THE SUNRISE LESSONS

Lamentations 3:21-24:  “This I recall to mind, therefore I wait: The kindnesses of Yahuweh!  For we have not been consumed, for His compassions have not ended.  They are new every morning—GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS! `Yahuweh is my Portion’, says my soul, therefore I wait for Him.  It is good—both to wait and to be silent, for the deliverance of Yahuweh”.  

Psalm 5:3:  “O Yahuweh, in the morning You hear my voice; I present myself to You in the morning, and I look up”.  

Psalm 50:1-2: “The mighty Elohim, even Yahuweh, has spoken and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same.  Out of Zion the perfection of beauty, Elohim has shined”.  

Excerpts from Psalm 57:8-11: “…I awake at dawn.  I praise You among the peoples, O Yahuweh…for Your kindness is great up to the heavens, and Your truth unto the clouds.  Be exalted above the heavens, O Elohim; Let Your glory be above all the earth”.  

Psalm 59:16: “And I, I sing of Your power.  And in the morning I sing aloud of Your kindness; for You have been my strong tower and a refuge in the day of my distress”.   
Excerpts from Psalm 63:1-6: “O Elohim, You are my El; I earnestly seek You; My soul has thirsted for You…because Your kindness is better than life, my lips do praise You”.  

Psalm 90:14: “Satisfy us in the morning with Your kindness, and let us sing for joy all our days!”  

Psalm 92:1-6: “It is good to give thanks to Yahuweh, and to sing praises to Your Name, O Most High; to declare Your kindness in the morning, and Your faithfulness (trustworthiness) each night…for You have made me rejoice with Your work, O Yahuweh, I shout for joy at the works of Your hands, O Yahuweh how great are Your works.  Your thoughts are very deep.  A senseless man does not know, and a fool does not understand this”.  (Italics mine)

Psalm 113:3: “From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same, Yahuweh’s Name is to be praised”.  

Excerpts from Psalm 147:1-11: “Praise Yah!  For it is good to sing praises to our Elohim.  For it is pleasant—praise is fitting.  Yahuweh builds of Jerusalem; He gathers the outcasts of Israel; He heals the broken-hearted. He binds up their wounds. He appoints the number of stars and He gives names to all of them.  Great is our Master and mighty in power, there is no limit to His understanding…Yahuweh takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who wait for His kindness”.  

Excerpts from Psalm 148: “Praise Yah!  Praise Him from the heavens! Praise Him in the heights!…Praise Him sun and moon; Praise Him, all you stars of light…For He commanded and they were created.  And He established them forever and ever, and gave a law and they pass not beyond.  Let them praise 
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the Name of Yahuweh for His Name alone is exalted.  His splendor is above the earth and heavens. He also lifts up the horn (power and authority) of His people, the praise of all His kind ones, of the children of Israel (Yahuweh changed Jacob’s name to Israel), a people near to Him.  Praise Yah.” (Italics mine)  

Isaiah 45:5-6: “I am Yahuweh, and there is none else—there is no Elohim besides Me.  I gird you though you have not known Me, so that they know from the rising of the sun to its setting that there is none but Me.  I am Yahuweh, and there is none else”.  

Yahuweh has chosen one people on the earth: The tribes through Jacob (Israel)—through whom to glorify and to exalt Himself and in the earth, and to show His kindness and greatness.  His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has never failed and never will fail. (II Samuel 7:22-26--a prayer of King David)

Isaiah 59:19-21:  “`And they shall fear the Name of Yahuweh from the West, and His glory from the rising of the sun…and the Redeemer shall come to Zion and to those turning from transgression in Jacob’, declares Yahuweh. `And for Me, this is My covenant with them’, said Yahuweh: `My Spirit that is upon you and My words that I put in your mouth, shall not be withdrawn from your mouth nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants’ descendants’, says Yahuweh, `from this time and forever’ ”.  Only the Israel gets a Messiah—only Israel has a Redeemer-Savior.  

THE SUNRISE LESSONS: Life-changing lessons!  

From September 17, 2007, until this present time in November of 2007, I have not missed a sunrise.  Most of my time in Israel, I did not miss a moonrise either, for both hold separate significance.  

Since September 17, 2007 until now, most of the time I saw the sunrise daily in Tiberias, Israel, over the Golan Heights and the Sea of the Galilee.  I saw the sunrise over the Mt. of Olives in Jerusalem each morning during the Festival of Sukkot.  I have seen the sunrise in Tel Aviv, Israel, in Boston, U.S.A, and near Bradenton, Florida. 

But, the sunrise lessons became the most concentrated and profound each morning, as I watched the pre-sunrise show, and the sunrise show over the Golan Heights and the Sea of the Galilee—Lake Kinneret (the harp).  I called it “Good Morning Israel”—“Yahuweh’s Morning Show.”  He was the Host of the show, and He did the talking, but His special guests were the sun, the birds, the Sea, the mountains, the trees, the flowers, the dogs and cats, and the morning colors—each with their own special input.   

Our good Father would wake me up each morning between 5:00 and 5:30 AM to make sure I was ready and prepared for “show time”.  I would sit, and often tears would roll down my cheeks as I read the Psalms--my treasure I got in Jerusalem—my Hebrew “Tehillim”—praising Yahuweh for His greatness as Creator, for His faithfulness, for His goodness and kindness--for His love.  I must have taken at least 100 pictures of sunrises—all gorgeous! 
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He would teach me lessons about His nature, His thinking, and His ways of doing things.  He would answer questions.  I learned more about the character of my Father and that knowing Him and trusting Him is the wisest thing I could ever do.  I learned that the sun comes up each morning, because He set that in motion on day four of creation, and what He sets in motion is forever.  I knew it intellectually, but not as reality in my spirit. 

Psalm 119:89: “Your Word, O Yahuweh, is FOREVER settled in heaven”. 
He doesn’t do something then trash it for something else. What goes out of His 

mouth never returns to Him void, but accomplishes what He sent it to do.  

Malachi 3:6: “For I am Yahuweh, I do not change, and you, O sons of Jacob, shall not come to an end” -- Because He doesn’t change, we are not destroyed.

Isaiah 55:9-11: “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.  Or as the rain comes down, and the snow from the heavens and do not return there, but water the earth and make it bring forth and bud, and give seed to the sower and bread to thee eater, so is My Word that goes forth out of My mouth—it does not return to me empty and void, but shall accomplish what I sent it for”. 

As in Creation, so is His eternal Torah—teachings and instructions of the Kingdom of heaven for our good, always.  The Messiah Yahushua is the embodiment of the Torah, the Prophets and the Writings—the Tenach—the eternal “Word was made flesh and dwelt among us”.  (John 1:1, 14)

He who spoke the cycles of the sun and moon into orbit, the planets and the stars, is forever faithful.  He never slumbers or sleeps. (Psalm 121)  
As I was preparing to leave Tiberias, I was anxious about getting to the airport two hours drive away in Tel Aviv--having to leave at 3:00AM.  As I was reading Psalm 121 the day before I was to leave, waiting for the sun to rise, I read verse 8 from the Tehellim: “Yahuweh will guard your departure and your arrival from this time forth and forever”.  Now, how personal can you get! -- Those are airport terms.  When you rise early to “greet Him” at the dawn, He rewards you greatly!  He removed the anxiety and brought “perfect peace”.  My whole trip was peaceful.  

His eye never leaves Israel, especially Jerusalem—Deuteronomy 11:10-12.  His eye is forever on His people and His Land.  

Excerpts from Zechariah 2:4, 5, 8: “Jerusalem is to remain unwalled…`For I Myself am to her’, declares Yahuweh, `a wall of fire all around, and for glory I am in her midst’….For he who touches you, touches the apple of My eye’ ”.  

He is steadfast—unmoveable!  He is consistent and faithful when mankind is not.  II Timothy 2:13: “If we are not faithful, He remains faithful, for it is impossible for Him to deny Himself”.  He is who He is—He can’t change.  His nature is faithfulness, and no matter what anyone else does, He remains steadfast to His eternal Word.  This is why man’s manipulation of His Word into divisions  (“Dispensational theology”) bypasses His the very core of His nature.   

He allows the sun to rise on the just and the unjust. He brings the good rain on the just and the unjust, so that the seeds bring forth life and a harvest is 
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brought forth—even for the wicked to eat of.  He satisfies every living thing 

with His goodness.  

Psalm 145:16: “You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing”.  

As I was sitting each morning on the balcony of the apartment I was staying in—overlooking the Sea of the Galilee, looking towards the much disputed Golan Heights that Syria wants to take back, I would wait…read Psalms, get my coffee, eat breakfast, and wait.  As the days began to shorten, my wait got longer, because I was still getting up early with the timing of the long-day sunrises.  He showed me that waiting on His faithfulness to be kind to me was a  process in learning to trust Him. 

“Hased” is the word for “loving kindness” in the Scriptures.  It means: “to nurture as a baby in the womb”.  This is how He cares for us!  Could anything be more tender or dear?  

I sat in my chair waiting, watching--keeping my eyes on the increasing light above the Golan, as the sky turned from a deep pink to an orange/yellow glow.  I saw the little fishing boats begin to go out. I saw the birds circling in the pre-dawn light.  The migratory route of birds comes over the Jezre’el Valley area, and so by late October you can see many different types of birds flocking, some flocks contain hundreds of birds.  

Camera by my side, coffee in one hand and Tehillim in the other, I sat there reading the Psalms out loud, with eyes watching for the first sign of the sun to appear.  He never failed me.  IN HIS PERFECT TIME the sun arose over the mountains, and lightened the Sea.  The birds would fly towards the west away from the sunlight, for after a few seconds it was so brilliant that it was blinding.  

No matter how many minutes I had to wait, He never failed.  After about six weeks of this, the tears began each morning as the sun arose.  His message was getting into my spirit. His message was clear:  “If the sun faithfully arises each morning, cannot I take care of you?” -- “If I am so faithful to lighten and warm the earth, to give life to every living thing on the earth, to cause the seeds to break open, and the plants to grow, cannot I take care of your simple needs?”  

TRUST ME!  

As I sat there, watching the sun rise, it “dawned on me” that no matter what my mind said or wanted, I couldn’t do anything to speed up or slow down the sunrise.  It was out of my control!  His perfect timing is just that—PERFECT!  I can’t do anything to add to it, or take away from it.  How wonderful that He sets His will in motion, and no human can control it.  Man can fit into it, but He alone has His hands on the wheel.

If He could fail with the sun or moon, then He can change His promises to the house of Jacob, the house of David, and the Levites (Psalm 89 and Jeremiah 33:17-26) 
Psalm 89:34-37: “I shall not profane My covenant, neither would I change 
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what has gone out from My lips.  Once I have sworn by My set-apartness, I do not lie to David: His seed shall be forever.  And his throne as the sun before Me, and like the moon, it is established forever, and the witness in the heavens is steadfast”.

Jeremiah 33:20-21a: “If you could break My covenant with the day, and My covenant with the night, so that there is not day and night in their season, then My covenant could also be broken with David My servant…”  

He made eternal covenant with the sun and moon. Thus, we see in Isaiah 66:22-23, that in eternity future, we will still be celebrating the New Moon (Rosh Hodesh), the Shabbats, and the eternal Festivals.  

And if He made covenant with what He created, then of course He has made covenants with mankind—mankind who will fear Him and obey Him. Many times He wanted to wipe out the seed of Jacob, but because He made covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, He remained faithful to Jacob’s tribes—all of the twelve. 

He made the “renewed covenant” in the blood of Messiah Yahushua with the house of Israel and the house of Judah (Jeremiah 31:31-34).  Has this covenant failed?  If it failed, we would have no opportunity to receive eternal life.  He renews covenants. He does not trash them. So, He also renews daily His covenants with us—if indeed we are in His Covenant (Ephesians 2:8-19).  

He also made a covenant with the house of Levi—for an eternal priesthood through Phinehas and Zadok.  (Exodus 40:15; Numbers 25:13; Jeremiah 33:18, 22)  In the Kingdom the literal seed of Zadok will be re-established for Temple service.  Today the male descendants of Aaron through Phinehas have a special “Y chromosome” that no one else on earth has—which sets them apart!  

For such an unchanging Father to set things in motion something “forever”, as He did His Covenant commands in the Torah, to change them so that mankind can rebel against them, revolt and be lawless against His eternal teachings (transgress His Torah), is to deny the very core-nature of Yahuweh and Yahushua.  Yet, this is what western religion has done. 

Enter the beautiful world of Yahuweh’s Festivals and worship days: Change Calendars!  Get onto Yahuweh’s eternal calendar.  His Kingdom is coming soon to your planet!  What He set in order will not change.  Eternity will be on this earth.  The sunrises will not cease.  The moonrises will not cease.  The earth will not cease.  His eternal faithfulness never ends!

Isaiah 66:22-23: “`For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make stand before Me’, declares Yahuweh, `so your seed and your name shall stand.  And it shall be that from New Moon to New Moon and from Shabbat to Shabbat, all flesh shall come to worship before Me’, declares Yahuweh”. 

The sun and the moon are for “signs and seasons”—for “mo’edim—for Festival cycles. The eternal Festivals of Yahuweh (Levitcus 23) are the eternal Feasts of Yahuweh.  Yahuweh and Yahushua set these things in motion, and they will NEVER end.  
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Genesis 1:14 and excerpts from 15-19: “And Elohim said, `Let lights come to be in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let 

them be for signs, and appointed times (mo’edim) and for days and years…And Yahuweh made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night and the stars…and Elohim saw that it was good, and there came to be evening and there came to be morning, the fourth day”.

If He stopped these cycles of the sun and moon we would die instantly—all life would cease on this planet.  But, He has made earth to be eternally inhabited.  Read carefully Revelation chapters 19 through 22.  

Look at the beauty of His creation!  The tiniest flowers have such spectacular details.  The smallest seashells have such perfect decorations. Take a flower into your hand and examine it—look at the intricate detail.  The mind of our Father is incredible!  He is a Master of detail and beauty.  His mind is so great, 

and yet He wishes to dwell with a remnant who is contrite and humble and who “tremble at His Word” (Isaiah 56:16 and 66:1-2)  He is so pure.  He is also a “consuming fire”, and justice and righteousness are also His attributes.   He is so focused.  His creation is so orderly and nothing is without purpose.  Nothing is done randomly in creation—therefore, He does nothing randomly in our lives.  He has “appointed a day in which He will judge the world”.  (Acts 17:31) 

He does nothing haphazardly.  He has and will fulfill the seven Festivals exactly—for they are the backbone outline of His plan of salvation through Messiah Yahushua.  As Yahushua has fulfilled the first four, so He will fulfill the last three.  

Yahuweh does nothing without telling His servants the prophets what He is going to do. (Amos 3:7)  He has chosen to partner with man who is obedient to Him.  The beauty of His creation reflects the beauty of His Person.  He is so precious, so set-apart, so magnificent--so wonderful.  To know Him really, is to love Him.  To love Him really, is to trust Him really.  

The sunrise lessons taught me more about my Father’s nature, about how He thinks, about how He acts—His ways.  He teaches His friends His ways.

Psalm 103:7-8: “He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of Israel.  Yahuweh is compassionate and showing favor, patient and great in kindness”.  

Why just see His acts when you can know His thinking and His ways?  Through these lessons we learn to know Him, trust Him, and rely of Him for everything.  The birds rely of Him, the seeds and planets, trees, the fish, animals—every living thing relies on Him except self-centered humans who go about their business receiving from Him but not praising Him or glorifying Him or even acknowledging Him as Elohim.  Yet, He remains faithful to us.

If you see Him as Creator, He will reveal secrets to you.  He continually says to mankind that He is the Creator, and all that man makes for himself to worship—his idols of money, possessions, position in society and the work-place—are idiot idols—worth nothing.  The first commandment is this: “You shall not have any other gods in My face”.  (Exodus 20:3)  Knowing Him as 
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Supreme Creator and Master, we lay aside our pathetic gods of our own making, and worship Him for who He is.  He is El Shaddai—the many-breasted One—the One who supplies the needs of all living beings.  

Excerpts from Isaiah 40:25-26, 28-31: “`And to whom then do you liken Me, or to whom am I compared?’ says the Set-Apart One?  `Lift up your eyes on high and see.  Who has created these things? -- He who is bringing out their hosts by numbers.  He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and the strength of His power—not one is missing…Did you not know?  Have you not heard?  The everlasting Elohim Yahuweh, the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary.  His understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the faint, and to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even youths shall faint and be weary and young men shall stumble and fall, but those who wait on Yahuweh renew their strength, they shall rise up like eagles, they run and are not weary, they walk and do not faint”.  

Let us lift Yahuweh and Yahushua into their proper place—as the Almighty 

Elohim of heaven and earth.  By bringing Them down to our level, which is what religion does, we cannot know Them as They are.  Religion makes gods in its own image, and religion’s “priests” make laws to govern how man should worship man’s gods.   

We must learn to fear Yahuweh and Yahushua, and obey Their Commandments, for if we do not, then we have no hope.  Psalm 103, John 14:15; 21-24, Malachi 3:16-4:4, and many other passages throughout the Scriptures, tell us, that He loves and protects those who fear Him, and who guard His commandments “to do them”.   

By seeing the sun rise each morning, Yahuweh was greatly elevated Himself in my mind and spirit.  He is not in a box of religion.  He cannot be stereotyped.  He is not like man.  He is set-apart.  He calls us to be set-apart AS HE IS set-apart. (Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:1; 20:7-8, 24-26; I Peter 1:16)  

He’s not a little god in a belief box—He is really Elohim—My King, my Father, my Daddy (Abba), My Savior and Redeemer and Deliverer, and My faithful Friend.  He is the Supreme Being who has everything in His control, and who will perform His Word—with me or without me.  

HE CONTROLS THE SUNRISE AND WE CAN DO NOTHING ABOUT IT—WE CANNOT CONTROL WHAT HE HAS SET IN MOTION BY HIS ETERNAL DECREES.  The sunrise, the moonrise, the stars in their courses, the planets in their cycles, the seedtime and harvest—folks, we can’t control any of it.  If we want to cooperate with it, we are blessed, but HE CONTROLS ALL OF HIS CREATION. If I am bored waiting for the sunrise—too bad for me—it won’t come up on my timetable. I either wait for it, or miss it.  He won’t work His creation around my schedule!  We are to fit into His agenda, His schedule and timing for maximum good in this life!

However, because He has given mankind a free will, we think we can control our own world.  We are fools if we think so!  People have their agendas, their goals, their hidden ambitions to promote themselves and get for themselves, 
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and all the while, they are fools.  They do not look up and see the sunrise, and realize that they are receiving the blessings of a gracious Creator.

Most of mankind is like a chicken pecking for worms in the chicken yard—fighting over who will get the biggest worm.  While all the while the eagle sours in the heavens, locking its wings and riding the storms--looking down on pitiful man from the heights of the sky, and gets his food by the graciousness of Yahuweh.  Oh the lessons we can learn from His creation!

He allows us the privilege to join Him in His Kingdom work—a privilege few enter into.  He allows us the privilege of knowing Him, and of spending eternity with Him.  Religion takes this so lightly.  But, to know Him as He is brings a fearful respect, and obedience, and loyalty, and steadfast faithless, a pledge of our lives to unite with His life.  

During the three days and two nights of the constant roaring of fighter jets and attack helicopters over the Galilee, along with the deployment of soldiers, the rolling of tanks and the transporting of other military equipment in the Galilee, I took pictures of the sunrises on October 28, 29, and 30th.  October 28th and 29th only, there were distinct cloud formations over the Golan that were shocking—cloud formations of dragons and winged creatures.  After taking dragon and winged creature cloud formations, I went back to my computer to get my e-mails.  I looked out the window in front of me, and gasped.  I grabbed my camera and went out to take a picture of a distinctive formation that was dissipating quickly—the form of a mighty archangel, with the sun coming up over “his” head.  About twenty minutes later there was the same archangel formation, only “flying” north to south sideways.  “He who watches Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps”.   Michael, the great archangel will rise for His people in the days when Syria, and Russia and all the bands of Islam, attack Israel from the north of Israel--coming over the Galilee.  The Golan will be besieged, but the Father is letting us know that the Dragon (Satan) will be brought down.  (Revelation 12:7-10 with Daniel 12:1)

Try it—Get alone by yourself and watch the sunrise for two or more months straight—don’t miss a morning.  Let Him speak to your spirit.  Knowing Him as Creator and as All Mighty will change your life.  Getting up early, you can read His Word and let Him teach you and instruct you personally in the way you should go.  

Shalom and blessings, love and joy in Him,

Yedidah

November 17, 2007 (my 2-month landmark of seeing the sunrise each morning)
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Words to the hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” is below…

Words to the great hymn: “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS” (Written 1923)

Chorus:

Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness!     

Morning by morning new mercies I see.

All I have needed Your hand has provided.

Great is Thy faithfulness, Yah unto me”.  

Verse one:

Great is Thy Faithfulness, O Yah my Father.

There is no shadow of turning with Thee.

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not,

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be
Verse 2:

Sunrise and winter, and springtime and harvest,

Sun moon and stars in their courses above,

Join with all nature I manifold witness,

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Verse 3:

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,

Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside!

Note: I have changed El for “God”, and Yah for “Lord”, but left the King James English intact.

If you would like to hear the music, go to:  www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/g/i/gisthyf.htm                      

