SUNRISE AND SUNSET

Please refer to the article: “The Sunrise Lessons”, October 2007

In the article “The Sunrise Lessons”, I share the lessons Yahuweh taught me through my watching six weeks straight of sunrises over the Sea of Galilee (Lake Kinneret) and the Golan Heights, from the balcony of the apartment I was staying in, in Tiberias, Israel.  I share of the great faithfulness of Yahuweh as proven by the sun rising each morning without fail. We don’t have to be anxious, don’t have to fret or worry, for Yahuweh is always on time.  We can do nothing to make the sun rise each morning. We can do nothing to make happen what sustains our life moment by moment. Without the sunshine, we would die immediately.  But, we can trust Him, whom to know is more wonderful than words can tell.  We can walk with Him hand in hand, as a little child walks alongside a beloved Daddy.

I took about 150 sunrise pictures between September and early November of 2007.  No sunrise was exactly the same.  Oftentimes, the most beautiful sunrises came among the clouds, which reflected the beauty of the sun’s radiance, diffusing light into many directions and causing glorious colors and shapes.  I’ve taken some spectacular sunrise and sunset pictures this year off the same balcony.

I learned that we might have to wait for His sun-show to begin, but it always happens.  As the days get shorter in winter, the sun comes up a little later each morning until December 21st—the shortest day of the year—the winter equinox--so sometimes I would sit on the balcony of the apartment I was in, and waited patiently.  At times, it seemed it would never come up—it was so slow.  Yet, as soon as its “head” poked up above the Golan Heights, it kept rising at a steady pace, until it headed west towards sunset over the hills of Tiberias.  

I would see the birds begin to fly each morning just before the sun made its first appearance over the Golan.  Then they would fly in the light of the dawn, and flock by the hundreds at times down by the Lake.  He has always been right on His timing from the creation of the universe.  

His timing is always perfect, and we must rest in it, not trying to rush ahead of it, but not lagging behind it either, reminding us of that great old hymn: “Great is Thy faithfulness!” 

Lamentations 3:21-26: “This I recall to my mind, therefore I wait: The kindness of Yahuweh!  For we have not been consumed—His compassions have not ended, they are new every morning—Great is Your Faithfulness! `Yahuweh is my portion’ says my soul. `Therefore, I wait for Him! Yahuweh is good to those waiting for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. It is good both to wait and to be silent for he deliverance of Yahuweh’ ”.  

He says that if He could break His Covenant with the sun and the moon, He could break His Covenant with King David and his descendants, and with the Levitical priesthood.  (Jeremiah 33:14-26)  
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November 20, 2008 Tiberias: I went out at the time of sunrise, but it didn't rise.  The clouds were so thick it did not come up.  There was no sign of it.  

The birds were flocking as usual.  What did they know that I didn’t?  Later I saw a thin layer of pink.  Fact: The clouds were thick.  Truth: The sun rose as usual.  Just because I did not see it rise because the thick clouds concealed it, doesn't mean it did not rise.  Father is always faithful, even if we can't see what He's doing!  Just because I didn’t see the sun rise as usual didn’t mean it didn’t happen on schedule.  It didn’t mean that His faithfulness failed.  Too often people run to their own reasoning, to fear, to anxiety, to supposition, when all the time He was very present to fulfill His promises to us!  When He promises His obedient set-apart children: “I will never leave you or forsake you”, He means it!  

Many times in our foolishness we think Father is not with us.  The clouds have hidden His face from us.  We often search for reasons as to why He’s not speaking, or doing something we think He should be doing.  But, we often make “thick clouds” by our sin—rebellion against His Torah/teachings and instructions—by our attitudes, by our emotional upsets, or by our human reasoning that makes it appear He is not there with us, but He is forever faithful, even when we are not. 

II Timothy 2:13: “If we are not faithful, He remains faithful, for it is impossible for Him to deny Himself.”  

This is why it is of top priority to know Him and know His nature.  Why does He remain faithful, even when His highest creation—mankind—gave himself away to serve Lucifer?  What does He know that we should know?  What does He want to tell us if we would only trust Him and obey Him enough for Him to be able to befriend us and trust us?  Oh how much His people have lost by not making His Presence their priority!  He is Light--more brilliant than all of His light-creation put together.  He cannot allow darkness in His Presence. Yet, His people try to bring darkness into His Presence and then wonder why He seems so distant. We shut out His ability to do the kindnesses for us that He wants to do by making our own cloud-covering.  

Genesis 1:14-19: “And Elohim said, `Let lights come to be in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and appointed times [Yahuweh’s seven festivals and Shabbats], and for days and years, and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth. And it came to be so. And Elohim made two great lights: the greater to rule the day, and the lesser to rule the night, and the stars. And Elohim set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from darkness.  And Elohim saw that it was good. And there came to be evening and there came to be morning, the fourth day”. (Italics mine)

Since the fourth day of creation when He spoke the sun and moon and stars into existence, the sun has not failed to rise in the east or set in the west, on time—His time—as usual.  
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Malachi 1:11: “From the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My Name is great among nations…”  Let us exalt His set-apart Name!

On the evening of November 30, 2008, I was in Jaffa, Israel, walking on the beach, waiting for the sun to set over the Mediterranean Sea.  It set on time, as usual.  I was taking pictures of the different stages of its setting.  Like it’s rising, the sun doesn’t waste time. It appeared to actually slide into the waters of the Mediterranean Sea. It appeared that the sky behind it was a flat wall.  When I finished taking pictures, Father showed me that I was watching and photographing seven signs of the end times--the time of “night” before the Day of the return of Messiah Yahushua, and the time forerunning His appearing.  These seven signs are amazing: 

1) The sun was setting over what the Bible calls “the Great Sea”—the Mediterranean.  This is “THE” Sea that will be forfeited when Father brings His New Jerusalem to hover over the earth, for His 1500 square cubed City will reach out over the whole area of the “Great Sea”.  (Revelation 21:1)  It’s light will shine down, not on the “Great Sea” but on the sea of the nations of the saved who will walk in the light of the City in the land of Israel.  

It is out of the Great Sea that John saw the beast rising (Revelation 13:1)…Along its coast are many nations, but the one nation that will produce the anti-messiah is the Vatican.  

2) Night began: The sun is setting on the dying world system. The beast rises out of the sea. As the sun sets and the system is dying, the great Leviathan rises to play.  As the sun sets, one time-period ends and another begins, for His days begin at sunset.  We are moving from the day of man, to the day of Yahuweh.  

3) People were walking aimlessly along the beach.  One man was doing tricks with a Frisbee.  A few people were throwing sticks for their dogs to “go fetch”.   

Some people were taking pictures of the sunset. Some couples were holding hands as they walked.  Some sat on the rocks alone. 

Before the Flood in Noah’s time people were going about life as usual until the day “the deep broke up”, and they drowned.  Today, the great majority of mankind acts as if nothing unusual is happening.  They are going about their self-styled lives as usual, totally oblivious to what Yahuweh, or Lucifer, are about to do with them.   

4) There was one lone fisherman out on a jetty that extended into the Sea, silhouetted against the backdrop of the sunset. He represents the ending of the “time of the fishermen”—the time of encouraging His people to come home to His Land, and the return of the House of Israel to the Covenant of Yahuweh.  He represents Joseph, seeking His Brethren.  Soon the evil hunters will come to kill. The time of the hunters is closing in as dark descends on a dying world”.   
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Jeremiah 16:14-16: “`Therefore, see, the days are coming’ declares Yahuweh `when it is no longer said, “Yahuweh lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of Egypt”, but “Yahuweh lives who brought up the children of 

Israel from the land of the north and from all the lands where He had driven them”.  `For I shall bring them back into their land I gave to their fathers.  See, I am sending for many fishermen’ declares Yahuweh, `and they shall fish 

them.  And after that I shall send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill and out of the holes of the rocks’ ”.    

4) As the sun set, the Muslim call to prayer sounded from the minarets near the Sea in Jaffa. This mournful-sounding call also announces sunset each evening.  Against the command of Yahuweh, foreign people and their foreign gods have been allowed among His people in His Land. Stirred up by lies and deception to violence, they bring terror, fear and oppression.  

5) After dark, lighted passenger airplanes could be seen lining up for descent and landing at Ben Gurion Airport, flying over the beach at Jaffa.  The airlines, bringing home His people!  Ezekiel 37:15-28 has begun as a trickle, but when Messiah comes the dam will burst. 

6) One lone sailing boat headed toward the dock, as if sailing right into the sunset.  Ships will also bring His people home to their haven harbor of Israel.  

7) As the sun descended below the waves of the Sea, the sky turned a gorgeous orangey glow, with yellow and pink streaks across the sky.  The peaceful water became very dark in color, making the whitecaps of little waves very distinctive.  As I finished taking pictures, I turned my back to the sunset and began to walk up the ramp ascending above the beach.  What I saw made me stop and stare with awe.  At the top of the ramp stood a bride and a groom.  She had on a beautiful full white wedding gown. Some professional photographers were taking their picture with the sunset as a backdrop.  Behind me the sun had set and the dark of night had set in.  In front of me stood a bride and groom.  All I could think of was that as the sun sets on the world as we know it, and “great darkness covers the people” that His Bride has made herself ready.  

Isaiah 60:1-2 speaks to the sons of Jacob/Israel, the Covenant people: “Arise, shine, for your light has come!  And the esteem of Yahuweh has risen upon you. For look, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness the peoples.  But, Yahuweh arises over you, and His esteem is seen upon you”.  

Revelation 19:5-9: “And a voice came from the throne saying, `Praise our Elohim, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both great and small!’ And I heard as the voice of a great crowd, as the sound of many waters as the sound of mighty thunders saying, `HalleluYah, for Yahuweh El Shaddai reigns!

Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him praise, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. And to her was given to be dressed in fine linen, clean and white, for the fine linen is the righteousness of the set-apart ones’.  And he said to me, `Write, “Blessed are those who have 
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been called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!” ’ And he said to me, `These are the true words of Elohim’ ”.   His Bride has indeed made herself ready, and now is sealed into His ark of preservation, awaiting the coming of her Beloved.  

How overwhelming! — This bride having her picture taken with the sunset over the Mediterranean as a backdrop for the pictures.  Truly this is the picture that we must always keep in mind—“the night comes, but also the morning”. 

Isaiah 21:11-12: “The message concerning Dumah (Edom): He calls to me out of Seir (Petra, Edom) `Watchman, how much of the night has passed? Watchman, how much of the night has passed?’ The watchman said, `Morning  

comes, but also the night’ ”.  (Italics mine)

Darkness always precedes the dawn--death precedes resurrection, sadness precedes joy, pain precedes deliverance.  Messiah rose from the dead just before sunset on Shabbat evening—when the Festival of First Fruits would be celebrated beginning with the waving of the Barley sheaves.  He is the Elohim of new beginnings… 

Let us learn lessons from His sunrises and sunsets!  He is forever faithful, and He is letting His people know what He is doing, in every way He can.

One of the most profound verses in the Bible is Hebrews 11:11: “By faith also, Sarah herself was enabled to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the normal age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised”.   

Have you proven Him faithful because you have allowed Him to test you?  Has He proven you to be a good and faithful servant because you are obedient to whatever He asks of you?  

May He say to us the words of Matthew 25:21: “Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little, I shall set you over much.  Enter into the joy of your Master”.    

Shalom, 

Yedidah

December 2, 2008  
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