GREEN LEAF IN DROUGHT TIME

Years ago I read a book by the above title. It is a story of the escape of the last C.I.M. missioaries from Communist China, by Isobel Kuhn (1957). The title is taken from Jeremiah 17:5-8. It tells how they were able to continue rejoicing and bearing the fruits of His righteousness in times of great tribulation. I never forgot the lessons they taught. Now you have a chance to learn those lessons as we soon enter the time of great tribulation for mankind and the destruction of the earth. To be forthright, unless you learn these lessons quickly you will die in despair, for only by steadfast faith that continues to praise Him and bear the fruit of righteouness can He protect and deliver. 

While sitting in the Chatanooga airport for six hours recently, waiting for the “rescue” plane to come get us, long story I won’t go into, I saw on the Weather Channel about the severe drought conditions in Texas. I lived in Texas for 23 years and I have a heart for that state. I have a lot of friends there that I love.  As I watched, all I could think of was JOEL 1. Please read this report, look at the pictures and chart, and read the Scriptures included, then begin to act on what it takes to overcome and endure, even in the days of drought and famine.

----------------------------------------------------------

Texas Drought 2011: State Endures Driest 7-Month Span On Record - May 9, 2011 The Huffington Post


LUBBOCK, Texas -- With much of the nation focused on a spring marked by historic floods and deadly tornadoes, Texas and parts of several surrounding states are suffering through a drought nearly as punishing as some of the world's driest deserts.

Some parts of the Lone Star State have not seen any significant precipitation since August. Bayous, cattle ponds and farm fields are drying up, and residents are living under constant threat of wildfires, which have already burned across thousands of square miles.

Much of Texas is bone dry, with scarcely any moisture to be found in the top layers of soil. Grass is so dry it crunches underfoot in many places. The nation's leading cattle-producing state just endured its driest seven-month span on record, and some ranchers are culling their herds to avoid paying supplemental feed costs.

------------------------------------------  

Bloomberg -- May 24, 2011

Worst Texas Drought in 44 Years Damaging Wheat Crop, Reducing Cattle Herds Below-Normal Rains

“In a lot of places, there’s very little moisture in the ground,” said Nielsen-Gammon, the state climatologist… Wheat prices on the Kansas City Board of Trade, which track the hard-red winter variety grown in the southern Great Plains, have surged 71 percent during the past year. Prices may climb to $10 or $12 by August if the dry conditions persist in the southern Great Plains and if other growing areas of the world endure adverse weather the way they did last year, said Kim Anderson, an agricultural economist at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater. 

Reduced Crop Yield:  The USDA estimated last month that the nation’s production may fall 5.8 percent from a year earlier to 2.08 billion bushels, as dry weather spurs farmers to abandon some crops.  “Each day we don’t get rain, our potential yield goes down,” Anderson said. “If things turn perfect, I think we could have an average crop, but I’m talking about perfect from here on out. The odds of that are pretty slim.” Prices reached a record $13.495 on the Chicago Board of Trade and $13.95 in Kansas City in February 2008, when food shortages sparked riots from Haiti to Egypt. Unrest this year toppled leaders in Egypt, the world’s largest wheat importer, and Tunisia. Chicago futures advanced to a 29-month high on Feb. 14 as countries in the Middle East and Africa boosted stockpiles. 

Cattle Outlook: Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma and Colorado produced 716.6 million bushels of wheat last year, about 32 percent of the total U.S. crop, USDA data show. Those four states had 27.35 million head of beef and dairy cattle as of Jan. 1, or 30 percent of the total nationwide. Ranchers are selling cattle to feedlots earlier than usual because there’s little grass for them to eat, said Bill Hyman, the executive director of the 8,000-member Independent Cattlemen’s Association of Texas, based in Lockhart. The state will have a smaller herd later this year, said Hyman, a rancher in Gonzales, Texas. The herd “is probably overall decreasing because of the drought,” Hyman said. “The number of cattle will probably continue to decrease until we see rain” and signs that there is a sufficient profit incentive to expand herds, he said. 

Meat Prices:  Cattle futures jumped 23 percent in the past year to $1.1335 a pound yesterday on the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, after touching a record $1.18 on March 9. Wholesale-beef prices are up 17 percent in the past year, touching $1.8905 a pound on March 22, the highest since at least January 2004, when USDA began its current price-tracking method. U.S. retail-beef prices were 9.4 percent higher in February than a year earlier, the USDA said last week. The drought “is not allowing us to increase supplies when the market’s asking us to,” said Brent Skaggs, a commodity broker at Price Futures Group in Amarillo, Texas. “It’s been dry for a number of years. We haven’t really had a wet year to be able to increase our herd size.” 
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JOEL 1:10-20: “The field is ravished, the ground has mourned, the grain is ruined, the new wine is dried up, the oil has failed. The farmers are ashamed. The vinedressers wail over the wheat and over the barley, for the harvest of the field is destroyed. The vine has dried up and the fig tree droops, pomegranate, also palm and apple trees, all the trees are dried up, because joy has dried up among the sons of men. Gird yourselves and lament…Come lie all night in sackcloth, you attendants of my Elohim. Set apart a fast. Call an assembly, gather the elders, all inhabitants of the land…and cry out to Yahuweh. Alas for the day!-- For the day of Yahuweh is near, and it comes as destruction from the Almighty. Is not the food cut off before our eyes, joy and gladness from the House of Elohim? The seed has rotted under the clods, storehouses are laid waste, granaries are broken down, for the grain has withered. How the beasts moan! The herds of cattle are restless because they have no pasture. The flocks of sheep also perish. I cry to you Yahuweh for fire has consumed the pastures of the wilderness, a flame has set on fire all the fields of the fields. Even the beasts of the fields cry out to You, for the water streams are dried up…”

----------------

In an agriculture society, the rain seasons are of supreme importance. Without consist rain, sunshine, gentle breezes, good water and air, and natural fertilizers, the land suffers greatly. If each seventh, sabbatical, year of the land--Shmittah year--is not observed, then the land suffers and eventually rebels. If one fails to obey Yahuweh then the result is drought, crop damage, famine, and nine other prominent judgments, even expulsion from His land. [Leviticus 25:1-22] 

Deuteronomy 26:2-7. 9: “Guard My Shabbats and reverence My set-apart place. I am Yahuweh. If you walk in My laws and guard My commandments to do them, then I shall I shall give you rain in its season, and the land shall yield its crops and the trees of the field yield their fruit, and your threshing floor shall last ‘til the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last until the time of the sowing. And you shall eat your bread until you have enough, and shall dwell in your land safely. And I will give peace in the land and you shall lie down and no one make you afraid. And I shall clear your land of evil beasts, and not let the sword go through your land. And you shall pursue your enemies and they shall fall by the sword before you…And I shall turn to you and make you bear fruit and shall increase you and establish My covenant with you”.  

My friend, drought is judgment from Yahuweh, no matter how it comes--from His hand directly, or by HAARP electromagnetic pulse waves of “weather warfare”, or some other devious device of evil mankind. All the nations that do not align to His Torah (instructions of righteousness—His Covenant with His people), including Israel, will find themselves in His “ten pattern” of His judgment. [Refer to: Yahuweh’s Ten Pattern of Judgment”] Israel keeps passing laws that override the Torah in order to appease the secular Jews, and the international community. They have and are preparing more to break their covenant that Yahuweh made with Abraham, Isaac and Ya’cob, in order to appease Yahuweh’s enemies. When this happens to its fullness and they allow the dividing of their land, the ten pattern of Yahuweh’s judgment will go into effect--in Israel, America, and in other nations that have forced Israel into this position of compromise.  

Thus what is happening is that Yahuweh has given the go-ahead in small doses for judgment to hopefully wake-up His people before He has to pour out His wrath full force. 

Ezekiel 14:12-14: “And the Word of Yahuweh came to me saying, `son of man, when a land sins against me to commit a tresspass and I stretch out My hand against it and cut off the supply of bread and send scarcity of food on it, and cut off man and beast from it, even though these three men, Noah, Dani’el and Iyob were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness’, declares the Master Yahuewh”. 
In Israel today, the Shmittah years are not observed, so artificial fertilizers and other means to keep the crops going are used--same in the US. The crops are drying up, and famine is near. The world’s food supplies are being methodically and purposely destroyed by “weather warfare” against the people of the earth--floods, drought, high winds, great storms, cyclones and hurricanes, fires and earthquakes, volcanoes, and etc. All are being brought on the food baskets of the earth. The record-breaking historic flooding along the Mississippi this spring (2011), the opening of the levees to food the fields at harvest time this past spring, destroyed many crops ready to be harvested in May-June, again is man-created for destruction. Thus America is very close to famine conditions. To starve the world’s people to death, while the elite have the finest of food stored, is the expressed mandate of the world’s elite “think tanks” of the Lucifer-worshipping intellectuals.    

As Israel goes, so goes the nations that try to break the Abraham Covenant, divide His land to His enemies, and put His people in harm. So, as Israel goes, so goes America--the ultimate deceitful enemy of Israel—coming in on a peace platform to accomplish destruction. 
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In this May 19, 2011, photo are clumps of dirt in a drought-hardened field near Lubbock, Texas. Extreme drought in Texas and parts of Oklahoma, Louisiana and New Mexico is increasing.

Photo: AP, Betsy Blaney / AP 

Read more: http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/article/Drought-rated-as-Texas-3rd-worst-1416012.php#ixzz1SI7MoKEK
June 15, 2011 – From The Daily Texan news out of Austin

Drought threatens Texas crops; finances also in peril 

Strings of 100-degree days are painful in early June. So are wildfires in May and dry farms during spring in Central Texas.

Feds: All of drought-stricken Texas declared a disaster area 

Posted by Jim at Wednesday, June 29, 2011 




By BETSY BLANEY, Associated Press 
28 June 2011

LUBBOCK, Texas — West Texas farmer Billy Brown remembers the devastating drought that spanned the state in the 1950s — and believes this one is worse. […] "The grass just crackles underneath the feet," Brown, 72, said of walking across his acreage in the town of Panhandle where he grows corn, cotton, wheat and grain sorghum. 

The Agriculture Department designated 213 of Texas' counties directly affected by drought as disaster areas, and the remaining 41 also qualified for assistance because they are contiguous. Thirty-two counties in Louisiana, Oklahoma, Arkansas and New Mexico also garnered the designation because they are adjacent to Texas counties.

Many producers have lost their entire crop because of drought and wildfires, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said in the news release. […]

The state just endured its driest-ever eight-month span — ending May 31 — and some parts have not seen significant precipitation since August, prompting drastic drops in lake and underground water levels. Burn bans are in place in 235 of the state's 254 counties and nearly 260 water suppliers, most around the San Antonio area, have either voluntary or mandatory restrictions on water use.

May, typically the state's wettest month, did little to alleviate the problem, yielding less than half its average rainfall at an estimated 1.65 inches.

The state is also enduring its worst wildfire season ever. More than 3 million acres have been scorched by the wildfires that have not even spared the more humid East Texas region.

It all means Texas agriculture could sustain its worst single-year loss, potentially topping the 2006 record of $4.1 billion. There will be no dry land crops in the Panhandle and South Plains regions. Even irrigated cotton acres are fighting for survival as incessantly windy conditions dry out moisture that farmers put onto fields

Here we see the Word from Joel more clearly than ever—the drought brings fires, and harsh winds, add to the spread of the drought conditions and the fires.  This is happening in America’s breadbasket because America is forcing Israel to give their good agricultural land to Yahuweh’s enemies. 

***THE WORDS OF HABAKKUK 3:17-19 DURING DAYS OF DROUGHT IN ISRAEL UNDER YAHUWEH’S JUDGMENT: “THOUGH THE FIG TREE DOES NOT BLOSSOM, AND THERE IS NO FRUIT ON THE VINE, THE YIELD OF THE OLIVE HAS FAILED, AND THE FIELDS BROUGHT FORTH NO FOOD. THE FLOCK HAS BEEN CUT OFF FROM THE FOLD, AND THERE IS NO HERD IN THE STALLS. YET I WILL EXALT IN YAHUWEH. I REJOICE IN THE ELOHIM OF MY DELIVERANCE. THE MASTER YAHUWEH IS MY STRENGTH. AND HE MAKES MY FEET LIKE THOSE OF A DEER , AND MAKES ME TO WALK ON MY HIGH PLACES” (of victory).  
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WILL YOU BE ABLE TO REJOICE LIKE HABAKKUK? You can! All it takes is to “put on the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness”, which comes from resting in faith in the goodness of Yahuweh.  It comes from deep within a spirit that knows Him. Isaiah 26:3-4: “The one whose mind is stayed (fixed, centered, unmoving) on You, You guard with perfect peace, for he trusts in You. Trust in Yahuweh forever, for in Yah, Yahuweh, is a rock of ages”.  Put the victorious Psalms and other Scriptures of victory so deep in your spirit that you become unshakable in faith, always resorting to praise, rather than fear or despair. 

Luke 6:46-49: “Why do you call Me `Master, Master’ and do not do what I say? Everyone who is coming to Me and hearing My words and doing them, I will show you what he is like. He is like a man building a house who dug deep and laid a foundation on a rock. And when the flood came, the stream burst against the house, but was unable to shake it for it was founded on a rock. But, one hearing and not doing is like a man who build his house on the sand, without foundation, against which the steam burst, and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great”. 

While there is drought in some places, there is flooding in others. Both can destroy anything that is not strongly protected. Our first line of protection is the new birth, followed by being filled with Yahuweh’s Spirit. When we receive the blood sacrifice of Yahushua to cleanse us from our sins, and remove us from the kingdom of darkness, and receive His resurrection as our own for eternal life, then we come into transformation by the Spirit called “the new birth”, or being born from above. We immediately are declared “righteous” by Yahuweh and justified--declared just by the Judge of the universe. This is imparted legal righteousness (rightness) based on what Yahushua did, not what we do. But, after this new birth, we must grow up into Him to represent His likeness on earth. To do this we must live a life of humility and repentance, and of praise and rejoicing in Him, reflecting His nature from our re-born spirit--love, joy, peace, longsuffering, patience, kindness, gentleness, and obedience as good servants. To do this, we must be filled with the Spirit, led by the Spirit, and taught by the Spirit. We cannot live this life in our own strength. We must have Him empowering us!!! And, to have our own righteousness, we must guard and do the Covenant of Yahuweh found in His Torah (the teachings and instructions of the Kingdom of heaven for our happiness and good on this earth). We must teach them to our children and to all to whom He sends us. Then our lives won’t look like the picture above--we will produce spiritual fruit for eternity, and be spiritually fruitful and green even in years of drought. 

In order to have our house built on the rock of His Word, we must spend much time in His Word daily. We must dig deep!  The Word taught by the Teacher, Yahuweh’s Spirit, goes into our spirit and transforms our mind and emotions, and matures us. We must allow Him to train, teach, test, and mature us!  We must let go of whining and complaining like babies, and grow up, so that we are effective witnesses in this dying world. We have the privilege of walking in victory while everything else around us is crumbling. It is up to us as to how far we allow Him to change our lives.   

Jeremiah 17:5-8 puts it like this: “…Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his arm of support, and whose heart turns away from Yahuweh. For he shall be like a shrub in the desert and shall not see when good comes, but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, a salt land that is not inhabited. Blessed is the man who trusts in Yahuweh and whose trust is Yahuweh. For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots by the river, and does not see when heat comes. AND HIS LEAF SHALL BE GREEN, AND IN THE YEAR OF DROUGHT HE IS NOT ANXIOUS, NOR DOES HE CEASE FROM YIELDING FRUIT”.  

His fruitful trees of righteousness must be always about the business of yieldfing fruit, making life changing impacts on the lives of all around us. But, we cannot yield fruit if we are detached from the vine. It is the root, and the vine, which take the goodness throught the system of the plant and bring forth fruit.  

From John 15:1-6:  Yahushua says it like this: “I am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener. Every branch in Me that bears no fruit, He takes away. And every branch that bears fruit, He prunes so that it bears more fruit…Stay in Me and I stay in you. As the branch is unable to bare fruit of itself unless it stays in the vine, so neither you unless you stay in Me. I AM THE VINE. YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. HE WHO STAYS IN ME AND I IN HIM, HE BEARS MUCH FRUIT. FOR WITHOUT ME YOU ARE ABLE TO DO NOTHING”. 
Abba spoke to me a few years back: “If the root is defiled, the branches are defiled, and the whole tree is defiled, thus the fruit is defiled, and all who eat it are defiled”.  

Most of His people have been eating defiled fruit by submitting to defiled teaching from people who do not know Him, all their lives. The only way to get pure undefiled fruit is to anchor your faith deeply in Messiah and into the Word, so that the Word works to purify you from the inside out, transforming you into the image of Messiah and His Abba, Yahuweh. You cannot transform yourself!!! You have to “put the ax to the root of the trees” that you have been eating from, the defiled trees, and then go to the Tree of Life for your food! This means that most of you will have to change teachers! You will have to stop depending on man to spoon feed you, and make the Spirit of Yahuweh exclusivlely your Teacher. Its time to eat spiritual meat, and stop eating the sickening diet of baby cereal fed by man who does not know Yahuweh for himself. Man, who is taught by Yahuweh, can confirm, but only after the Teacher has taught. The wise have the Spirit for their Teacher!!! Fools don’t! Whatever goes in, comes out—whether truth, falsehood, or a mixture of both. If the Spirit is our exclusive Teacher, then the fruit that comes out of us will be pure and good, and bless and hurting world. 

A good friend of mine said recently: “THE SEED IS IN THE FRUIT”. If you are fruitful from being rooted and anchored in the vine, Yahushua, then your fruit, and the seed within it will nurture and cause growth in all around you. You will then sow the seed of righteousness, in word and in character and deed, and those around you wll then begin to grow and change by the power of His Spirit, or drop away because their own soil (their lives) is too hard and barren to allow the seed to grow. (See Mark 4:1-20).  All we have to do is be fruitful, and the seeds of His Word and righteousness will fall from our lips and our actions, and if the soil is right, then they will grow and produce by His Spirit’s power. We don’t need to nag anyone, or try to play “Holy Spirit” – all we have to do is “be” – let Him bring forth the fruit, and the seeds will then be sown without us having to put on a show to impress anyone.  If we speak for Him, it must be directed and controlled by Him exclusively! 

We are very near the time of drought, of war, of famine, of pestilence, of massive death worldwide--the great tribulation—but those that keep producing fruit, whose “leaf is green” will be used mightily by Yahuweh to do “exploits”, for they know their Elohim (Daniel 11:32).  We are in the time of the “exploit people”. Will you be one of them? Yahuweh is now “pruning” the branches! Soon He will burn the dead branches and trees. Will you submit to His pruning process, so that all sin might be taken from you, so that you will produce the fruit of His righteousness? It is a process of breaking the “self”. It is a process of discipline, of correction, of aligning to His will and saying no to self will. All of those I’ve talked to of the “exploit people” are going through this processing severely. But, they are getting rid of problems within themselves they’ve had all their lives, and getting free to serve Him exclusively. I am going through this process severely. He is breaking patterns that have ruined my life. He is restoring me to those who broke with me out of the enemies sneaky tactics. HalleluYah!!! 

Shalom, 

Yedidah

July 16, 2011    

