after a number of years correlated this to the rising of the sun at a fixed point on the horizon. This is what was presumably done at Stonehenge and similar sites. However, this would not bring them the correct day based on the equal length of days and night and the values of Samuel and Ada prove they did not use this method for the calendar. 

Now just for fun, let's look at the ancient Pharisee use of the equinox. The rabbis believed in determining the beginning of the year based on three factors of which the Aviv was considered the most important but not the only one. The other two were the Vernal Equinox and the ripening of unspecified "fruits of the trees" (Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 11b). What the rabbis looked at when it came to the equinox was that the 16th of Nissan would fall on or after the Vernal Equinox. If it didn't, then they added a 13th month, Adar Bet (Rosh Hashanah 21a). The problem is there are four different ways to calculate the Vernal Equinox: 

Equinox acc. to equal daytime and nighttime: March 17
Equinox of Ada: March 28
Equinox of Samuel: April 8
Equinox acc. to modern astronomy: March 21

If the Aviv is found on March 6, it would make the 16th of Nissan on March 22, too early for Ada and Samuel but perfect timing based on modern astronomy and the day with equal daytime and nighttime. The ancient Pharisees used the equinox of Samuel for this purpose and this was later incorporated into the Hillel II calendar. This is why the modern rabbinical calendar has a leap year this year, based on the incorrect value that places the equinox on April 8. 
Nehemia Gordon
Jerusalem, Israel

Well, it looks like barley in the aviv stage will NOT found around Jerusalem this year. Nehemia has already reported that the barley is not near the aviv stage as of March 2nd, but he will still take a team out March 6-7 just to be sure. If no barley is found in the aviv stage (two weeks before being ready to harvest) that means that we have an Adar Bet this year (2011) and the real Passover will be at the sighting of the first sliver of the new moon by two or more witnesses in April, making the Passover 15 days later.  

Love once again,

Yedidah

March 5, 2011
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